attention in the past w
Atleasttwoship load

tary hardware for the LT =
rived in the international ship-
ping lanes. They were unloade
into a flotilla of smaller
most of them fitted with
than one outboard motor to fa-
cilitate speedier runs.

The booty was unloaded in
the. coast, just a little distance
away from the Sea Tiger B

Chalai, some 30 kilomets

Sornam", a one time bodyguard
of Tiger leader, Velupillai
, Prabhakaran and now a Tiger
“field commander", Shankar, an-

other former bod:
among the guerrilla top rungers
ho had been at the coast over-
ing the unloading operations.
arméd ' with

rid communication

himself co-ordinated
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reported that *Super Dvora 463
by Tiger cadres
towards the shore where weap-
ons and equipment on board had
been ripped off. )

A Others said the fire came

from the shore,

the 105mm rifl

nese built Type

tle Tank (MBT).
BT was captured by
in November, 1

5 Main Bat-

ad been moved around in
anni area, there have been
reports that it had developed en-
e and clutch problems.
Yet others held the view that
it was fired from a Recoilless Gun
(RCL) which was seized b
LTTE from the Army some
months ago, Other knowledge-
able senior officers thought

g

Jaffna

On the evening of August 28, 121 passengers boarded *lris Moana' for a 12-hour joumey to Karainagar.
Atter being hijacked by the LTTE *Iris Moana" remained close to the shores of Chalal. It was few hours after|
dawn broke on August 29, Army personnel of 25 Brigade in Mullaitivu spotted the vessel, some 4 km north
east of the Base. SLAF fixed wing bombers were under strict orders not to engage the vessel due to fears of
harming the civillian passengers and crew.

*JAYASAGARA" the largest vessel owned by SLN,
is anchored in the high seas off Mullaitivu fo track down
illegal ship movements

Mullaitivu

Headquarters'

-
S

W
'

Trincomal V\

\

Graphicby Wasanth Simarckna i \

When *Jayasagara’ put out radio messages to draw the attention of two
Dvoras, they responded and diverted thelr course and moved towards the
unidentified vessel which lay some 3/4 km away from the shore.

Super Dvora 463 was fired upon and large clouds of smoke billowed sky
high. 1
Later, Dvora 456 was hit by two loud volleys of fir. It sank within minutes
after being hit



ing ‘operations mw)l\mu ome
40 LTTE cadres. One ship load
bhud followed the other in just a
week,

4 Aslsaid inthese columns last
week (Situation Report, August
27); the military hardware in-
cluded Swiss made Oerlikon anti-
aircraft guns, Stinger surface-to-
air missles, anti tank weapons,
highiexplosives and automatic
seapons.. In addition, there has
also been a stock of Romack sur-
face-to-air missiles which have a
range of 5,000 feet.

The news of the LTTE acqui-
sition caused serious concern in
the defence ‘establishment. It

atime when the Ministry
of Defence received reports that
LTTE representatives were scout-
ing for purchase of more military
hardware, particularly artillery
picces and anti aircraft weapons
in Ukraine where there is a lucra-
tive market for war-like items
since the collapse of the Soviet
Union.

Hence, the National Securit;
Council whichexamined the situ-
ation worked outaseries of meas-
urestothwart any furtherattempts
by the LTTE to smuggle milita
hardware and other supplies.

asked 10 step up coastal sur-
veillance through their observa-
tion posts and closely monitor
communications. Sri Lanka Na-
vy's ocean patrol vessel (OPV)
*Jayasagara”, skippered by Com-
mander Tissa Gunatilleke. set out
from the Navy base at
Trincomalee. the headquarters of
the Commander. Eastern Naval
Area. on August 2’

“Jayasagara”. built in Sri
Lanka by the Colombo Dac
yard Ltd.. is currently the lar
vessel owned by the Sri Lanka
Navy. It is a sister ship of
S: awardena' which was sunk

by the E off the shores of
Munnar. last year.

1t was on a special mission to
reconnoitre the waters. ofl
Mullaitivu for any Unauthorised
maritime movements within Sri
Lankit territori; ers. It was
tasked to initiate immediate
tion including calling for air at
tacks if any suspicious vessel or
vessels were sighted.

“Jayasagara” had spent the
farst dd\ of it special” mission
with hardly anything noteworthy
10 report except [or routine ma
ters to. headquartegs  in
Trincomulee E:

The next day. August
around 5 p.m.. the "Iris Moana”,
setsail®,_ from Trincomalee. Its
destination was the Naval port of
~Karainagar. The passenger ves-
sel charlered by the Commis-
sioner General of Essential Serv-

the 25 Brigade in Mullaitivu
contacted the Sri Lanka Navy
headquarters in Colombo. Army
personnel had spotted an
unidentified vessel. closer to the
shore, some fourkilometers north
east of the bse. They observed
boal movements, Were they un-
loading ang=goods or were they
disembarking passengers ashore

Navy headquarters promptly
ssed on the message to the
Eastern Naval Area headguarters
in Trincomalee. Within minutes.
they in turn alerted Commander

sagara”. This senior Navy
ial and his men had already
spent two days in the h
off Mullaitivu_trying 1o tr
down illegal ship movements.
Men on board swung inio a
linn‘ They found there was no

But (I\cn‘ was an u.hn on
|l\urr.u(.|mrun positi
thatavessel was in wmmm in
the vicinity. Repeated attempts
10 establish radio contact failed
thus heightening suspicion. There
was a flurry of radio communica-
tion between "Jagas
the headquarters of the
Naval Area.

Earlier that day (Tuesday.
August 29). two Israeli built
Dvoras - had left the
Tlll\\(”“lh\ Harbour. One of
them. a Super Dvora bore the
serial number 463 while the other
aDvora hadl the number 436. The
two zun boals were escorling a
vessel carrying logistics supplies
10 the Sri Lanka Army and were
headed for the northern port of
ankesanthurai

and
Eastern

The word Dvora in Hebre:
refers to a female hornet. known
for its fatal sting. The Super
Dvoras are much lighter. longer
and faster than the ordinary
Dvoras. They have
speed of 40 Knots as against the
ordinary counterparts which av-
erage 30 knots.

When “Jayasagara” put out
radio my s todraw the atten-
tion of the two Gun Boats which
were in the gericral area. Dvora
456 had already gone ah
Super Dvora 463 under the com-
mand of Lieutenant W.AN.K.
Wijesinghe respondedtothe ¢

as directed to divert course
and check outthe unidentified
vessel which lay some three quar-
ter of & kilometre away from the
shore

a cruising

Details of the events that fol-
lowed are shrouded in mystery
The Super Dvora 463 was fired

e clouds of smoke bil

h. Troops at 25

Brigade in Mullaitivu observed
the thick black clouds and later

UIC L1 12 USey d Iewly dcquirea
surface 10 surface missile.

Bothofficersatthe Mullaitivu
Army Camp as well as those on
board "Jayasagara” made con-
tact with Sri Lanka Air Force.
Navy Commander, Vice Admi-
ral Mohan Samarasekera, who
was at his headquarters reached
out to his Air Force counterpart,
AirM al Oliver Ranasinghe,
on the hot line to request imm
diate air strikes.

SLAF fixed wing bombers
nd,helicopters took off from
China Bay Air Base and headed
towards the seas off Mullaitivu
They were under orders not to

2 Moana" for fear of
harming the civilian passengers
and crew. Pilots reported observ-
‘“ing smoke trails - an indication
that the Tigers were firing sur-
face to air missiles.

Government's intellighpce
channels have confirmed that the

LTTE has acquired the first gen-
eration hand held Stinger mi:
siles. The American built weap-
ons has an infra red guidance
system so the firer does not have

1o guide the missile. An advan-

ge with the Stinger, according

1o weapons experts, is that it does

not require the firer o be highly

trainedinits use. The Stinger has

been widely used by ithe
Mujahideen in Afghanistan.

-\]l)\uu"hlheUS Defence De-
partment launched a Stinger re
covery programme by offering
attractive cash hand éuts to those
turning in their missiies. it is
known that a sizeablé quantity
has been sold in Afghinistan to
arms procurers by cash strapped
Mujahidgen cadres.

1t was a strange coincidence
that Super Dvora 463 was hit
exactly one year after the First
Super Dvora (Serial Number
464) was attacked and sunk by
the LTTE onAug. 29, 1994, at
Point Pedro, o

Havin
support,  Vice  Admiral
Samarasckera, was keeping in
touch with developments.
"Jayasagara” which was moni-
toring the events had overheard
LTTE communications which
suggested that two of the Super
Dvora 463 crew were held cap-
tive, Sea Tiger leader, Soosai
himself had been directing op-
erations.

Four Dvoras which were op-
erating inthe Eastern Naval Area
headquarters’ command were im-
mediately diveried (o proceedt
wards the scene of the incident,
offer assistance apd rescue sur-
vivors if any. The four included
Dvora 456 which had travelled
ahead of Super Dyora 463,

contacted and told to dx\m 10
gether with others in the vicinity.

The timowas around 5.20 p.m.
(August’39) when the féur gun
boats approached the/arca fol-
lowed a. distance ‘away by
"Jayasagar

Before long, Dvora 456 was
hit by two loud volleys of fire. It
sank and the remaining three gun
boats were immediately ordered
to make a tactical withdrawl.
Dvora 456 sank within minutes
after being fired at,

What hit Dvora 456 is not yet
clear. Butmen on board the other
gunboats spoke of balls of flames
skimming the surface of the sea
at lightning  speed towards
Dvora 456.

Sri Lanka Air Force air cover
was sought again but soon the
area was engulfed in darkness. It
was night.

By Wednesday (August 30)
morning, LTTE had informed
the secufity forces through the
International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) that it w
handing over the bodies of five
Navy men. They were to come in
polythene sacks. But the bodies
arrived in Vayuniya from
Kilinochchi, neatly embalmed
and inwooden coffins. They were,
flown to Colombo the same da;

Four  of the bodies, all crew
members of the Super Dvora463
have been identified. They are

Lt. W. A. N. K. Wijesinghe
Leading Mechanical Lnym\r
U.K.D. Senaka. Able

H.W.K. Nissanka ‘lnul.\k hani-
cal Engineer P.N.D. Jayaratne.
There was only one bady from
Dvora 456 that was identified. It
was that of Able Scaman P.
Vithana.

Navy headquarters has de-
clared other crew members miss-
ing in action. From the Super
Dvora 463, the crew members
are
Sub Licutenant M. P. H. W.
Kumaratunga, Leading Seaman
M. G.K. Dhzrmawardena, Com-
municator . S. P. Gamage. Able
Seaman L. A. P. K. Perera'and
Able Seaman H. N. L. Bandara.

From the Dvora 456, those
declared Missing in Action were:
Lieutenant M. A. J. H.
Wijewardena, Lt. T. L. Hegath,
Leading Seaman U. J. K
Hemantha O/ T G.
Kandagamage, O/D H. W. R. P.
Kumara, Communicator P. V.
K. Karunaratne, Mechanical En-

ineer A. A. Chandana, Leading
Mechanical Engincer S. K. K. S.
Nishantha.

I'hroughout Thursday (Au-
gust 31) "Iris Moana'
close 1o the shores of Chalai with
no news of the fate of civilian
passengers. Buton
ing, SLAF reconnai:
spotted atrawler lyi

remained

alongside

"Iris Moana.”

Where the trawler came from
or why it has been lying together
with "Iris Moana" remains a
mystery. Senior Navy offici
were to join a later SLAF
reconnaisance mission tomake a
study by themselves

Reports reaching the
government yesterfday said that
both passehgers and crew
disembarked and taken to
Kilinochchi. ICRC delegates had
made a request to the LTTE to
see the passengers and crew and
were awaiting permission.

The attack on the two. fun
boats has prompted Navy hezd-
quarters to seek some security
safeguards from the Sri Lanka
Army. Thisis toenable the Navy
10 continue to move logistic and
other material on behalf of the

rmy.

Clearly, the "Iris Moana' epi-
sode was a ploy by the LTTE to
draw the Dvoras closer to the
shore and attack them. There
seems fo be credible evidence to
suggest that if not in both in-
stances, at least in the case of
Dvora 456, the attack came from
land . The aim of this attack
appears to be to ‘forestall the
impending security forces
offensive in the north. Itis _

a known fact that the Sri Lanka
Army has to depend both on the
SriLankaNavy andthe Sri Lanka
Air Force to secure its logistics
in place in the north.

Whilst acquiring'more mili-
ary hardware and having them
smuggled into Sri Lanka, the
LTTE has also been busy in the

ast week making other prepara-
tions to pre-empt the offensive

Significant among them has
been thé expanding of LTTE'S
anti-aircraft wing. Cadres from
this wing are being positioned in
small groups in many locations
in the Wanni, and-n the east to
attack SLAF aircraft using sur-
face-to-air missles and anti-air
craft guns.

Tiger cadres are also being
massed in uncontrolled areas in
Trincomalee and Batticaloa dis-
tricts to attack unidentified tar-
gets. The LTTE has set up at
least four field hospitals in the
cast thus baring its intentions to
2o for a major strike in the area.

Besides trying to scutile an
offensive in the north where the
LTTE will finditdifficulto con-
tend with the sheer strength of
security forces  the Tigers,
as often mentioned in these col-
umns ar’shent on causing diver-
sionary dttacks in the east. That

isnottosay, the LTTE will aban-
don the Jaffna peninsula where it
15 Tunning a virtual civil admin-
istration. Preparations within the
peninsula, as reported in these
columns last week, are asmucha
part of the counter measures as
the diversions in the east area,

Inasurprise move, the LTTE
has also banned civilian traffic
to Vavuniya through
Thandikulam from last Thurs-
day. Civilian boat movements
through the Kilali passage in the
Jaffna lagoon have also come to
a halt.

While security forces do not
rule out the likelihood of an at-
tack on a target in the Vavuniya
sector, they strongly believe the
banon civilian trafficis intended
topreventany information reach-
ing government authorities.

In another ynrelated devel-
opment, security forces on
Wednesday (August 30) seizeda
precious  piece of, equipment
which was onits way tothe LTTE
in Jaffna.

In a press release on August
31, the Operational Headquar-
ters of the Ministry of Defence,
said at Irattaperiyakulam, just a
fewkilometres before Vavuniya,
“troops at the roadblock arrested
the driver and ,hu cleancr of a
lorry while attempting 0 smug-
gle the following items:

“Powerful scanning equip-
ment.

“Global position system
(an' equipment with which the
user could locate any position
electronically within 300 mile
radius).

“Tuner (all types of anten-
nae can be tuned electronically).”

"The Global Position Sys-
tem” as the Operational Head-
quarters of the Ministry of De-
fence chose to call it was much
more significant and important
Army Commander Lt. Gen
Gerry de Silva, produced the
piece of equipment ~ National
Security Council, its brand
Hamed "MAGELLAN.”

The Magellan 400 "Global
Positioning System'is developed
in the United States. The GPS
was used operationally for the
first time during the 1991 Gulf
War against Iraq. Among its us-
ers are Britain's elite Special Air
Services Regiment (SAS).

Peter Darman, aonetime SAS
soldier. in his book “Weapons
and L-u\pn\ml of the SAS
scribed the "M
bal Positioning System (G PS/J\
follows:

GPS consists of a mumber of
satellites positioned above the
earth - each one orbits the globe
nwice aday - which transmit pre

cise time and position (latitude,
longitude and altitude) informa-
tion on a 24-hour basis. Using a
GPS receiver user candetermine
their location anywhere on
earth.There are 21 satellites and
three spares orb e earth
providing 24-hour two and three
dimensional positioning o any
user anywhere on earth.

“How it work? The
whole system is based on precise
time-and-position information.
Each satellite, using atomic
clocks (accurate within one sec-
ond every 300,000 years) and
location data, continuously
broadcasts the time and its posi-
tion. A GPS receiver, listening 1o
three or more satellites at once,
picks up these signals to dete
mine the user's position on earth.

A isuring the
time interval between the trans-
mission and the reception of
satellite signal, calculates the
distance between the user and
each satellite. It then calculates
the position of the user by utiliz-
ing the distanc 2 measurements
of at least three satellites
in the case of a three- dimen-
sional (latitude, longitude and
altitude) positioning - in an al-
gorithm computation. The posi-
tion information on a receiver
canbedisplayed invariousways

ording 1o user requirements.
For example, military users can
have the information shown as
Military Grid coordinates.

h satellite continuously
broadcasts two signals: « cqm-
mercial Standard Positioning
Service (SPS) signal for civilian
users, and a Precise Positioning
Service (PPS)signal for military
use. The Magellan GPS. NAV
1000M (Note: an earlier gen-
eration Magellan 4000, which
was seized in the latest) military
receiver was the system used by
United Nationsforces during Op
eration 'Desert Storm' (though
only 14 satellites were opera-
tional at the time). It is a Small

does

teries and mesaves 210mm x
90mm x SOmm. Constructed of
high-impact, thermal-formed
plasticand high-impact-absorb-
ing thernial plastic rubber, it is
waterpre can withstand e
tremes of Iunnualmu and its
liguid crystal unplu-, can run
continuously for up to seven
hours.

“lisapplication in SaudiAra-
bia, Kuwait and Iraq quickly be-
came apparent. In a poorly
mappedterraincharacterised by
featureless landscape where

Almvrmu:u/dlu/m visibil-
ity to zero, hand-held GPS re-
ceivers gave troops constant
read-outs of their exact location.

“For small-sized teams oper-
ating behind enemy lines
asthe SA.S, GPS
bled them to move quickly and,
accurately through the barren
terrain at night if need be. GPS
units were also used for ot"er
task: A
mentlextraction of troops, intel-
ligence gathering, fire dire
groundtroop navigation; obtain:
ing fixes on enemy troop posi-
tions, and precise targeting for
‘smart’ weapons.

"Atotal of 400 GPS receivers
were issued to British troops
during the course of the war and

nany of them were used by SAS
troopers. One of their great ad
vantages was that they could be
usedto setup a rendezvous point
inthe desert to enable SAS teams
to re-arm and refuel.

"Thus a unit could request
re-supply, select a waypoint
along its route and arrive at the
location to find the supplies wait-
ing to Be picked up. In addition,
each receiver can store position
coordipates sothat unit can make
a return trip if necessary.

“When the enemy was lo-
cated, the receiver's targeting
calculation function aliowed
immediate identification ung
marking of these locations by
determining their position grid
coordinates. These functions
made the SAS's, task of intelli
gence gathering mucheasierand
more accurate.

The Gulf War proved. tha
GPS receivers could withstand
adverseweatherconditions, were
easy (0 use and were reliable
Gided night movement,
worked well with laser de.
tors. Accurate to within 25m, the
next generations GPS receivers
- the Precise Lightweight GPS
Receivers (PLGR) - promises (o
be accurate to within 16m.

How did the LTTE acquire this
sophisticated hi-techequipment,
smuggle it to Colombo and tried
to smuggle it to Jaffna? Army
authorities have already begun
an nquiry.

Meanwhile, the security
forces have been successful in
pracuring a sizeable volume of
their procurements. For security
reasons. the details must remain
a secret. However, one known
bitof good news doing the rounds
in the security establishment is
the further acquisition by the S
Lanka Air Force of anti-missil
capability. Itis to obtain infia e
devices.

and

gna

1t all goes well, the SLAF
willalso become the proud owne
of Israeli built Kfir jet fighters. A
team from the SLAF which was
in Tel Aviv discussed the matter
but finality is yet to be reached.




