(o¥hen willthe Army

take Jaffna? In a

eck, a fortnight?

Belofe the rains come fo
rujftthe pitch — to use a
dtory metaphor with
stomary bow to the

‘.\n "€ The trouble is that
He muu\xlmh\\l'! ave
he didn't go (o

-cent school. And in

Yarly case, you won't find
hanging about town

\ the Army reaches
llm.y. There'll” probab}
fibe enough young Tigers
Heftbehind o domaximum
Emfichief..throw a grenade
§ k slit a soldier's throat
fthGe? But the bulk of the
S s fighting force will
surely retreat to fight an-
in another

explains why I
reading (re-reading in fact)
R. Narayan Swamy's
s: from boys to guer-
and Lt. General
pande’s  Assign-
ment Jaffna, and our own
ditigent'student of uncon-
v wars, Rol
Guharatne
Where will the LTTE
retreattofightanotherday,
meaning next month? The
Mullaitivu jungles, the
Wanni? Have they ex-
ed their missiles? Can
ourSLAFplanes fly safely?
11 that, what of
sleepers™ in the
South? We saw what hap:
Colombo last
k. Do they have sui-
ebomt nay-
{-murdersquadsin

other major cities/townsin
the Sinhala south too?
Yes, questions, ques-
tions — just to remind
ourselves that marching
into Jaffna is not necessar
ily the end of a long
struggle. Not at all. It is
only the beginning of an-
other phase, just as the
IPKF discovered, And In
dia has enough men and
material to fight three-
four-five ethnic/separatist

insurgencies. After all,
has the second L\A;c‘z
standing army inthe world.

Will we ask for Indian
assistance, and what would
be Delhi's response? Intel-
ligence, coastal surveil-
lance, arms, probably; but

men, no. Delhi s oo sensi-

tive to Tamilnadu opinion
Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao, asoutherner, more so.
The thrust of his questions
when I talked to him in the
PM’s office for about 30-
40 minutes convinced me
thatno Indian prime minis-

certainly no southerner
like Mr. Rao, can be any
thingbut deeply concern
in Tamil politics in Sri
Lanka and the secessionist
struggle in the north-and-
east

My question about the
andhi assassination trial,
and Indo-Sn L Amk.mmw‘
eration in the field of
counte rhmxr'.\w.\mcv\‘;«l
this measured answer
he concerned Indian
agencies havere d full
cooperation from their
counterparts in Sri Lanka.
Both India and Sri Lanka
in their determination ‘to
ht the scourge of terror-
ism, have ,‘..N\l enal

legislation on the §
onvention against terror-
ism, The authorities con-
cemnedin thetwo countries
have also institutionalised
measures, suchasexchange
of informat periodic
meetings etc., regarding
various illegal activities
across the border”

When the LTTE is
pressed in the north, their
best trained cadres will
withdraw, allowing the new

it 10 test their guer

ski against “the
intruder” while the “main
force” will carefully pick
time and place for armed
confrontations. But that
won'tbe all. I fear terrorist
operations will be mounted
insouthermntowns and care:
fully selected targets will

be picked to demoralise
“the enemy” and rouse
anti-government feeling.
Though it may seem
purely theor al, the per
sistence with which Iquld
and Prime Minister Rao
himself take up the extra
dition issue (Prabhakaran
and Pottu Amman) is the
plainest signal that the
LTTE and the Rajiv Gan
dhi issue are not merely
important political issu
but matters that involve
Indian national and re
gional security
Tabloid terrorists
No, I am no
whistleblower. Been too
long in the business to do
the dirty work. But v
ugh guy, Edmund Jay
charge, as Comrade Presi
Chandrika's Super-
Censor, here's an_early
waming
tabloid gt
geti y
murder, say the B!
sade. Kindly
rades, that our
takes the line

British, no
R

Sanders, abandone
on account of “
and

The press
he would

to consider whether con
tempt charges should be
rought against - certain

lishers and ~editors

greater penalties than I can
impose”, he said
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50th anniversary celebra-
tions of the UN. former
President J.R.J. observed:
“In retrospect, it should be
said that visit has
produced positive results
The situation that devel-
oped at the time of her
departure did not worsen
either. Therefore I think
that the protests againt the
visit are no longer valid”"

Even the last Emperor
has a fundamental right to
second thoughts

WAR IN THE NORTH — terrorism in the South
b N ;\M

Inote also that the right
hand of Junius the Genius
has not lost its cunning.
Responding to reporter

Kalansuriya 's next move,
Jthe G (Junius the Genius)
informed the Daily News
man that he did not wish to
speak at length on the
currentpolitical situation™.
Fair enough. But Ranga
whydidn'tyoupresshimto
share some of his thoughts
briefly? Or did

Finally, why don't you
have another shot? Don't
let »d manners” and all
that restrain you. Trust
your natural instincts as a
Teporter. You won't go
wrong

Who dun it?

Guess who? “asked the
author of the briefest of
notes who had chosen to
introduce himself *“Brain
Teaser”. Evidently he
wanted me to guess the
identity of “the Sri Lankan
scholar” responsible for
this extraordinary passage:

This instrumentalist
and constructivist perspec
tiveis currently the regnant
one,and mostofitsinsights
and demonstrations arg ac-
curate, irresistible, ,and
suited to our so-called post-
modern ambience. But if
the primordialist view:is
reactionaryand prejudiced
the instrumentalist View
by its very voluntaristic
constructionism and
contextualism, givesusin-
adequate access toi-the
seemingly enduring power
of ethnic appeal” ‘as
structurating ~ sentiments
and as instant pu\ku of
ethnic appeal as
structurating _ sentiments
and as instant mobilizer 8f
crowds for collectivepo-
litical action. And those
theorists who have tried to

combine the notion of
throwback primordiatist
sentiments with presertist
instrumentaliststrategizing
have not convin HV
given the answer [ e
continuing cultural andSo
cial potency of
ethnonationalism'

Guess who? Whodin-
deed?Itisn't you, Kumari,
or wait a minute, How
about you Radhika?#All
that strategizing. Okay, 1
give up. “Brain teaser”
promiises to help me iffdm

s

That I am, compad
that 1am

Hold it ;
Susantha G....? Comg on
give me aclue, pal Wibng
Iis Harvard pundit, 5. J
Thambiah




