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The security forces
fighting in the north are
now in a position to re-
capture Jaffna within
three’ days, Acting De-
fence Minister Col.
Anuruddha Ratwatte
told a gathering of diplo-
‘mats on Friday.

But the Minister said
that the government
would not hasten
pace to do so because it
wants to minimise loss of
human life and damage
to property.

He said the group had

the-
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Sclos% to retaking Jaffna
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been given special orders
to free Jaffna from the
LTTE with the least
possible loss of life and
damage to property even

,if it took a little longer

than three days.

Therefore he said that
the government would
not rev-up the military
thrust to capture Jaffna
town, and would allow
the field commander at
the front to set a time
frame.

He ‘said that the
morale of his troops was
high and that they were
well looked after. The
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civilians and the LTTE
cadres who surrendered
to the forces were being
treated well. '

Minister’ of Ha{lsing.
Construetion and Public
Utilities, Nimal Siripala
de Silva explaining the
reconstruction and re-
habilitation programme
to the diplomats said
that every possible step
had been taken to res-
tore civil life in the areas
liberated by the govern-
ment forces.

In answer to a ques-
tion by a diplomat
whether there were any

food supplies and medi-
cine in the north, Minis-
ter de Silver said that
despite the falsé prop-
aganda spread by the
LTTE there were stocks
of food and medicine in
the north.

Minister of Justice and
Constitutional Affairs
Prof. G. L. Peiris said
that the governments de-
volution proposals were
ready and would be pre-
sented to parliament at
the appropriate time.
However, it would take
a while because of the
forthcoming budget.




