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A sigaificant development in this regard is the entry

intathe northern theatre of war of Major General Gerry de
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assured that the Government is concerned wath the  Wijetunga has alsa assigned to Major General de Silva the
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On Novembei an alert soldier on a clearing patrol
proceeding alon; ‘the Myliddy side of the base had spotted
a disturbed patch of grass. something that showed that
there had beenshaaty movement over it.
e soldier valked towards the spot and took a few
seps forward. There seated on the ground besides weapons
““Iw "Wiio very much resembled soldiers, They
estissue uniforms and insigni
you from?). asked the
ix 1o response. He walked back and told
this to his officer, The young officer promptly went with
roup. When he realised who
they were. he and his men opencd fire. Three terrorists fell
dead as others rar: for cover. Two soldiers were wounded
doffanimmediate seaich. Troopsengaged
roup on the EDLS east of Alchuvely. When the
confrontation ended, 21 terrorisis were shot dead. One
up that escaped after a fierce gun battle shot two
dvm' l\m more soldiers who were bravely
¢ IClMCating terrorists met with their untimely
ihto a well.
Gfthatsoldiersavedadisasterof Pooneryn
proportions. The plans of the' infiltrators was not to just
¢ Sl dumps, They had come with sophisticate
bombing devices to attack aircraft which were taking of ¥
from there for sorties ‘over Pooneryn. They were also
10 tack the transport planes that came for re-
fuelling

The security forces seized a wide array of sophisticated
weaponry the infiltrators brought in. 1t seemed that they
had been in the area for \e\eul hours before a chance

ction of one roup,

One soldier who identifieg, mc dead bady of a terrarist

+ said e had seen him mgny hours before, He had smiled at

him thinking he was a colleague. The terrorist had smiled
back

In Colombo. panie caysed by rumours Jed to some
tension, For some weeks now, both the security forces and
the Police have been told to be mindful of a possible
atempt “\ the terrorists o cause chaos. Amidst this came

. feports that some: groups were planning to attack certain

specific targetsun derthe pretextofbeingservice personnel.
Although there Was no hard confimation of this, Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe did not take chances. He
directed maximym precautions. Defence Secretar;
Hamilton Wanasinghe ordered a red alert.

Inspector Geryera] of Police. Frank de Silva, alerted
Police sta ations COyptrywide. In lhccu\ Deputy [mpwmr
General A:S. Senc..iryin ntocrack down
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The red alert came when the Ministry of Ddflhc has.
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(ii) The identity of donor to be established beyond
doubt. his full name. address NIC No. to be noted in'a list
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iving counterto be established and sited
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ownsecurity tobe inatiendange ihecaunter Foraddit
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(¥) Personnel manning ~the counter 1o be spes
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() Unevenness of parcel to be suspect.

(b) If excessive in size. to tre:
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circuitry to activate explosives.
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Sgd. Brig. L. J. 1. Fernando.

Addl. Secretary for Secretary Defence

Military situation

In another dc\mlopmcnl a high ranking Government
fficial sought the views of retired servi

thecurrent military uuuuonandlﬁcon'goinglcrmn
A group of them met for three hours at the BMICH and an*
aide memoire was being prepared for the Govemment,

While all this went on, Army Commander Cecil
fidyaratne, last week repeated his waming to his senior
that severe punishment would be meted out to those
_divulging information to the media. This time it came in
“thefom ofa signal sent out on
5 HJpUdmChChl the Milita

] Tulking of information to the media, |z
disclosures in this column that Dr. Sunanda Madduma
Bandara, recommended a censorship after the Pooneryn
disagter has brought in a response from the information
b0sS. | said last week that Dr. Madduma Bandara
recommendedto President Wijetunga that a censorship be

The Director of Information not only issfetd ‘vpr\\\
release on this subject but ook the unusal stepof rdshing
with the denial to other sections of the media as well= This
i what the press rel : -

“The Dneuoroi overnment Informatiort denie:

[ I less the news itens.appearing
Tim ul 21111993 which sitid that he
recommended |n llv&‘ Govemment a censorshij
o the Pooneryn incident. The Director of
Information states that he had at no time recommended to
the Govemment any censorship on news relating fo-the
Pooneryn incident or any other incident.™

. Bandara did recommend the declaraiion of a
censorship. Two senior Army officers. both well
experienced in the workings of |he media. however, did
not favour the idea. ¥

But it is certainly a welcome thing to learn that Dr.

Bandara is not in favour of censorship but, like
he has declared in a newspaper interview last week., ugrees
that it is not workable, %

For those involved in the having a penchant for
astrology. and awspicious times for action. one man who

!Mu some good

the Columbo based Correspondent for fhc reputed
Tamilnadu English newspaper"HINDU  interviewed Mr.
Perera recently. ;

Among the points he made: **Sri < horosedpe
Satun. Till
March. 1993. the period was unfavourab
subsequently, he has entered Aquarius and this is 2 very
congenial time. In this position, Suturn will give what ihe
people have been waiting for: what they deserve. in un
impartiahway. I will be an objective solution thit will be
fair to all people.

he crucial fime begins from Scptembet ‘ind we

should know where we are going by Novembér 10. 1 cun

see no scope for external intervention right now. it an
impartial negotiation has fo take place in )
should begin now", Mr. Perer i quoted as s

He udds: “The process did not move forward because
Saturn was till now in Capricom - a sign of ‘conflict’,
Because of mutual distrust, there could be no agreement o
compromise. X

notend with the provision of finance for the conduc] ofthe
wir. The Government mlmhclhc motivating Fo o

other means. The determination (o win must prcvull and
the nation must support the cause. In other Words'thre
should be a mobilisation of national effort forthe war,
‘Those who are conversant with the ongoing Separalist
war say there is an immediate need for the Govérnien to
uffered andimplement
comective measures, At the same time, a re- assessment of
future strategy should be made, the organisational gnd
equipment requirements of security forces meaningfully
assessed for combat preparedness, Ihc\’ say.
Allthesemeasures requirean intimate political directjon
of the war for which the appointment of a Minister to
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