High Stakes Gamble. (1987, December 15). India Today.

- : "TP‘*,'“ -~

DIPLOMACY

High Stakes

Gamble

India’s role in Sri Lanka has strategic advantages
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Thvrc is broader-diplomatic advantage inherent
in the presence of the Indian Army on the island
that is designed to finally establish India's pre-
eminence as the regional superpower.
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rection of war™, The loss of lives-in Sri
Lanka, the financial cost and the fact that
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India’s long-term strategic interests. Ac
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IPKF in Jaflna: consolidating its hold

‘that means we may be there for some
time in a situation comparable to Punjab
today. We think India and the Indian
Army is big enough to handle two Pun
jabs, That is the basis of our motivation."

And of South Block's indirect game
plan-—to spread the message of the Rajiv
Doctrinetothe region. South Rlock points
out that the military offensive has been
matched by a diplomatic one Rajiv's visit
to the White House, they assert, was
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will back
New Delhi to the hilt. Soviet Premier N.T.
Ryzhkov in fact, took a public stance last
fortnight in *fully supporting.’ India’s
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suits Moscow to have India assert herself
asthe cock of the regional walk. The Indo-
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supported at the recent Commonwealth
summit, and by the European Economic
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That New Delhi has begun to assert
her regional authority- diplomatically is
increasingly in evidence. During the re-
cent border talks’between India and
China, New Delhi made it abundantly
clear that Beijing's claims to Arunachal
Pradesh would have to be discarded be
fore any progress was possible. Indian
officials say that the army now has the
Chinese Army pinned down in Wandung
on the horder and will continue to apply
military pressure to convince Beijing that
New Delhi cannot be tritled with. That
message may have gone home. The Chi
nese side was more accommodating than
atany ofthe carlier border talks. Rajiv has
the Chinese
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IPKF, under a plan called Operation
chet, is quickly consolidating its hold in
the knowledge that the LT1E's writ does
not run here asin the north. 1pki
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50 per cent chance of success is the green
signal given,"” says one of the officials in
charge of monitoring the Sri Lankan
situation.
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