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of violence now

'we great natonal
leaders have been brutally
murdered, in the capital
city, within the course of
just a few days.

The list is gradually be-
coming big and it would
be foolish 1o assume that
i would not become
bigger and bigger.

Several theories have
been espoused to explain
the killings — some with
the idea of gaining as
much political mileage as
possible, But if we believe
that these do not have any

connection to our burning
national questicn it would
be the greatest blunder we
would be committing.
Undvrslandubl) the
Government did not press
on very much with the

LTTE angle - perhaps to
avoid a repetition of the
1983 orgy. All right think-
ing citizens should con-
gratulate the new Presi.
dent and the security for-
ces for "the excellent
manner in - which they
handled the situation.
Due credit also should g0
o the media for the re-
sponsible role — thus pre-
Venung a national calamity
Of course the Tamils
living all over the island
had some anxious mo-
ments. Many went into
hiding abandoning all
their worldly belongings
losave I' ‘- dear lives

once bitten twice shy,

It was encouragirg to
note that the new Pres;.
dentin his first message to
the nation has Stated that
finding a solution to our
¢thnic problem s one of
his highest priorities,
This is nof something
new, Many, before him,
have said the same thing
before. Once in power no-
thing tangible happech

AProving the often repeat-

ed LTTE slogan that the
Sinhala Buddhists would
never give the Tamils any-
thing worthwhile to
abandon their demand for
an Eelam,

While on the other
hand in a situation where
being in power or getting
Into power is the main ob-
Jective, it would be nidicy-
lous to €xpect any politi-
cal party 1o antagonize
the Sinhala Buddhists on
whose votes their desti-
nies depend, Unfortunate-
ly the Sinhala Buddhist
sentments are hardcnmg
everyday and the mili-
lary-oplion seems to be
gaining Popularity

A very common allega-
ton that was levelled
against the former Presi-
dent was that he prevent-
ed the army from taking
over Jaffna on severa| oc-
casions, This may be far
from the truth byt 5 wide
Cross section of the Sy

Lankan people, from the
ordinary man on the
street to the rich and the
intellectual, seem to be be-
lieving this - lock, stock
and barre]

Venerable Galaboda
Gnaniswara thero, one of
the most trusted friends of

the late President, very -

correctly mentioned in his
funeral oration that it is
time that al| major politi-
cal parties got together to
find a sefution 1o the na-
tional problem.

Once again what type
of a solution he had in
mind was not clear. Is it to
solve the terrorist prob-
lem by defeating the
LTTE orisitto agreeona
common agenda to dis-
cuss and decide on the
demands of the Tamil
people — which have
been dragging on for a
long long time?

The LTTE is no doubt
 racist, terroris group
whose activities are being
condemned by the ciy-
ilized world.. But in the
war against them the vic-
tims have invariably been
innocent civilians, men,
women and children be-
longing 10_all the com.
munities,

So how are we going to
solve this problem? It in-
deed is the million dollar
question.

In my opinion it is time
that the ordinary people
of this country who are
financing this expensive
war took some initiative
of their own 1o press all
political parties to declare

their stand clearly and op-

enly

People should be made
fully aware of the colossal
expenditure that s being
incurred on the war and
the long term social and
psychological effects on -
the whole population 5
children4n particular.

Government policies
should be geared 1o re-
move all forms of discrim-
inations and to bring
about reconciliation and
peace among\all ethaic
groups. It is sad © note
that many progressive
policies are only in paper
and no action s being
taken (0 implement them
One good example-is the
use of the Tamil language
or for that matter the | ng-
lish language in govern-
ment offices

If we fail in this endea-
vour, very soon we would®
be killing each other. We
have no time to loose

Let us decide, today.
what we are going 10 do
next

N.M.M. Rajudeen,
Peradeniya




