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e Yamils brawl in the ,
*-&treets of London

rom our London Corr.
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The rivalary between
affna and Batticaloa
hsylum seekers in Lon-

has culminated in
iolent street fighting.

Two incidents of gang
yarfare between the riv-
il Tamil factions were
vitnessed on the Streets
f London on October
3, according to a news
ulletin of Sunrise
[Ethnic Radio. The bulle-
in reported that both

incidents had occurred in
the heavily Asian popu-
lated outskirts of Lon-
don. The first incident
took place in Ealing
Road, Wembley id a de-
nsely populated Sri
Lankan Tamil refugee
area. When eight Tamils
got involved in a brawl,
alerted by neighbours,*a
number of police vans
and cars rushed to the
scene to find Tamils
armed with handguns,
baseball bats and lethal
CS Gas canisters. Soon

.lent

the police successfully
managed to stop a BMW
car, with fi youths,
which was i
make a desperate
attempt to make a quick
get away from the vio-
scene. Inside the
BMW the police de-
tected a Tamil youth
who had sustained head
injuries and was rushed
to hospital for urgent
medical attention.

The second incident
occurred in a residence
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at Alperton, also in the
Wembley area. At this
residence the police
found five Tamils with
clubs, knives, baseball
and cricket bats in their
possession. Five youths

“were apprehended by

police, taken to the
police station and subse-
quently ~“charged under
the Public Order Off-
ences’. They were later
bailed out, with orders
themselves
again at the Police sta-
tion at a later date. T
Wembley Police Liaison
Officer, described it as,
an incident of inter-gang
fighting”. Since the
charges were not framed
against the Tamils at the
time ‘The Island’ con-
tacted the police, The
Liaison Officer was un-
able to divulge the
names of the Tamils in-
volvedy v

In the recent

past

many have seen a rapid

increase in the number
of Tamil youths joining
variou$ gangs similar to
the Chinese Triad Gangs
who operate within Chi-
na  Town in London.
Thése groups are said to
be involved in organised
csime, drug trafficking,
prostitution and extor-
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The Tamil youth wh
join these gangs belon
mainly to the category ¢
dsylum seekers. Thes
factions also make the

‘presence felt at vario

Lankan functior
date people and inva
ably try to get involv
with confrontations wi
Sinhala and other Tan
youth.

Prior to this latest ou
burst of iriter gang vi
lence various sloga
have been appearing
bus stops in Wembl
area criticising the Bat
caloa Tamils. The s
gans spelt displeasure
the Batticaloa Tam
and had demanded t}
they be sent back to B
ticaloa immediately. I
also a well known t
there have been frequ
friction between the J:
na and Batticaloa Ta
communities in: Lond
and the two incident
an indication that
Tamil youth in Lonc
have ‘taken their ir
community squabt
out of Jaffna and Be
caloa on to the str
their/ new chosen
havén — London'’,




