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‘Links between human trafficking and drugs trade being probed.
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Links between human trafﬁcmng
and drugs trade belng probed

by Shamindra
Ferdinando ~

The governments of
Britain and Canada
have launched inves-
tigations into the activi-
ties of Sri Lankan
Tamils invelved in the
booming ‘human traf-
ficking trade' after evi-
dcncc that they were
also engaged in the
h|ghi\, profitable narco-

cs business and gold
smuggling.

Colombo based di-
plomats revealed that
they are currently in-
quiring into the activi-
ties of men engaged in
the smuggling of Sri
Lankan Tamils into
foreign countries fol-
lowing indications -of
their involvement in the
narcotics trade.

Thousands of Tamils
arrive in variou$ coun-
tries through false
travel documents pro-

Tamil

es in \)_’ omb

Britidh and Canadian
investigations come
amidst orts of new
measur to combat
the i gal entry of Sri
Lankans inté foreign
countri The Cana-
dians have already in-
troduced new pass-
orts with, additional
security features in a
bid to combat the false
travel document trade
controlled by Sri Lank-
an Tamils living there.

“The Island” learns
that. some other coun-
tries may shortly initiate
their own investigations
into the links between
the ‘human trafficking
trade’ and narcotics
trade.

“A lot of countries are
cooperating with each
other to combat the
threat posed by travel

agencies eng
narcotics,

Some t >
of the narcotics
'human trafficking
trade’ are used to se-
cure more
ammunition an )
ment for the LTTE

Foreign officials are
conducting investiga
tions both here and
abroad to assess the

Jinks between the two

trades.

Meanwhile a multi-
national delegation
which visited Colombo
in February this year to
explore ways and
means of preventing Sri
Lankans from abusing
international travel
documents in a report
states that 280 person-
ne! were trained to im-
prove their capability to
identify false docu-
ments. The trained per-
sonnel were attached

’U airhines operating

of Katuna Im-
m.lgrmlon and four per
sonnel from the Austra
lian, Canadian, German
and Netherlands
embassies, the report
added.

The report reveals
that the delegation had
a crucial meeting with
Colombo based diplo
mats of Australia,
Canada, Finland,
France, Germany, In-
dia,” Indonesia, South
Korea, Netherlands,
Norway, Russia,
Sweden, Switzerland
and Britain to discuss
ways to combat the
‘human trafficking
trade. Colombo based
diplomats are currently
engaged in efforts to
introduce and plan
further measures
against the ‘human
trafficking trade' “The
Island” learns.




