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Eelam delivered C (o

blow to the Govel
Lanka on Friday (20) ina light-
tack that set ablaz
tallations at Kolonnawa
I , bringingth
country to rtual standstill
1 which fol

d in addition to mil
Jollars worth of fuel
went up in smoke
Among the injured wasthe BBC
Jlombo correspondent,
y, who was Of
smen al the
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system
tmuchtobe

ving re that
ntelligence is falling

short of pre-emptying possible
s in Colombo’s strategic

is particularly so
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concentrating on

1.30 a.m. on Friday (20) in
Orugodawat
Kolonnawaoil installations, h
fireballs rocketing into the air
! o5 of black clouds
ning the city
The strike was obviously
aimed at causing maximum
o the infrastructure of
the country. The two points of
attack were the storage point for
oil and the distribution
point of consumer fuel
The fire, which raged un-
ntrolled, had all the
firefighting units from the fire
brigade, municipality, air force
and harbour, but in vain; the fir
rages on. The Governme
was compelled to seek techni-
cal assistance from Indiatocon
t he fire which has
engulfed C
urbs.
The attack was carr

ressed in

sits
divided into nine zo
road runs

one to fiv g
zones six to nine. The attack
was launched on zone one and
two which have four tanks con
taining kerosene, d

aviation turbine fuel. Sixt

at Kolonnawa were

mortars, roying two ¢

four tanks at the site
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with various consumer goods

was apprehended by the Police

S Kolonnawa

atagoda. When the se

rity personnel searched the

forry thoroughlythey discovéred

RPGs, mortars, asuicidekit, hand

ades and other terrorist

pment in the lorry. Police

ot that the lorry was to be

used to tak 0

safety. Polic e are now question-
amil driver

was the first instance

nature

Thes

large

buildings. A rumour that the

LTTE had attacked the

Sapugaskande Oil Refinery also

caused panic among Colombo

Police found a card

20 numbers on the dead

may be

others in

patedinthe

\olonnawa
Sirasa FM reporters ha

aMuslimh
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moment was broadcasting the
incident. Theterror

The Government responded
tothe attack' by banning the issu-
ing of petrol and diesel except
for the health and essential serv-
ices. By 12 noon on Friday,
Police had prevented theentry of
vehicles intothecity. Inorder to
arrest the attackers who are be-
lieved to have escaped, security
personnel in Colombo and out-
stations had conducted opera-
tions.

OnFrida g
caught two Tamilmensuspe
of being attackers and handed
them over to the Wellampitiya
police, for questioning.

A fightalso ensued between
Government forces and five
LTTE attackers at an area close
to the Dematagoda Police Sta-
tion where a suspected LTTEer
was killed

Althoughtherewere rumours

is damaged, there is no
such reports, secutity
aid. The security at this

fold by the Poli

DIG Bandara and Gampaha Di-

\ ns Seneviratine Bandara
aid. DIG Bandaraappointed SP
amaldeen to overlook security




