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NEW DELHI — Tamil rebels ap
pear to have heightened their
campaign of terror in Sri Lanka
with brutal precision, shooting
and hacking to death at least 24
villagers yesterday and threat
ening to push the country back
into a chasm of ethnic hatred

The Sri Lankan military said
members of the Liberation Ti-
gers of 'l)mnI_Hvl:nn attacked
two Sinhalese villages in north
eastern Lanka before dawn

ay, killing at least 24 peo-

wounding 15 more and

hing more thap 40 huts

Among the dead were seven

children, including a six-day-old
baby

With fi uch atta in the
past six days, the rebels have
killed more than 110 civilians,
most of them Sinhalese, and cut
to the heart of Sri Lanka’s politi
cal divide.

Military officials said the
rebel group wants to divert the
army’s attention from the north-
ern Jaffna Peninsula, where for
the past 10 days the two sides
have been ged in fierce
fighting that, according to gov-
ernment sourc has claimed
the lives of 126 soldiers and 455
rebe

“The terrorists are desperate
beca they can’t face our
army in Jaffn: military
spokesman Brigadier Mu
nasnghe told reporters.

The fighting has also pushed
tens of thousands of Tamils fr
their homes in northern
Lanka.

In an interview, a senior
Tamil politician said the govern-
ment should halt its massive of-
fensive in Jaffna to spare inno
cent civilians. “The situation is

ACKHOUSE
and Mail

ctober 27, 1995

A Sinhalese woman walks past a soldier yesterday after fleeing mass:
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kesu Sivasithamparam, presi
dent of the Tamil United Libe
ation Front, a small party th:
supports President Chandril
Kum ga’s one-seat major-
ity in parliament

He said 30,000 to 40,000 Tamils
have fled thei es in Jaffna,
and many ar
reach of relie
food to the
on the gov

encies that ship
worthern peninsula
s behalf

ator in Jaf
fna, who works under rebel su-
pervision, told Reuters New
Agency that 10 civilians were
killed when air force
bombed Jaffna city yesterday.

In Colombo, hundreds of
young Tamils have also be
tained by police in tk
for the guel
the attack I
city’s main oil

This sort of thing makes the

mil people resent the gover
ment, Mr. Sivasithamparam
said. “They're not willing to
study a political proposal in this
environment

As the military conflict inten-
sifies in Jaffna, with both side:
apparently fighting to the deatt

T Tamil politicians have
ened to pull out of Mrs.

the

s on Sinhalese in

e of villagers in Sri Lanka.

Kumaratunga's parliamentary
alliance. Yet as the rebels ignite
the rest of the tropical island in
terror, she faces an equal, if not
greater, backlash from Sinhalese
nationalists who.want to crush
the Tamil s -atist movement

Tamils represent about 18 per
cent of Sri Lanka’s population of
17 million.

Leaders of “the right-wing
United National Party, which
ruled Lanka until M Ku-
maratunga’s victory in 1993, al
have threatened to vote

her proposed constitu

amendments which

tional
would give the Tamils a semi-au-

tonomous region in the coun
try’'s north and east. Such
amendments need a two-thirds
majority in parliament, which
the UNP could scupper

“While power should be de:
volved, it cannot be devolved to
the point of dividing the na-
tion,” said Susil Munusinghe,
senior UNP member of parlia
ment.

Mr. Munusinghe said he and
most members of the UNP
would not support Mrs. Kumara-
tunga’s political package as it
stands. But he doubted that the
rebels want a
tlement, any
deeply enmeshe
said

While the government en-

ged in talks with the rebe
last winter, th brol

fire in April and returned

to fighting. Kumaratunga

ed her military to launch

nsive in July but it failed

badly when the front ranks of

the invasion force ran out of am-
munition.

The military then p:
for a massive autumn offensive,
with new equipment and better
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step up terror attacks

()I‘th >astern Sr L;mku

tactics, including aircraft to sup-
ound troops, and thus
ars to hold the upper hand
y sources said the Tamil
's ‘'on Tuesday executed 29
ivilians whom they la
belled traitors for supporting the
government offensive. |
By moving thousands of
troops to the northern front,
however, the military has ex
posed its flank in eastern and
central Sri Lanka, where the re-
bels have struck against Sinha
lese civilians with brutal prec
sion in the past week. And it is
now in a race to reach the rebel |
stronghold - of Jaffna town be:
fore heavy rains arrive in No-
vember, when troop and artil
lery movement becomes more
difficult
Mr. Munusinghe said the mil
itary must shift its tactic
We trying to fight a guer
war with standard war tech
niques,” he said. “It is like the
Americans in Vietnam
If the military F
flank to sabot Mrs. Kumara
tunga may have left one of her
political flanks unguarded,
As the rebels step up the

she may soon face the
wrath of the influential Buddh
t rgy, many of wh

But many Tamils al
ienated from the country. Sin:
ount for almost all of
nation’s police force and
rmed services personnel
uation that turns many
encounters into ethnic issues
r the past 30 ye

ged Sinhalese farn
to newly irrigate
north
inces, a resettlement program
that many Tamils resented




