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This speech was delivered by Parliamentarian
unasekera during the course of this ye-
dget debaté on the Ministry of Defence’s

«experditure
13 1 Mz Ghairman, every year as we debate the Voles on
irhe:Minjstry of Defence, the war i the North and East
wi with increasing ferocity and increasing loss of life,
e destruotion of property and human misery, and the end
fiismowhere in sight. And if I might venture a reason for
10 tHis, it isrthe fact that there has not yet been a proper
rppreciation of the nature of the problem, the gravity of
istheisitation, the dire peril in which this country stands
w4nd the solution that must be adopted. I say this, Sir,
| othecause, from the Government and the, Opposition
i) there e confusing signals. There are for example those
IiwHorstill view this problem as a political problem to
—which there is a political settlement. I am happy to note
that His Excellency the'President has gone part of the
/8yt identifying the problemin that he said that this s
not an ethnic problem but a terrorist problem.
Qng'qq‘, again you find the Hon, Prime Minister saying
that the operatiops we conduct are to disarm the LTTE.
d-would say, Sir, is the understatement . of the year.
is happening in the North and Eastis  full ledged
war and nothing else, A full fledged civil war
iigriecit0 1ob this country of one third of its land and
wsworthird or 60 per cent of its sea coast, and to st up a
5 fascist, racist regime in that area, where none, but Tamils
0 35:mot.al|Tamils not any Tamils; where none but Tamils
[ whib obey and follow the LTTE can live.
i ’-'NpW'Sir, with all the evidence of the LTTE's objec-
Ui 4ives Pam surprised to see so many people, including
Ministers, talking of the possibility of a negotiated set-

there. Then the Sinhalese must have it in the other parts
of the country, So must the Tamils. So must the Mus-
lims. So must the Malays. So must the Burghers. So if
each racial group in this country has an independent
right of self-determination this country will be cut up
into racial enclaves , the Sinhalese traditional hgmeland,
the Tamil traditional homeland, the Muslim traditional
homeland. Where then, is the peace? Where is the
equality because the very concept of a traditional home-
land is that the racial group whose homeland it is, will
have superior rights toall others in thatarea. And thatis
borne out by the fact that all these Tamil parties are
completely opposed to the settlement of any indigent
Sinhalese ina Land Settlement Scheme in the North and

the East. They do not oppose the Tamils beingsettled.So §

what they say is, being a Tamil qualifies you to recei
land, while being a Sinhalese disqualifies you. Now,
how on earth can there be a political settlement in a
situation of this nature? -
Then the question is, are they fighting for Tamil
rights? I posed the question earlier also in Parliament,
What is the right to which 1, a Sinhalese, am-entitled to
which a Tamil is not? Then what are the rights  they
are fighting for? If they are fighting for Tamil rights, then
why do they go and kill Muslims worshipping inside a
Mosque in Kattankudy? How does killing Muslims
worshipping in a Mosque help to win Tamil rights?
How does killing Sinhalese babies in'a village help to
win Tamil rights?:So, Sir, this is not a problem that
admits of a political solution. Does the LTTE admit the
rights of any Tamil of any other group to engage in any
kind of politics there or even to live in Jaffna? Why did
they murder Sam Thambimuttu, Yogasangari, Amirtha-
lingam, Uma Maheswaran and so many others? Their
desire is to set up a racist, fascist state in which Tamils

tlement or of a political settlement. Far be it from me, Sir, who obey them and only they will have rights and others

pich10%0ppoist a political settlement if one be possible. If we
%4 o4a’solve this problem’ without bloodshed, without
Jeaths, without humans getting maimed, without des-
all"Means [el us 0o IT, IT you can 0 1t wihoul

\ sladdstied; why not? But the question s, is there a

possible political solution? P
Now let us examine fora moment, what s a “political
B2 A “political solution” would be a solution in

"‘l"fl!ﬁgldng’can live'in every inch of this country in dignity,
in freedom as equals with all others. A solution that will
ensure that a Sinhalese from Matara can enjoy in Jaffna

. e\sl%ﬂg_hl enjoyed by the Tamils from Jafina, that a
Tamil'Trom Jaffna can enjoy in Matara every right

enjoyed by the Sinhalese from Matara, that a Muslim

from Kalmuni can enjoy in Colombo every right en-
‘§ljett by the Sinhalese from Colombo, Now, I have no
B doublj(_hal all the Southern based partics, the UNP,
; ?‘]5, %SSP and whatever P or F you can think of,
éllt Tsay F, I mean the Fronts, are agreed on that.

) 'I:};:egg 1510 dgspl_)l_c about t. But is the LTTE agreed? Is

'n;iw e a1y possibility of the LTTE agreeing to a solution

Tl hualure? .Is there any possibility. of the other

4 pcommunal Tamil parties that some persons call “mod-

dnfpIES” Would agree to a Solution of that nature? Exam-

7408, Sjf, their demands. For example, they walked out
frqm.the Select Committee putting forward five de-

i

{4
71y ands, e same demands that were put forward at the
Thimgu Talks eight years ago, What are those de-
) 2 They want the North and East recognized as the
11 aditippal homeland of the Tamil' people, they say
7 9mikspeaking sometimes: But certainly they do not
lude Muslims there because they drove the Muslims
49u350 they. want one third of this country reserved for

£ 00 rhfdal group Then nio

up} hat, ey /say 6% mi
26 theirights to RiNGEefmiieioh Loy S

will have none. So the solution is military and only

.L. Gunasekera

e U b el AR S
any and everything else — must take second place to the

military irategy to win this war because there must be
an end to this problem. So, having worked out the
military strategy, any and everything else, must be
worked Gut to fit into that strategy, because as far as I
can se¢, what we had so far is & kind of AD HOC

military and nothing else and the sooner we appreciate ~ approach to this matter. We go on, we think, “Let us

Yhat the better. .
TeXTsTep thal mist be iak

ll:mppy 10 hear t = that this country must be placed ona
war-footing.” Let us examine for a moment what that
“war-footing” is. What is meant by a war-footing? I

3 i”ei‘tizé oftwhich all cifizens of all races, creeds, castes and would say thata “war-footing” is not merefya slogan. A

“war-footing” means that the military imperatives must
take precedence over any and everything elseand I say it
with responsibility. Because, just consider for a moment
the consequences of our losing this war. Suppose we
have to surrender to the LTTE, suppose the LTTE is
able to defeat us, then what happens? We will have
one-third of our country and 60 per cent of our sea coast
under thq rule of a fascist, racist state. We will have a
border with that fascist state stretching from just a little
north of Puttalam and going in and out in semi circles, in
curves and angles over a distance ¢f about 600 miles
down tothe estuary of the Kumbukkan Oyaat Kumana
— of 4 border of about 600 miles with a Fascist state.
Imagine the defence expenditure in the policing of a
border of that nature, imagine the racial turmoil as a
result in the seven Provinces if there is a racist, Fascist
Tamil State in the North. Then, imagine the communal
violence that will take place in this country.
 Those being the choices and the way out being a
military effort, we have got to st down and work things
outand york out a strategy to win this war. Once that
strategy is worked ott, every other imperative — be it
political, be it social, be it cultural, be it developmental,

Tis often said — even the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition has said so. I am very ope ¢

have some elections in the North and the East so you

Presidential Mobile Secretariat” and you go and have

. sees no end to this war , unless. (1993, November 28). The

Sunday times.
W“v 53

s.L. sees no end to this war, unless...

burdens, on the military and let them get on with the job
of winning this war. Then Sir, there must be proper
political leadership for the war. The absence of a full-
time Minister of Defence has often been commented on.
Indeed we have never throughout this war had a full-
time Minister in charge. Even Mr. Athulathmudali was
the Minister of National Security and at the same time
Minister in charge of Ports and Mahapola also. Mr.
Ranjan Wijeratne was Minister of State for Defence and *
also Minister of Foreign Affairs and later of Plantations
as well. His Excellency the President is today the Minis-
ter of Defence, in addition Minister of Policy Planning
and Implementation, Minister of Buddha Sasana and
Minister of Finance. So we have one-fourth of a De-
fence Minister in a time of War, whereas Sports and
Youth Affairs have two Ministers. Surely for political
leadership you want one Minister who will devoteall his
working time to the war and nothing but the war, who
will visit the army camps I do not mean only the
Brigade Headquarters — the bunkers, the remotest of
camps and see how soldiers are getting on, give them
‘ericouragement and come back to the government and
be their spokesman in the government. It is not enough
10 get a file and say the soldiers are provided for. As the
Hon. Harindra Corea said, “Oh, they are well provided
for, after all they get 20 grams of dhal a dy, 5 grams of
pepper. So whal are you complaining of?” One cannot
g0 on these books and say they are getting so much dhal
and so much pepper and, therefore, they are well pro-
vided. I ask you, please go to the camps and see how
many are without vehicles, a single motor v
Sir, there s the question of the nation being galvanized
to be behind the armed forces in this war. Today that
does not happen. There are still groups of so-called,
intellectuals whosstll talk in these terms, “Qh, we must
havea political solution? The LTTE has just grievances.
You must redress those grievances.” The moment you
g0 on giving Signals like that you give legitimacy to the
LTTE struggle, to the genocidal war they are waging.
VU

, saying that Prabhakaran is a humane man.

‘happenng foday in respect of the war siththe LTTE.

They must be galvanized. Youfinda b@\ot{going and

hat is the
meaning of this? Our own pegple, our own citizens are
under-cutting our own war effort and contributing to the
destruction of our country: Then again we find some-
thing else. The pre-occupaton of the Government and
the Oppostion with winning elections. No one is pre-
pared or few are prepared, the black sheep are prepared,

* of course, to call a spade a spade, but those sheep who
f

are not black are not. So you find @
Government, Hon. Thondaman going;
Government to give the LTTE the subsfan
without the name. Have our armed forces?
over a name or over the substance? Thes
have been fighting not against a name (;
substance of Eelam, You find a Cabine Yjal
that, Hon. S. Thondaman talks of negQtaUngwai
LTTE. You find Hon. Sellasamy maki%n,
cently saying that those days when a’mefnbefof the
armed forces came, the Tamils hid but tha} (hdg¥when
the Tamils come the:armed forces hide ajd the Tamils
must keep that up. Does that not demoralife 7
Why is it that both your side and our sidé drgfrightened
o castigate them? You castigated Hon: Gaminitopscka
but no one will castigate Hon. Thondamdz and!Hon.
Sellasamy. Sir, the answer is simple béSanie]
elements on your side and our side ‘Whg'acten the
simplistic belief that the Sinhalese are a pack offools,
that the Sinhalese who are UNP will always:@ipje for
UNP, that the Sinhalese who are SLFP wi B
for SLFP and that therefore victory oF dﬁug 3
pend on who can get the block vote of theHoms
daman, and that is the minority vote. 'quhc‘yiy}n up
their favours for auction. They say, give us thistad we
will support you and our parties like fools bid s} that
auction. I pose this question, whatis the use of winning
elections? What is the use of the pomp-aad- power of
officeif in the process you betray and lose your country.
Sir, I end up my speech by remindipg @ vern-
ment and the leaders of the Oppositiorison OuFgtle tha
even the late Judas Iscariot, very soon got (ire%:)f his
thirty pieces of silver. 5]

there were large numbers of misguided people like Ne-

¢ therz, So the Military have got to adjust their
Mnln.:uy imperatives to suit the political, imperatives.
For instance, you want to.have Local Government
Elections now the military will have to provide security
for all those who go there. They must see that electio-
neering can be conducted safely and they must necessar-
ily bring to a halt any offensive operations which they
may have planned earlier. You see Sir, the amount of
work they have to do. They have to picket the roads.
How many roads do they picket? The main road from
Habarana to Trincomalee; the main road from Horo-
‘wapatanz to Trincomalee; the by-road from that road to
Gomarankadawela; the road {rom Kantale to Seruwila;
the road from Padaviya to Pulmoddai; and so many
other roads. Those roads are not open to traffic unti
some so'diers with some rakes and some probes have
gone through every inch of them seeing if there are
mines. And many have paid with their lives for it. Afier
that they must go to the jungles and guard the roads from
either side, picketing it.

Are you going to impose on them some further
burdens 1o achieve some political objective? If they are
doing that, ifthey are given defensive duties, how about
offepsives? They have tocry halt to offensives when you
tax them so muich for other maters. When you have a
some kind of ceremony when a VIP goes they must have
all security, then necessarily you impede the offensive

o operations. So, let us strive to put s few unneccessary

mult facial coilntfy can an. particylar racial ‘

:_‘;iip‘h.fxvc d right'of self-determination that is Separate
i distinct from that of the others If the Tamils must
eatparate right of self-determination in the North

50 must the Sinhalese. They must have it

ville Chamberlain, Baldwin, Halifax and so on who
thought they can go and negotiate a seftlement with
Hllle{. Even after the anschluss with Austria, even after
Munich, even after the march into the Rheinland they
saxgi “after all the poor Germans, poor Hitler have ge-
nuine grievances, the Versailles Treaty was so unfair.”
They kept on saying that but once the war broke out all
those people were lock, stock and barrel behind the
Government in their war effort. Here, Sir; I blarhe not
only the Government, I blame the“Opposition also
because from both sides we have been sniping at each
other about who caused the war, You say-the SLFP
caused it, We say.the UNP caused it, What is the nett
result? The nett result is, we tell the world, we tell the
LTTE, we tell our armed forces that the LTTE has a
genuine cause tofight for that they are fighting some sort
of legitimate battle: You detract from the righteousness
of the cause for which our soldiers are fighting. In Britain
during th~ Second World War you found all the Yeli-
gious dignitorics supporting the war effort. From pul-
pits they preached. they prayed for the victory of the
armed forces. Far be it from me to seck to cause some
religious discord but this I must say. I am not a Buddhi
1come froma Christian family though I am an agnostic:
How i it that in no church in this country are there
prayers for the victory of our army, for our forces over
the LTTE? During the Second World War from every
pulpit there were prayers for the victory of the allicd
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