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Uncertain times for the besieged peninsula

I'TH the yekr consolidating its hold

n the Jaffna Peninsula, it has Fe

come difficult for journalists to repori

on the situation on the ground. The only way

is 1o enter clandestinely, as Principal Cor

respondent ANTEA PRATAP and Photographer

SHYAM 1EKWANTL did last fortnight. What
should have been a day's jow
ney bay road from Colombo, tool

six tension-riddea day

reached  Vavuniya

ished contact

al 1T

ru great deal

siont, i agreed Lo take

The fir

mmander. Af
of persiu
them Lo fa/ina St part of
the journey through the jungles
of Vavur

Ha was on a tractor

tratler with an escort of seven
armed eere men and in pouring
rain. Afte

ther mad

ive gruelling hours
amp for the night in
t jungle hide.out

Next morning they were
Lto a van. By dusk,
! Killinochi, the pe
me. Walk-

kness.,

lranslerr
they entere
riphery of the wai

ingoveraniilein tot
they reached another vevy hide
third
morning it was back to a tractor

toa 100 yardsshort of Elephant

out near Purgnthan. The

onliy reason the patrol did not open fire was
that it was the second day of the cease-fire
Having crossed the lagoon, they walked
baretoot through swamps and padidy field
and reaclhed a village. But next morning, the
quides expressed their inability to take them
to Jaffma as the wkr was all around. - Bui
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B One of the 1'1'1E's jungle hide-outs: guérrilla warfar

were left with two guides to y
complete the journey’s most dangerous leg
Fhey entered the peninsula in broad
duaylight and for the next six hours waded
through lagoons and coconut groves with the
intention of establishing contact with the
next LTTE commander. But the failure of the
quides todo so was the first sign that the 1.re
has communications problems. It was only
late the next afternoon that contact was
established and they reached Palaly. At
Palaly, they were told to obtain bicycles to get
to Chavakacheri. They were also provided
withclothes similar to those worn by the local
population. Foraboutakilometre, they had to
pedal through a lane that had the wkr on one
side and the Sri Lankan Army on the other.
Onthefifthday. they ran into serious trouble.
Turning into a lane, they ran straight into an
IPKF patrol. Abandoning the bicycles, they
ran blindly into alagoon and swam for their
lives with the rex v in hot pursuit. Perhaps the

x

determined to get to Jaffna, they bough:
used bicycles for Rs 2,500 each and started
pedalling. Their {deal disquise worked-— they
sailed through 18 kv checkposts and
reached Jaffna after a 15-km journey. The
nextday, they pedalled 30 km through Juffna
town, Navatkuli. Chunkidulam: Anallur
\riyalai and Pesaiyoor. Finally, they aban
doned.the bicycles, and hitched a ride on a
truck .;Jxlllvl'[vrl_fl/(; omons from Jaffna to
Colombo. vRATAY 'S report on the situation i
the Jaffna Peninsula:

FHE Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

(L11E) may have lost the battle of Jatina,

but the Indian Peace Keeping Force (1vxr)
is far from winning the war. Overtly. 1he
city is slowly returning. to
blance of normalcy. The frozen terror

some sem-
induced by Operation Pawan is thawing
T'he

icge 1s loosening,

{hosi
has a |
Javarathnam. a t
said: "We cannaot
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Women feel it
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cause behind the Tamils' prosperity—is a
major casualty. Schools reopened on No
vember 25, but on the first day, hardly a
few valiant stragglers could be seen at
t conducive for

chool and in any case,

tending. Thesituationisn
children to go to
f the

nto camps by

chools have been converted
1e (PKE. In December, the

O level examinations will be held. butitis

maost

doubtful whether the T
]

il students in

the peninsula will be in any position to

appear lor the exami |
Jafin:
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1hon Jments

Municipal Commissioner .\
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B An IPKI bunker in [affna town:

on my bicycle. The jawan on duty fogced
metotakeoffmy shirtand uscitas dtlag. It
was so humiliating.”

Perhaps the worst problem is that the
people arexcaught between the devil and
the deep sea; between the ke and the
Lk Rival gangs like the People’s Libera-
tion of Tamil Eelam, the Tamil Eelam Libe
ration Organisation and Three Stars are
helping the ke with intelligence gathe)
nge. But the crucial point is that civilians
OO are [‘IM\H‘III;,“ mformation. Savs -a
resident of Navatkuli: “When we keep
sifent, the wkr harasses us. Yetif we talk,

we're vulnerable to w#1v punishmeiit.

- STk

weil-entrenched

Bt therr-gain of territoria
control in the peninsula 1s almost com
plete. At every’ street corner U

entrewched themselves in strategr
located bunkers. Regular mobile and foo

informers.

ally

patrols scour the countrySide
White the'conduct of some s
the jawans is strongly resented
public and is bringing avoidable discredit
to the otherwige disc iplined oxi, almost
all civilians who had any sortof ing
with

praise on them. Says Logarajal
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I'here is public resentment about the

fact that the 1eke does not show the same
enthusiasm for restoring civic amenities

it has for consolidating its position.
technicians can be seen: laying,
citbles—not for the public. but for better
communication between their camps: all

ndeed

pointers to along stay in the peninsula. In
fact, a Jaffna citizen points out that the
condition today in Jaffna is far worse than
the economic blockade that was imposed
in January this vear during the Sri Lanka
\rmy offensive.

The innumerable ek checkposts at
rankles the Jaffna
Tamils. They have to get off their cycles.
;'1-1!ImrIu'!tnn;:in"\w;m'!nxi:;m(lvl;-mlx

one-mile intervals,

endure the humiliation of having orders
barked at them. Says A. Kathara Gama
nathan: “At Konduvil I was asked why |1

wasn't carrying the white Hag (of peace)

Andwherethey can, the L hasbeen
brutal with army informers. On Novem-

ber 20, they kidnapped Sathish, 18, of,_

Navatkuli for providing information. Two

days later, his bullet-ridden body was*

found. On November 18, at Periya Kallar,
S. Kanakaswamy. 45, was tied to a lamp
post and killed by the v for a similar
And six days later, they shot
down Nagarathiram, the station master
ol Muruivil

warning that civilians w ho rendered any

oftence
I'he 1rre has put up posters

assistance to the Indian Army or the Red
Cross would be dealt with seriously. A.
Shankaran, in whose hotel the Red Cross

team is stayving, says helplessly: “There is

noother hotel in Jaffna, so the Red Crossis

staving with us. But I am so afraid of 1
“retaliation. What are we to do?”
I'he ke may not yet be in a position to

prevent snca

property and lives rampant
Asked to substantiate their allegations
the civilians refer to vague reports ol rap
when in fact, the Amnesty Internationa
has a record of proven cases ol rape
Famil women by the Sri Lankan Army. In

officer of the ekl

self-defence, a senioi
savs: “Yes., sometimes civilians do

harassed because we can't distinguisl
between them and the Tigers.”
\starastherrreisconcerned. th
seems to have broken its back. What
Sri Lankan Army couldn't do in adecad
thearky has managed in amonth. Clearly
the ik is on the run. It is disorganised
with its top leaders dead or holed up
somewhere while the cadres tun
ven the |
mediator with the Indian Governme
C.V.K

sentor e les

rudderiess. . poc Kets
Sivagananam. couldn’t con
wders from Novembe

['he noose ol the i
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'I.I‘vﬂ‘J!!'i\'lg'"h”'t“‘l’llh(’l(‘l!HUI‘\ from ;5 \\<||‘]I is evident, however, is thatihet
miles south of Jaffna—even the | aruku® © leadership is now ina conciliatory mend.
vazhis (the crooked paths) ol the LT Inalgtter dated Novémber 14 to Brigadie
guerrillas are sealed. The xE's bigg RIS, Kahlon. town commandan
achievement has been the smashing ol Jaffna, 1 deputy
thet vrE's communication etwork. With — draraja lias Mahattay:
the walkie-talkies going out of action tor
fear of interception, a yawning onlf has
developed between the 1T adres and
the leadershin, Observed a Major in the "
ke “We know that many Tigers are ek should move back
slipping out. But there is nothine we can  position prior to Octobe 10. 198
do as they have their national identity  patrolling and search operations sh
cards.” be stopped. Later. theare said tl

While the morale of the 1.17E cadres negotiable
inthe northern provinceissti Lhigh,inthe » The functioning ob hospitals.
peninsula, most seem confused. Opera- supplies and transport should be handed
tion Pawan has been a major
military set-back for the vrrt SR
which virtually ran a parallel 1R
government in the penin
sula. But now the grout
situatonissomewhat simi
(8 e pre-1983 days
11l

mander ot

have run out of ammunitio

for a sustained controntali
ve will ntinue <
i wartare e
H|!4' 1 st
itis better todic for ajust

\ni

ctar
0l the nigl
by the son

the

vy b st arrive
exultation among the
mils. Such a situation was
truly dangerous for the 11
whose role iis the protector ol
the Tamils was threatened.
Fhey launched a mass
anti-1PKE - campaign 20 (0 TS DR e
when the 1pei began artillery
shelling of Jafina. public euphoria evapo
rated. Today. the population seems torn I < prepared
between their respect for the v and ol negoliati simmediate
their desire for peace. There is also & > Amne wol
sneaking admiration for the vrn Jor onthenrelitted. The Rs
standing up o the mighty Indian Army irabhakaran’s head |
The release of the 18 Indian prisoner: » e memb
by the rrre, and the 48-hour cease-lire by
- the k1 to facilitate an arms surrender by
k. failed to achieve any tangible result
One problem is that there is no direct o
open channel of communication between

the cree and the Indian Government




