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151C nghe Premadasa and Mr
Lalith* A;IH“J hmmld were both outstanding
personalities who, we must remember, inspired
strong and contrary emotions among different
sections of our people. However, the bitter
claims and counter-claims that have followed
their demi be transcended as the
nation consolidates itself to achieve the unity
and prosperity which they envisioned

When the initial shock has passed, it is
incumbent upon those to whom the torch has
passed to ensure that the course of self-
destructive pol our country has endured for
well nigh two decades is brought to a speedy
end.

Above all, the two assassinations serve to
remind us that every action brings forth its
reaction and that, in the longer term, means and
ends are indeed one and the same. That evil
yields evil and good yields good is a truth as old
as history which is the confirmation that the
politics of violence, by its very nature, is neither
stable nor 5ubtdlr1df),£‘ for long.

The temptation to engage in acts of political
violence is difficult to resist when the stakes are
high. It is increased when the means to do so
are radily available in the form of private armies
of undisciplined thugs and criminals.

Therefore, the disarming. of all private
armies should be the most urgent priority of the
new President, His Excellency D. B. Wijétunga
and his government.

In a demo i aw, the only
rightful bearers eapons are the armed
f nd the police. No one else,
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¢ needs is neither the
politics of viole of exclusion, but instead
it needs the politics &8f.cooperation. To the
extent that the Wester uired models of the
wcutive Presidenti ui and the Westminster
Parliamentary Sy s have been misperceived
and misused, they have encouraged a “winner

take all™ attitude
As a result they have both been

v

tremendousiy Im!mf il 1o the country and have
led political parties and indiv dddl politicians to
destructive rivalries

Therefore, as its second priority the govern:
ment should set in motion a process of far
reaching constitutional change in which power
will be equitably distributed in society, betwegen
the state and the citizen, the government and
opposition, between the majority and minority

" ethnic communities and between the urban and

rural areas.

Achieving the two goals of a violence-free
society and a balanced constitutional structare
would require a period of at least one year in
which the different political forces in society can
get to work cooperatively. -
=l the present period of political polansa~
tion and mistrust it is unlikely that the govern-
ment and opposition parties, by:themselves,
can manage the required process of transition.

It is in this context, therefore, that the role
that individuals from outside the political arena,
who have not got themselves trapped in the
vicious cycle of polarisation and mistrust, can
play should be carefully considered.

With the foregoing in mind | earnestly
request President Wijetunga to transcend the
narrow political considerations that have deter-
mined governmental policies in the past. It is
this self-centred attitude, and lack of an all
encompassing vision, that Have led to the
present polarisation and mistrust in society, the
use of violence against opponents, corruption
and wastage and the victimisalion of non-
governmental organisations, including the Sar
vodaya Movement =

' The country is ready for healing “and
change, of that there can be no doubt. Every
time | go*to a village | am assured that the
adversity that |, and countless others in the
nation have undergone, have prepared ‘and
disciplined us for what lies ahead

To quote Mahatma Gandhi, “There will
have to be rigid and iron discipl before we
achieye anything great and enduring. That
discipline will not come by mere académic
argument and appeal to reason and logic.
Discipline is learnt in the school of dllvelslf‘,’"
The challenge to renew our wounded nation
must be accepted jointly, not selfishly or alone.
Dr. A. T. Ariyaratne
Sarvodaya




