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"4~ e Daring sea-borne landing saves besieged camp

Rescue troops enter Poonery

By Sugeeswara Senadhira and W. G. Gooneratne
In a daring sea~borne operation, ordered by President D. B. Wijetunge, about 200 crack

army wmman_doslanded onlhe.b'eacl'll’mnloltht': Pooneryn camp and linked up with the 1000 Get back Pooneryn

besieged soldiers yesterday. Military sources said that at 11,55 a.m. the troops landed on the
at any cost- President
The reinforcements from Kankesanturai reached Pooneryn by crossing the Jaffna Lagoon
Tiger fire. Lt. Gen. Cecil Waidyaratne was monitoring overall operations from a ship near President D.B

terrorists after destroying the terrorist outpost on the coast.
They were guided by some troops from the besieged camp who swam to the boats dodging Palakidnar

beach front of the camp and penetrated the defence put up by the heavily—armed Tiger

B
in small boats with powerful out—board motors and landed at the beach front near the camp. y Anenth
Pooneryn

“We have now gained the upper hand and the Tiger terrorists are fleeing, " said Defence

Secretary, General Hamilton Wanasinghe yesterday.

Col. Shantha Kotiegoda, Commanding Officer of the
M I 1
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troops linked ~up with the besicged soldiers at Pooneryn®
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fighting in’ Pobrieryn' is
still Continuing and will
Gontinue. The fighting on
Friday was compounded
by the fact tHat there was
bad - weather from 12
noon on Friday.

Mr.  Wickremesinghe
said that the senior
Service,  Commanders
were now all in Jaffna
directing operations and
their efforts has stabilised
the situation,

Pointing out that it was
still too early to give the
number of casualties on
both sides he said. “Any
war will come 10 an end
and it was only then that
reports can be made. He
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said that the u:oughls of
the  Government . and
everyone else were: with
the families of all-‘the
servicemen  in  Jaffna.
More 50 to.those who
havesuffered the death of
their loved onés.

On behalf of the
Government and  the
Parliament he conveyed
these thoughts to the rela-
tions of service personnel
in the Pooneryn battle.

He appealed to the Op
position and others to first
concentrate on the efforts
made by the Service
Commanders to stabilise
the situation to save lives
and  consolidate  the
present positions, rather
than getting involved in a
debate of what happened.

“It is too early to say

«anything, Any battle will

finally end and at that
stage we can send in re
ports to Parliament and
invariably an inquiry will
be held. At present all |
could do is t o wish all
success to the Service
Commanders and to our
troopsin Pooneryn and in
Jaffna” he said

on Friday on the re- “m”m soldiers but both were

trying to prevent three or four groups of sold
rouped outside the main-camp from reach

which were '
le to Jgnd because of the long—range S0 gun
nd the FDL by the Tigers

attack. Military sources suid that the injure
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cement forces. The air
men have also destroyed
two waterjets and two bat
le tanks captured by the
l TTE," he added
ng on the
s taking place in
Jaffna, he said that the Air
Force planes had attacked
the he uh".ur:n\ of the
Eelam Police Force

situated at Old Park Jaf
, -

ence Ministry
wing press
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national Committee of
Red Cross (ICRC), had
informed the Army about
arragements to hand over
the bodies of the dead.
“We have intercepted
the LTTE communica
tion and found that the
LTTE has lost 294 cadres
including 66 women
Currently the Air Force is
active in destroying the
LTTE cadres who are re
treating following the lar
ding of the crack reinfor

numbers staged a four

~pronged surprise attack
on the military positions
in the Pooneryn sector
Pooneryn is located at the
tip of the mainland on the
Southern flank of the Jaf-
fna  Lagoon, approx-
imately 20 miles North
West of Kilinochchi. The
military  positions in

cluded - 2 Army Camps
and | Navy Establishment
consisting of 1,800 troops
Contd. from page 13




