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L.TTE obstructs
NGOs, says British

The Sri Lanka Monitor a
bulletin published by the
British Refugee Council
Has condemned the inter
ference of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) in the activities of
the International  aid

>s working in the

The bulletin has stated
that the International aid

_agencies working 1n the

“ North have come under

increasing pressure from
tough néw ‘Tiger policies’
According to  the
bullétin the local staff of
the foreign NGO organ-
isations have been
threatened , fuel syphoned
¢és and aid con-

by the LTTE
The bulletin also added
tl NGOs i d
that in fu
they will be dictated by
the LTTE wheré€ to work,
how much to spend and to

employ whom

‘The Sri Lanka Mon
itor’ states

“In the latest of a senies
of incidents on 10 March,
a “convoy from Inter-
national refugee agency
UNHCR was stopped at a
new Tiger checkpoint
three miles south of
Puliyankulam where
Mullaitivu cadre demun
ded Rs. 2,500 (860) tax «nd
Rs. 250 “checkingTee™ per
lorry. Ten days later an
International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC)
convoy was stalled at
Pulivankulam for 12
hours after refusing 10
pay. Three months su
of vaccines for Kilinoch
chi hospital were spoiled

“Private traders |
sume Tiger taxes plus 2
of the value of the load
Another Rs. 10,000 por
lores imil grov:
and Army ally PLOTE
before they cross the |
chehimoddar ¢h

proes ta T

Continued on page 4
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LTTE obstructs...

~ North of Vavuniya injo

Tiger—controlled territor-
y. Over 50 traders’ lorrie$
cross Nochchimoddai
every day.

“The three—year
military blockade of the
North has generated a

massive payday  of
‘millions of rupeesa month
for the Tigers and corrupt
Army officers filtering
contraband™ across_ the
frontline. Over 40 staple
goods including petrol,
medicines and batteries
are banned. Military adv-
isers are currently urging
President Wijetunga to lift
the blockade and strangle
the Tigers' cash flow.

“In a joint letter to the
LTTE's Central Commit-
tee delivered in early
April, aid agencies say
humanitarian  assistance
should be exempt from
the Tiger's tax regime and
that Non—Governmental
agencies (NGOs) must
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maintain their indepen-
dence and ability 1o
choose and implement
their own projects.
“There is growing pres-
sure from LTTE for inter-
national NGOs in the
North to work through
local partner NGOs on
Tiger—approved projects.
Local “staff have been
threatened, diesel sy-
phoned from vehicles and
convoys searched.

“The Tigers say as the
de facto government they

-have the overview of local

needs and priorities and
are seeking only to “coor-
dinate™ NGO program-
mes. They point to
Mullaitivu district where
international NGOs are
working in only six re-
fugee camps close to
Puthukudiyiruppu while
there are another 20
camps desperately need-
ing - assistarice  further

Continued from pdge 1

south in the Weli Oya
area. NGOs fear that in
the future they will be told
where to work, how much
to spend and who to em-
ploy.

“The Tigers have
looked long and hard at
the $1 million donated by
the German government
to the Jaffna—based
Tamil Rehabilitation Or-
ganisation and almost $1
million UNHCR plans to
spend on
“micro—projects” in
Kilinochchi through
American NGO Care In-
ternational and - perhaps
decided it is time to take
over. LTTE's Director of
Finance Kutti has plans to
introduce Ris own block-
ade banning a range of
products from the south
to boost local production.
But, if LTTE pushes the
NGO's too hard, they
cannot push back. They
can only pull out.”




