refer
Deshamamaka's (D) re-
ply to me ap)
the page 8 o
day Time:

Inmyreply to D which

April 17 I taunted that if
articles in defence of a
President are to be taken

.y shouldnot

this taunt,
describes
politi-
cal commentator and
Presidential confidante"
Malm’c\\h:n the whole
country is
result of lhk ill consid-
ered statements made by
the President, that he also
has “confidant akes
confusion orse
confunded! Why an all-
powerful  executive
President’s ‘confidante’
should be shy orashamed
of himself as not to want
10 disclose his identity is
surely a matter of regret.
D says that what the
President hasstated is that
whatis happeningin the
Northat present is not an
cthnic conflict but a t
roristproblem . Thisisa
lic, What the President has
said, time and again, is
simply this, “there is no
ethnic problem, but saly
aterrorist problem . The
)‘lwdvm has been
ing there is no ethnic
mu m in this country
What D has tried to do is
1o give his own words to
limit it to the North. Thxx
is dishonesty at its hig
est. Who is, once aga
guilty of deliberate fals
hoods and half truth
D laboriously quotes
he President from hisin-
terview to The Sunday
Times of January 20
1994. What is the use of
D going to such extents?
Does he not know that
qfter the Pre ukmsuncd
on his hobby-horse
no ’:l‘lr ¢
ri Lanka, his
own Prime Minister has
gone out of his way to
pegate the impact by
conceding, on as many
occasions, that there is an
cthnic problem in this
country? Does D not
know that the whole
world is laughing at the
factthatinthe President's
specches which are off-

the -cuff, he comes out in
histrue colours. whilstin
speeches which are
written down, he is more
sober and conciliatory?
Has not D seen that the
sentiments expresse.
the President’s speeches
off-the-cuff arc diaetri-
opposed to the sen-
timents in

Let us, for a moment,
e the words D puts
into the mouth of lm
Presid Wh
happening inthe
csent is not an ethni
conflict but a terrorist
problem . Of cour:
what is happs in the
North is not an cthnic
conflict tothe extent that
there are no Muslims and
Sinhalese in numbers the:
to fight but only Tamils.
Equally, what is happen-
ing in the North is not a
terrorist problem cith
because there is a war
going on (m e, call it 2
al or con-
ventional war or a g
rilla war, there
gainsay thatthere isa s
~not only in the North but
also in the East. What is
the “terrorism’ that is go-
ing on in the North? Will
D claborate? Is war, ‘ter-
rorism'? Are they syn-
onymous?

Clearcut answer

Let us not beat about
ush, as D says.

the President — is the
or is there not, an ethnic
problemin Sri Lanka? Let
theworld havea clear-cut
answer 1o this question,
now that D is described
as a * Presidential confi-
dante’, What is the posi-
tion of the Prime Minis-
ter, the Government and
the UNP - is there, or is
there not, an ethnic prob-
lem in Sri Lanka? Ls
answer. There are Tamil
card-carrying members of
the UNP - Pulunll.m
aneshaling
Let anyone (hc say
that there is no ethnic
problem in Sri Lanka to-
day. There are Tamil
publicservants, whomthe
Government hold out as
propaganda gimmicks.
Let even anyone of them
say that there is no ethnic
problem. That would be
theacidtest. Will D orthe
UNP take up my chal-
len|

ACTC Chiefs rejoinder to Deshamamaka

Dquotesthe Presidegt
from his interview It
couldbetermedanethnic
conflict, if the Tamil
people were persecutedin
therestof the country and
driven out™. If
President thinks that there
canbe ‘an cthnic conflict®
only if Tamils are physi-
|y driven from pillarto
post, then I feel sorry for
the President and more
sorry for his confidante
who upholds that point
of view.
Dquotesthe president
who talks of *'the terror-
st groups which do not
to allow them

Muslims) to live in har-

mony . Who are these

terrorist groups * when

LOTE, TELO

EPDP, EROS and the

ENDLFare alljnthe pay
mment, b

people now live in th
seven provinces outside

Northern and Eastern
Provinces. How many
Sinhalese people are there
in the Northern Province.
/\v the monment not even

om
wh ere. d«»- s lln. President
statistics about

" more than half? When

g peopl
he nnn( he taken o mean
¢ and Muslims.

April 17 thatthere are no
Tamils of Sri Lankan
origin outside the North
and East except in the
District of Colombo.
the Sinhala
people in the Northern
Province, | personally
know of so ‘many
Sinhalese people who
still living in the Jaffna
peninsula. (1 do not mean
mum\.m\hmnmm
E). There are
Sinl ‘u villages in the
Vavuniya District and
thereare Sinhala A. G. A.
Divisions created by the
Governr in  the
Vavuniy District.
Sinhalese are living here
in their thousands. The

Vavuniya Districtisinthe
Northern Prov hen,
what con the
dent’sstatement that
evenone  Ninl
in the Northern Province
at the moment? S
is propagating deliberate
falsehoods and half-
truths?
Dquotesth
as w
solution of minority
problems . Can we know
what are the “‘minority
problems * the President

not
lese lives

Presid:

Minority problems

D says that 1 have
goneonafightof fancy
givingadistorted picture
by stating didn’t the

Yes, le
the bush. Will D, or will
he not, admit that the

5 of my reply on April
177 Let us have
cut answer to that.

Yes, "1t is a fact
any solution to minority
problems could only be
solved withthe

cal
nited, no constituio
changes can be brouy
about . It is also a hu
that

s
main divided” . 1 have
conceded all this.

Now, docs the Presi-
dent, the Government or
the UNP concede that
there are minority prob
lems? If there are minor-
ity problems, was not the
President dishonest in
repeatedly chanting

e was no cthnic prob- |

1l want
in words and
problems are ™

different from, mjnority
problems?

If there are y
problems, what does the
President see as those
problems? Let us f
about the Government
and the UNP for }hc mo-
ment

Tome, there is only a
Tamil problem. Oth
might choose to call the
same thing as an ethnic

Itisoneand the

same thing. Les us not
quibble with words. Now.
nology h
cropped up - ‘minority
problems . May the
world know what are the
minority prng ns
faced by the Tamils, as
understood by the Pre
dent, which has to be
solved. Then we will
know whether
dealing with a sensitiv
n in-sensitive Presi

me by asking
the questiion why I can-
not go about, in the North
2 y about in
Colombo: Thisisnow the
only argument my ad
ersaries have! I will face
irly and squarely
It is a tragedy. of the
Tamil community that, at
various times.in our his-
tory, various partics have
held the view that they
are ‘'the sole representa-
tives of the Tamil people
and nobody clse has
any say. Since 1983 it is
the LTTE’s wm to
that they are the sole
Tepr sentatives of the
amils, So, if the LTTE
feels that some others
be challenging that
position, they willnot take.
Kindly to such people.

full orce in Nokh butthe
Tails there are unde

: 'I'TF has made
things difficult for the
Tamils in Jaffna but I
referred to what the
Government was Jmm.
which D, in ch:
tic fashion, has chosen to
ignore. | referred to the
carpet bombing and the
economic embargo
If the LTTE is a ter-
rorist organisation, the
UNP Government is a
good foil toit, Do we Sri
ankans not know of the
terror the Government is
able of? Do we Sri
Lankans not know how
this Government is still
continuingto feed, clothe
and house the PLOTE,
TELO, EPDP, EROS and
ENDLF? Let D talk with
clean hands. Is it not D's
position that the Gov-
ernment will cringe,
crawl and creepandtalk
to the LTTE at any mo-
ment? So let us not show
too much bravado in

Tamils dedde

tion that commun
flare-ups that have oc-
curred in the past were

the Government and the
opportunil given to
them to cause trouble in
the South was provided
by the Northern terrorists

i sthis
an honest statement com-
ing from a Presidential
confidante?

Terrorists?

Let us take the
graha on Galle Face

een in June 1956 over
the Sinhala only Bill. A
small grout of Tamil
iticians with their
sat down the

sh
Tamil polit
any arrests made by the
e? Were Me:

Suntheranlingam,
Chelvanayagam, £ M. V
Naganthan, A
Amirthalingamand G.G
Ponnambalam narthern
terrorists? What were the
atrocitics they commit
ted? Will D answer?

en the anti-Sri

igninthe Northand
hxs! Jed to Tamils bﬂ
mauled in areas ou
the North and East , will
D name the Northern
terrorists who gave the

atro

When the Jaffna lis
brary, Jaffna public mar-
ket place, the TULF
headquarters and the
home of the MP for Jaffna
were burnt down in June
1981, who were the
Northern terrorists who
gave the provocation and
what were the atrocities
heycommitted? Will D
answer? Will D deny um

the momentous meeting

, officials, w

vrovbcauc-n with their
itfe:

‘uHolen 0iin August
92 came out with the L
g statement that
'h: high-ranking
officer who set fire to Hu
J.xmm Public Library is
working as
executive at  Lake
What does D

|

litical prison
brutally kille:
Welikada Jailin July 1983
nd it is now
knowledgeth
gone out from the prison
any offi-
cials put on the mat? Will
D answer? Why talk of
Northem terroristsand the
provocation they gave
You can get
inst
ey
In respect_of Tamil
public servants, D says
that I have given an ox-
cellent certificate ( pre-
sumably tothe Government))
and shown “‘that the

their efficiency i

nised ", [ also said that if
any of these public serv.
ants is discrig#nated

S
up. The Tamil public
servants

any T.nu\&:rw rec
r promotidhs.in propor-

unn!nuuyuumhu«.u on
W

"
ed to co\l:cx?

Yes, if the LTTE re-
sorts to terrorise people,
like the Government and *
theother Tamil groups do,
it can be accused of par-
ticular terrorist acts. But
when it is waging a war,
the LTTE cannot be said
to be engaged in terrorist

e o

the JVP was terrorising
the countryside, D or his ;.
ilk dared: not refer to s

as started for the

victims of JVP activity.

What is sau for ahe

poose must be sauce for

gander
What is of urgent n

ity is to hne some

NP

and the SLFP to rfml-e
the Tamil problem/ethnic
problemyminority prob-
lem. Ifthal l\Aluncand\u
strike a soluti

|and ‘terrorism® will
wither away. Thep we
dm talk o :

sation of hostlities' orany

| such thing

D rrect

major political
veing more receptive 10
recognising minority
ights, 1 agree with the
istances given by D, who
riust agree that all this is
ulul agi-

D asks'the question
why the LTTE agreed to
urrender arms after the
ndo-Lanka Accord, il

re was no agreement
or understaning between
itand Rajiv Gandhi, There
s no room for specula-
tion. Either there Was an

nt or there was
10 agreement. If D says
here was an agreement,
Tethim say soand proveit
without beating about the
bush,

As to why the LTTE
made even a token sur-
render, [ remember read-
ing a report of the
Suthumalai meeting of

| August 4,1987 where th

LTTE leader said th:

1 because India had taken

over the protection of the
Tamils, that they were
surrendering the arms.
I was amused to read
*s argument about
‘concessions’ the LTTE
received from President
remadasa.

5-star fncmty

D them as giving
arms and keeping them
at five-star hotels while
negotiating *. This reminds

| me of D's argument* if

the. rresident was an!

Tamil would he undergo
allthetroubletosend food
tothe North . The LTTE

up. They could not have
beenexpectedtocampout
on the Army ground:
where they alighted from
the helicopters! Did the
LTTEaskthatitbe putup

Auhnuls’.‘\xmm

rights. D onlv proves m
point which T have been
saying all this while, that

the LTTE did not, durmg
those 14 months of talks
anything about political
issues. If President
Premaasa gave arms to

LTTE, this President,
the Government and the
UNP are now precluded
from referring to them as
terror AllthatIwould
say is that you asked for
it!

rds the LTTE
agreeing to cont e
North-East Provincial
Council, the LTTE
formed its political wing
and be: d
political party toen!
democrati
TTE had .lgn.(‘d to
contest the North-East
Provincial Councial and
was urging the dissolu-
tion of the EPRLF -
dominated Council, as D
tried to make out, why
did not President
Premadas give the LTTI

this *concession” also by

Why had Premadasa to
wait for * the opportunity
on a platter to dissolve
the Counc
EPRLF unilaterally
c]mdmd\pcrdum
PRLF's unilateral
declaration pf independ-
ence was in March 1990
The council was dis
dolved in July 1990. the
Eelam War 1i" started
on the 11th of June 1990.
The talks started in April
1989. If D's statement is
honest, the Council
*should have be
solved well befo
1990.
D argues that because
'E s belligerent there
is nouse in working outa
solution because it cannot
be implemented. If this is
D's argument, why were
all the conferences held
and why did all the com-
mittees sit?
- Dquotesthe President
< saying "'we should
Know, 1n advance, whal
they (LTTE) want to talk
about”". T think the LTTE
indicated that they,
uld like to know
dvance, what the
President the Government
and the UNP proposc as a
political solution to the
Tamil Probl Indeed,
the whole world wants to
know just this - and not
only from the UNP but
also from the SLFP.

no clhm: pm‘n-
lem but only a terrori

peated umpt
does not mak

dent anti-Tamil or anti-
minority. 1t dnly sh

he does not knos
istalkingubout. There are
other stitements the
President has mudc, and
which were referred to by
me on of April 17 whi
shows the President as
clearly anti-Tamil and
anti-minority. D has
chosen not to face the
accusation fairly and
squarely in his reply on
the 24th of April-|
Therefore, the Presider
anti-Tamil and anti-mi
nority.

In D's original de
fenceof the President and
in hisreply to me of April
24 much fire has been
directed at the LTTE. In
the President 'sstatements
whichwere blatantly anti-

‘amil and anti-minority
which (Thad categorised)
lh-th‘ was 1o

Imc to ~[um, d“ this
powder and'sh
LTTE? Is it not because
D could not preseit his
brief competently and
adequately and had 1o
look for distractions?
As to D’s point ‘that |
have always praved (o
bcapoorad\ocatcnnln
Tamilcause””, whilst Dis
ognising hims¢lf and
his role as an advocate in
others, all I wish to, say
is, let the Tamils decide
that matter. 1 will only
lakc their decision, not

l do not cwp;ct a
poitical commentafor an
Presidential confidgnte
be a coward. The Tamils

President for his boldness
in showing his true; col-
oursand convictions. |

the Tamils credi¢ the
Presidential confidant
for his boldness to. dis-
close his true identity in
spiteof the hopelesscause
he is espousing. Will D




