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. Sobitha:'package has clauses that are very asathariya'

During the election cam-
u stated you were not
ting Chandrika
itunga and the PA, but
ere fighting the corrup-
1 injustice of the UNP.
ou explain this?

AL For seventeen years the
governmentindulgedincor-
tion and political murders. It
1ated India and so that count-
ffered training camps, weap-
ind cash to, strengthen the
I'his accounts for the
shakthi (great power of

12) shown by the LTTE.

¢ were angry with the UNP.
NP signed the Indo-
inka accord which merged
North and East and thereby
iking these merged provinces
tronghold of the Tamils. We
» apposed the coming of the

You have been vehe-
v attacking the devolu-
kage. Why?
» packag

oe has clauses

vmw'rm

o-operation vital to
save Lanka from war

The Ven. Maduluwave Sobitha Nayake Thera, one of the leading

gpponehts of th_e Devolution Packaée has warned that the Pack-

age would creaté an 'achcharu’ in Sri Lanka.

In an interview the monk said those who proposed or supported

the package‘-were day-dreaming and building-a pie in the sky.
: :

Excerpts from the interview.
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By Roshan Peiris

that are "asathariya’ (very unfair)
to the Sinhala and Muslim peo-
ple. This package seeks to divide
the country on racial lines and we
would have racial wars in the
future. The Tamils will virtually
bwn the Northern and Eastern
provinces. They will first give
land to those who have been liv-
ing there and then to thosé who

* come within the Regional Coun-

cil all of whom would naturally
be Tamils. It is grossly unfair to
giveonethirdofourland toseven
percent of the population. Two
thirds of our coast will ulf\‘i\ be-

long to them. [

Q. Then what do you pro-
pose as a solution?

A. Our solution is that those
who have been born and bred in
this country be they Sinhala,
Tamil, Muslim, Burgheror Malay
should have,the freedom to live
anywhere. After all take
Wellawatte in*the heart 6f Co-
lombo. Many Tamils live there
with Sinhala and other people.
So why cannot it be adopted as an
all-island policy?

. If some of the proposals
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are amended will you support
the package?

A.Thope the bad features will
be removed. There must be pro-
vision to remove any Regional
Council that works dgainst the
interests of the nation, All state
land must come under the Cen-
tre. The provision for Regional
Councils to get aid directly from
other countrigs must bé removed.
If not our foreign policy will not
have direction. It will be at cross
purposes. The Regional Council
will then use thisright to get arms
andammunition whichthe LTTE
is doing now secretly. Though so
much had been offered, the
LTTE has rejected all and is con-
tinuing the war with greater
intensity.

Neelan Tiruchelvam, Doug-
las  Devananda, Kumar
Ponnambalam and crowd are
dreaming and making pie in the
sky. They are not down to earth.

Q. Minister S. Thondaman
is asking for a separate Re-
gional Council for the Indian

Tamils and the right for the
LTTE to rule the North and
East for five years. How do you
view this?

A. He well illustrates the
points I have made: Our country
will be politically speaking an
‘achcharu’ with this one and that
one asking forregional divisions.
He is really asking for Eelam on
behalfof Vellupillai Prabhakaran.
If Prabhakaran becomes Chief

_Minister he will appoint his men

to the police force including the
Police Commissioner. Police
power must be vested with the
Centre. s
Q. In the first year of PA
government has corruption
decreased or increased.
A.Tdon't wanttospeak against
the governnment as such. Not
just now. Our main wish is to
save the country from this terri-
ble war. We would like no divi-
\|0m as Sinhala Buddhists,
Tamils, UNP, PA and so on. We
should forget differences and co-
operate to save the country from
war and from being divided.




