ren't we back to square one after prolongec

and hectic manoeuvring? Will the Select com

mittee put the issue on course? If it brings out
the same old recommendations will the serious objec-
tions raised earlier re-surface?

Will there be any substance in the cutcome even if
such recommendations are submitted to the voters
using the Provincial Council elections to serve as a
referendum

Nearly three years of disaster have gone since
June 11, 1990, when battle lines'were set—up on either
side for the renewal of the war, a weary war on attimes
ang off at times. -

During this calamitous period various proposals
were made 'on the assumption that only a political
settlement arrived at, between political parties, both
national and regional, would bring about salvation, so,
it went on and on but the much talked of political
settlement is as far away as ever
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Ominous was the missed opportunity to ©
(,L\ erous package” by the then President (c Tic
fore fresh: hostilities broke out
according to reports, had ap
disappointed mood when
High Co ssioner
offer.
The revelation of
s 1o culminate in a histori
of the “Frontline
others as well
The Hilton talks miserably failed despite the hand of
ca-opertion and reconciliation extended by way o
weapoens, vehicles and material to the tune of se
millions
ry runiworuv’; was 8 dismal failure
t dragging its feet. The
3 SLFP continue to remain
d ducks. It was a 'nmke of politics on the part of
0 major parties to await an opportunity
pull the rug under the others carefully refraining
from speaking their minds at least at the select
committee.
A flow of formula ensued. The proposal that created
sinhala sections led by Buddhist
point programme [)m'ur,\a:yj I Y
amil parties with the blessings of no less a ¢
extremely powerful r
in the then Prem a Cabinet, who threate
cross the battle lines to see his trusted ally V
Prabhakaran. Nevertheless it all
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hairman of the se
finally opted to disappear
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A way out

All these formulae were significant for what they
failed to underine, the ethnic unity within a single
nation

s the issue of the merger of the two provinces
Jh;-n.; with the question relating to the degree of power
10 be devolved remained the most contentious central
problem

A political settlement between politi ca\ parties (I
repeat; between political parties) yet remains a day
dream. And a much poisoned atmosphere where
focus n‘ a(lermu" has intentionzlly been directed
towards the painful birth of a “nationhood™ in blood
and Iedrs continues 10 preva

The idea of virtually converting PC elections into a
“referendum” in order to obtain a mandate to imple-
ment Select Comm endations would have
been worthless in the context of that it would haye
deprived a basic right of the peo p\-— of two province:
which in fact r, it WOU r‘

at the
tions would have con C N v d each
other
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and save all as
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o0 voice the
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t while ing rough
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ut e difticylt f tance, the
that Muslims who nearly made up one (hud of its
population had been extorted of their wealth, 6000
acres of paddy lands alone had been plundered by
Tigers. They had been cornered into three villages,

save for the protection provided by security forces.
Those are matters which should and could be dealt
with, with an open mind to reality without jumping into
premature actions.

If one proceeds with checks and balances, these
sections of people would certainly paint a picture-that
would depict not a demon but a daity, not a Tiger but a
deer. “There is no hatred between us. We can live
together like brothers and sisters, No one should try to
dominate the other by devious means. All we want is
unimpeded right to decide for ourselves in the general
interest of all.” So says the younger generation which
prefers the gun to what they call the subjugation by
those wiglding ruling power.

The data so collected and comprehensively analysed
would show up the bottom line of the wrangling. That
would form the basic comprehension of their true
aspirations on which all other claims, opinions and
recommendations should rest

This should, in the second instance, be enriched with
the views of their ethnic kith and kins in other parts of
the country, a cross section of whom would do for the
purpose

' Expanded

The exercise now should
of a data bank

The next stages should be considered extremely
indispensable whether or not the data so obtained in
each such step go down with the aspirations of the
people.

With extraordinary emphasis on the LTTE which
claims complete sway over the Tamil society, all Tamil
parties without exception should be called upon to

panded to form sort

€ome out precisely with what they are clamouring for,

Muslim parties should be given a similar opportunity.
In the backdrop of one being armed with a comprehen-
sive knowledge and understanding of the people’s
mind one would certainly be in a position of strength lu
draw’the line between true objectives and prop
ploys, They must be made to understand that
not on their side and that bluff and double bluff would
not do to cover up crimes with political trappings.
Zest and zeal would be decisive in filling the bank
with invaluable data
Despite being misinformed of the true situatidon
kept in the dark in regerd to actual fac
dist d history of events and del
doings and misguided in o
anti-national interests, Sinhala
provinces is extremely img
Buddhists and Christians of differen ¥
stand that most other urgent problems, the resolution
of which hangs the future of the country, are waiting in
the wings until,the course of events are turned away
from conflict. They do not wamnd 1o swim in their own
blood any more: Tirr )
jo the extra
e Tluumu sections
2 jungle continues
nation will be

Chanvinistic thinking would be a eption rather
than the rule If any such tenden that may be there
are set against similar ones on the part of a section of

Tamil leadership, each would finish itself by swallow--

ing the venom of communalism.
Views of the majority Sinhalese would form invalu-

abi2 data ;

Next, the main stream national political parties, the
culprits, must be put on the deck. Despite their being
guilty of creating all the chaos in the country, explana
tions of their deeds, rather misdeeds and accusations
they try to hurl accross against each other will certainly
provide useful data, a thorough analysis of which
should point to where the whole thing had gone
wrong

Advices

Views and advites of international human rights
organizations such as the Amnesty International,
UNHRC, the International Alert and the Asia Watch
would undoubtedly be invaluable, They have to play a
role in this process mainly in the cont hat the
aspect of human rights in the war-torn North and the
South as well as consistantly drawn their
attention. The necessity to ensure that
of now perilously suppressed human rights ¢
in hand with universa dards too calk
co-operation

next ‘t confine yourself

centre but will-also get in touch with the ruling
AIADMK and the DMK as well in Tamil Nadu. It might
be necessary to look further down thg road to reath to
the bottom of relations, overt and cowert, between the
LTTE and the DMK and to comprehend the shockir
state of affairs that prevailed when the latter during its
rule wenl out of its way to strengthen with open arms
the quHm'J capacity of its armed ally. Equally impor
tant would be the advent of a changed political climate
there since the AIADMK and Congress (I) ended a
peniod of political ties, ties that highlighted vows made
by Jayalalitha to civilize the brutal beast after the killing

.\01 Rajiv Gandhi by a human bomb in the'backlash of a
tecord of failings on the part of the Congress (I)
Government to hook the monster

~ The facts that would emerge from this part of t
ex ercise would indicate the direction to which bruta
forces had led away a genuine struggle for cor
aspirations of a people
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Majority Sinhalese inevitably be called upon to be
litthe more altruistic in their outlook — for the sake of a
secured future for their loved ones, at least.

Political parties will be required to match their
words with deeds. Many of them among not only
Tam-l snd Mushm pames but also among national




