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Returnees from Switzerland fear bleak future in Lanka. (1994, May
22). Sunday times.
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By Rita Sebastian
GENEVA « Nathan fled

me
October 1990 |
hind his wife a
children. Five d
1 300,000 rupees poor-
er (that's the fee he pad
i agent),
1o Ttaly and crossed the
rder into Switzerland.
was a safe
from his
nd
loday Nathan, 49, Lud
rom his job in a

away

month, faces the prospect
dtoSri

ol Hn arrange
me mx bewveen lhc*w\
crnments of Sri Lanka
and Switzerland to begin
repatriating around
12,000 of the 25,000 Sri

) seekersin
in the next

Monitored by the Un-
ted Nations High Com-
missioner  for  Refugees
(UNHCR), the repatri:
tion programme is sche

duled for son

Nathan flew.

May. Initially 300 will be
returned in 1994 and 300
in 1995. “We fled to this
country because our hves
were at risk, and 1t is we
who can decide as to
when it is safe to ret i
says Nathan. With hardly
any money in his hands,

he faces a bleak, uncer

tain future when he gets

*back

‘

ishnan, 28, is one of
the more fortunate ones. _
He left Jaffna in 19
made his way via Moscow
wnd Berlin_into Swit
land and began to put
down roots in his adopted
homeland. Two years ago
he sponsored the flance
he left behind and mar-
ried her in Switzerland.
He not only earns a fair
wage of 3,700 Swiss
francs: monthly working
in a factory that turns out
air-conditioners, but also
possesses @ permit that
allows him to remain i
the country. Although his
permit is renewable every
year he is not unduly
worried.

the two countries in Janu-

ary this y some
lum seekers
Mohamed, have with-
drawn’ their asylum ap-
plications and opted to
return home. That's not
an unusual phenomenon,
s Marcus  Loosl,
Secretary  General  of
OSAR, the Swisg Orga-
nisation for Aid to Re-
fugees. If you pressure
50 to leave, six times that
number are expected {o
voluntarily opt to return.
1oosli dismisses the re-
sion theory.as a reason
for repatriation. Twenty
years ago the same
cuse was made when the
flooded the coun-
iys Loosli.

()\,\R is one of the

esisting the repat-
riation programme. The
\n reasons being that
re s no political solu-
tion in sight to end the
on-poing  conflict
tween Liberation
gers of Tamil Eelam
(LL.TTE) and government
forces in the island’s
northeast provinces and
the uncertainty "of when

the Tigers would launch
their next attack prompt-
ing a retaliatory attack by
an army,, which he de-
scribes as still “not prep-
erly controlled”.
Loosh does however
admit that if people are
to be sent back then it's
better done within the
framework of an agree-
ent rather than having
greement at all.
Among the 16 recom-
mendatidhs made to the
Swiss government by a
fact finding mission to the
island  (which  included
Loosli) who met_with a
cross section of “public
off politicians and
several non-governmen-
tal organisations
(NGO s), is that every
returnee be issued with
an identity card, that ev-
ery returnee allowed to
stay in the reception cen-
tres that will hogse the
when they arrive in Sri
Lanka until such time as
they decide to leave and
that besides the
UNHCR, the local Red
Cross and other refugee
organisations will be in-
volved in guarantecing

-

Lankan staff.

the safety of the retur-
nees.

The more significant of
the  recommendations
however is that the Swiss
government pressure the
Colombo government to
finding a political solu-
tion to the conflict, and
also publicly take a stand
against the LTTE.

According to a Swiss
official half a million
Swiss francs arc channel-
led monthly to the war
effort in the northeast by
Sri Lan Tamils in
Switzerland. “The chan-
nelling of funds through
Colambo ,is more effec-
Livae and “faster than a
bank, says the official.

But wbat, seems to
have been ignored is the
fact that the Sri Lankans
have been accepted as
“reliable and hardwork-
ing” employees. Most of
them categorised as “help
workers” are employed
in restaurants.

At the Rosti Bar at the
irich  railway  station
u'll find an  all-Sri
From the
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cooks to the waiters who
serve the flaked pgtatoe
pancake, a Swiss special-~

. 1ty, are all Tamils. Loosli

talks of the factory mana:
ger who “1 would
prefer two Tamils to five
Jjobless Swiss” and a re-
cent apartments to let’
ud\'uliscmcnl that speci-
fied “Swiss, Italians and
Tamils”. That's how well
most of the asylum seek-
ers have integrated into
the  community,
Loos

sy

The repatriation prog
ramme is essentially
move to effectively close
the door to new arrivals,

ys an official at the Sri

ankan  mission " in
Seneva. )
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“Upto now only a
_minority have got refupec
status in Switzerland with

around 9} being  de
ported since 1986 for
abusing the laws of the
country while their asy-
lum applications were
pending. Nobody yet
knows as to who will be
among the first to be re-
patriated. Nathan could
well be one of them
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