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Plane should not have been

cleared for take-off -

COLOMBO, Scp. 16 —
The Sri Lanka air force
twin-engined Turbo pro-
peller  Antonov — 32
transport aircraft crash
could have been averted if
it had not been cleared for
take-off by the air traffic
control (ATC) towerat the
Ratmalana airport which
had been alerted by the
piiot of an Air Lanka
passenger  plane  ap-
proaching the Colombo
International Airport,
Katunayake. that there was
a very bad weather patch
west of the island. This
had been confirmed by
raclar.

Air Force sources told
Lankapuvath on Saturday

that the crash occurred
while the ATC was warned
of the squally weather at
0710 hours last Tuesday.

(B)nosedived

1 3kilometres
off the coast of Kandana
on Sri Lanka's northwest-
ern seaboard 17 km from
Colombo.

There were two AN-

325 scheduled to take off

from Ratmalana. A vet-
eran flyer. Group Captain
C.T. Gunawardepa who
was also off for Palaly
before theill-fated aircr aft.
had said the weather was
not right for take off and
he wouldwaittillitcleared.
Preliminary investiy

tions macdle by the air force
revealed that the captain
of the plane. Squadron

leader R. Pakiyanathan,

had  reported  squally
weather s he hit the bad
weather patch at around
14.000 feet and was trying
to climb to its cruising
height of 21.000 ft., when
the captain radioed the
ATC at 0722 hours, com-
municating that he was in
the centre of a squall line
and experiencing extreme
thunder storm turbulence.

Evidently, the gyro-
scope had become faulty
and although the pilot
thought the plane was
horizontal it ‘was in fact
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vertical and due to gravi-
tation, the aircraft rapidly
increased speed and
nosedived and the naviga-
tor, Pilot Officer J.C.
Martenstyn had kept call-
ing out to the ATC that the
rapid increase in the speed
and called out 500, 600
and 700 kmph, before the
plane disappeared from
theradarscreen and ceased
radio contact. '
Earlier,

Sq.
Pakiyanathan had reported
having hit a navy squall
and the ATC had advised
him to turnright and come
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over land. Instead, the
aireraft had turned leftand
nosedived 1,000 ft. into
the sea.




