aditonal broadcas!
by the Vowce ol America
on May 7 reiterated what
President Bill Clinton saies
in response 10 the assas
sinations of President
Ranasinghe Premadasa
and Lalith Athulathmuda
li that the United States
hopes “the people.of Sri
Lanka will join together at
this difficuft iime 10 re-
now their commitment to
the fight against terror-
ism and 1o underscore
their support for therr
demacratic institutions,”
I'he aditorial said poli
tical assassins nave
struck again in Sri Lanka
On May 1, President
Ranasinghe Premadasa
wias murdered on s way
10 a political rally in Col-
aombo, the Sn Lankan

J

capital. He was killed b

y
sucide bomber who de-

tonatad explosigs strap-
ped to s body. About
two dozen other peopie
were killed in the bomb-
ing. and several dozen
more were wounded

In a statemen! releasad
v the White House, p"."i.
ident Bill Chinton conde-
mned the assassaation
of the Sn Lankan Pres
dent as a “brutal act of
tacrorism”. Chinton sad
that “President Premada-
sa secrved s country
with great gistinction. As
Prime Minister and then
as Preswdent, he workeas
tirelessly 10 promate hi
country’'s developmen
and.raise the standard of
living of all. S Lankans
His efforts made a resi

citizens.”

he murder of Pres
dent Preamadasa was the
secong major politica
assassination in Sri
Lanka in recent days
Only about & week be
fore. Lalith Athulath
mudali, 8 prominani
opposttion leader, was
gunned down at a poific
al rally.

: Such political vio-
lence has pfagued Sri
Lanka for the pas! de-
cade. The violence has
included assassinalions
of political eaders in Col-
ambo and other cities, as
well as massacres of

thousands of ordinary

citizeans in villages

throuahout the couniry

About /4 per cant nf 50
Lanka's 17 million people
are ethnic Sinhalese, and
about 18 pets
Tamils. Most
are Bouddhis

amils atr
although sizeable minor-
ties in each group are
Christian. About 7 per-
~ant of Sri'Lanka’s peopla
are Muslhims n tha
1980s, a gradually esca
lating conflict broke oul
between the government
of Sri Lanka and separa’l
st glements among ne
lamils. The separalisis
entered nagotizhons with
the gll:l'.'i_‘ll;l'l'lérl-'. n Apnl
1988 but broke tham ofl
about a year later. Since
the insurgengy. was re
sumed thousands ef Sri
Lankans have been killed




