CHANDRIKA:

he attitude of the

LTTE towards

the P.A in gen-

X and  towards
Chandrika in particular
fas to be carefully exam-
fiied by anyone who is
contemplating the is-
Jand’s futurein terms of a
peace package and its
dividends. There are two
‘Aspects to this attitude.
Ope: the reason or rea-

‘Sons for -Chandrika and

her government insisting
dnpeace. Two: theobsta-
cles faced by her and the
pessibility of her submit-
Tifig to these in due course
as other feaders have
done in the past.
! Though the LTTE had
expre: very
ngres about
Chandrika’s bona fides
ift“handling the ethnic
pEbblem from the time it
became apparent that she
asgoingtobetheP.A’s
Lundisputed leader there
[was a marked change in
icir view after Ker
(Dificant victory at the
Sowthern provicial elec-
[ tions. While Tamil poli-
tigians and opinion mak-
etsiexulted over that
oty in the deep south-
“Which had long been con-
sidered a bastion of
Sinhala Buddhist nation-
aliém - claiming that it
dtfgurs well for resolving
the ethnic conflict, the
Tigers preferred not to
saf  anything except
sound a mild note of
Ealition in some of their
Publications. Thisclearly
showed that they were
teassessing their view
Chandrika
picking

“ i

cen ng

was

up.
hing
drag
in minority votes. The
Prompt manner in which
Sh?‘scl about the problem
| In the north as soon as she
assumed office seems to

have finally convinced
the LTTE that her inten-
tions were somewhat
genuine. There was Tamil
public opinion too which
they could not ignore.
Therefore they made a
very significant move af-
ter the general election.

*Tamil Eelam’ the of-
ficial English language
news lefter of the Tigers
in London stated in its
October issue * The
LTTE made an unprec-
edented gesture in wel-
coming the election of a
new Sri Lankan Prime
Minister. It could be that
they recognised in
Chandrika Kumaratunge
a Sinhalese politician of
different mettle”.

It should be men-
tioned, however, that
whatever the Tigers said
in favour of Chandrika
was always said in strict

ntextasitwere - harp-
ing on the old refrain that
the Sinhala polity, de-
spite the occasional lip
service to finding a solu-«
tion, is historically inca-
pable of offering an hon-
ourable settlement to the
Tamils. Neverthele:

able, the LTTE w:
the first time since its
inception, convinced in
measure that a
Sinhala leader was genu-
inely
a peace with the Tamil
people.

That the Tigers up-
held this view at this

some.

en on cementing

juncture can be deemed
quite signif if one
were to consider the ex-
planations profferedthen,
setting out the true rea-
sons behind Chandrika’s
pea
that she was acting in
accordance witha simple
budgetary formula which

cant

¢ initiative. One was

LTTE’s CHANGING PERCEPTION

was ultimately intended
to consolidate her posi-
tion among the Sinhalest

The formula can be
stated thus: Stop the war
for some years at least -
this would help divert
some billions from de-
fence spending - finance
the subsidies promised to
the Sinhalese with the
sum thus diverted - s
cure the loyalty of the
Sinhala majority with
these subsidies and then
if the need were to aris
prosecute the war from a
firm political base in the
south.

According to another
view which sought to
explain the ‘true’ motiv
behind Chandrika’s
peace initiative, she w
actually following the
tenet of the peace lobby

in Colombo- that the best
and sure way of ensuring
the disintegration of the
LTTE is to take away the
sole external factor which
has, at all times and
under the most adverse
circumstances, prevented
the organisation’s inner
contradictions from im-
ploding and overwhelm-
ing it - this sole extrane-
ous factor being war
Sections of the peace
lobby argue that if the
Sinhala polity could be
fully weaned away from
the idea of making war in
the northeast then the
army will have to stop
fighting : which in turn
will leave the LTTE with-
out the only occupation
they are familiar with.
They claim that cor-
ruption in the LTTE has
pro-
portions and has become
that
leadership is scared to
e any drastic step to
root out the problem. The

reached enormous

SO cancerous the

arrest of Kuitr, a senior
leader in thelVanni , and
several others allegedly
for embezzeling millions
from tax funds which,
according to a peace
lobby person, led to the
discovery that a large
number ofimportant peo-
ple in the Tiger hierachy
or had
Kutti's
fraud is cited as a good
example by the propo-
nents of the peace strat-
egy to illustrates their

were involved

benefitted from

thesis. There is also utter
frustration within the or-
ganisation  and  the
number of cadres volun-
teering to be Black Ti-
gers is a sure manifesta-
tion of this moralrot they
say; and the LTTE,

cording to them , is able
1o prudently skim such
problems as they surface
.only because of the war -
by sending culprits occu-
pying sensitive positions
to the battle front or by
making il an e
make changes in the af-
fected portion of the com-

use 1o

mand structure
Therefore , argues this
influential section of the
peace labby, it is very
essential for the govern-
ment to bring peace lothe
northeast in order 10 ex-
pedite the only proce
by which the LTTE can
bg made to fall apart
The LTTE
of the peace lob-
pro» to the
powersthatbeinthe P. A
This view which tried to

nodoubt is

read the peace lobby
peace  strategy
Chandrika’s
tiative, however , was
something  which  the
LTTE was familiar with
from Premadasa’s days.

into

affna ini-

(It was discussed in these

columns at that time)
But despite this and

other explanations which

sought (o impute insidi-
ous. motives o
Chandrika’s
bringing about peace 1o
the war weary people in
the north, the LTTE as
we noted earlier

stand  on

howed
an unprecedented incli-
nation 1o trust her per-
sonal and
her

bong fides

1 welcome

hene
election as Premier

I this they showed
the Tamils that they were
And

also- in this they were

at one with them

telling the Tamil people
and perhaps the world
once more that they were
not the intransig

crude pwarmong

ent and
s they
are generally portrayed
to be

However they quali
fied otheir by

three things -

position
reiterating
history, vested interests
in thearmy and India

To quote from

, Thamil Eelam® - ** His-

tory is a good teacher,
and what lessons (sic) the
[amil people learnt from
past_history (sic) have

ka Kumaratunga
proved to be always un-

ant. No Prime Min-
ident in St

ple
ister or Pr
Lanka has eves been able
1o redress the grievances
of the Tamil people; nor
were they ablésto keep
promises and undertak-
ings. Either they did not
have the political will or

they got submerged un--

der forces of Sinhala
hegemonism. The fact is
. there is an underlying
reservoirof Sinhalachau-
vinismthatsurfaces every
settlement
possible.  That

different

lime some
seems
could assume
faces - opportunist politi-
cians, the greed for power
of ihic party in the opposi-
tion,'the Buddhist Maha
Sarighathe armed for

. war profiteers ....... "

Yet, said the publica-
tion, the LTTE wecomed
Chandrika’s election as
Prime Minister.

The November issue
of the * Erimalai’ in*an
editorial apparently writ-
ten da
before Gamini's

just or two

assi-

nation paid a terse but
glowing  tribute  to
Chandrika’s courage and
steadfastness in “‘walk-
ing through the door of
peace that has' alway
been kept wide open b
the Tigers to grasp the
hands of love extended
by the people of Jaffna
and the Tigers” despite
the unfriendly attitude of
the army and India . It
further observed that 3
The main oppostion party
the UNP is awaiting an
opportune moment o
pres
peaceinitiative. Thearmy
has already expressed its
hostility and is placing
obstacles. Hiding its in-
tention of takin G
gers, India fum-

bles, unable 1o stop the
peace process.”

The atmosphere, then
L was most conducive for

sits opposition to the

revenge,

the second round of talKs
, Chandr
cured (or so it scemed)
what no $fnhala leader

a having s

before her could secure -
the LTTE's trust in her
strictly bona
fides,

Laker like
elsethe LTTE also seems

personal
everyone

to have-been impressed
by Chandrika’s landslide
victory and hence toprob-
ably ease things for her
came up with the pnoffi-
cial “hold your fire un-
attacked
their stand being

less order -
sinceitisthe government
which in 1990 rejected
out of hand their unilat-
eral and officially de-
the

clared  ceasefire,

gnoral responsibility of
declaring one again falls
on the government (re:
gardless of who is in
power).
(on 15.11.9

Balasingham  a

edged at a press confer-
ence in Jaffna that the
LTTE was observing an

unofficial ceasefire for a
week). But then there was
Malli's decapitation at
Weli Oya two days after
Balasinghan's announce-
Malli alias Col
Sinnathamby
Pathmanathan is a fairly
senior person among the
LTTE's field operatives.
He had played an impor-
tant role in the attack on
the Indian army camp at
Mulliavalai, the final as-
sault on ENDLE posi-
tions the same year, and
the attacks on Mankulam,

ephant Pass, Kokkavil
and Pooneryn

ment.

By focusing attention
on Malli's decapitation
and six other
which the LTTE's claims
were deliberate violation

cidents

of their goodwill gesture,
the Tiger leadership is
making a very important
point politically: Itis cof-
roboratin
been building up ‘since
Chandrika's rise to power

the

— that her intention t
bring peace 1o the North
despite her honesty a
sincerity will be defeated
by vested intertsts in the
Army, and that reservoir
of Sinhala chauvinism
o
mains aconstantin South-
ern politics
In other words, they
amils that
evena good Sinhalaleader
can be overwhelmed by
forces

are telling the

inimical to the
amils getting an hon-
ourable All
their publications have
that

good,

settlement

been  predicting
Chandrika, th

will have (o ultimately
submiitand yield to these
forces. And the manner in
which the Army has re-
sponded (o their unoffi-
ial ceasefire proves it,
they tell the Tamils

do 50 is crucial to their

existence,

The Government and
its policymakers as usual
seem to-be oblivious to
the political content of
the whole
also see that they have
begun to chst doubts on
Chandrika's Bona Fides
itself now, which doesn't
bode well, for the future
ofagovernment thatmay
soon find itself cash-

strapped. The editorial of
TTE's

is worth examining in

s respect.

"Is the Chandrika
Government  genuinely
interested in settling the
ethnic problem by find-
ing a political solution or
is it trying to cheat the
Tamil people like the
previous  Government.
Thisis the questionraised
by the Tamil people t
day, and there is nothing
wrong in asking this be-
cause after Chandrika a
sumed duties as Presi-
dent, people expected
many changes to take
place, and they were di
appointed and this made
them ask this question. If
Chandrika wants o settle
the ethnic problem, she
should take steps imme-
diately, othérwise even if
she want to settle the
ethnic problem it will not
satisfy the people.

W In this respect there
are 2 main obstacles for
Chandrika, one is from
the Army which has en-
joyed many powers ear-
lier, and fhe other is from
India which tried to keep
Sri Lanka under its influ-
ence. Inthe UNP govern-
ment, the Sinhala ex-
tremists and Buddhist or-
ganisations  obstructed
the settlement of the eth-
nic problem. These 2
factors havenatlost their
powerbut they have only
been weakened. Today

\the Army isinapowerful
position. It is not easy to
satisfy the army. When
Chandrika was appoint
as Prime Minister, she

d to settle the ethnic

problem, but the army
putobstacles, The reason
for this is that the Army
enjoys many faciliti

and many Army officers
have become millionaires.
because of the war. So
how can the army agree
for cease-fire and bring-
ing the war to an end?

JThe other obstacle
India and its intelligence
agency. They tried to
establish their supremacy
in Sri Lanka and failed. It
was the Liberation Ti-
gers who prevented this.
India thinks that Lib:
tion Tigers prevented: it
from establishing its su-
premacy in Sri Lanka,
and India cannot digest
and hence doesn't like
Chandrika’s government
conducting peace talks
with the Liberation Ti-
gers.

#1f the Chandrika Gov-
ernment is genuinely in-
terested in settling ‘the
ethnic problem, it should
change the structure of
the Anny Headquarters,
and Sri Lanka being an
independent  country
should not give in (o
pressure from the Indian
Government, and for this
the Chandrika Govern-
ment has got the author-
ity and power. Otherwise
it will also have to disap-
point the Tamil people.”

Some days after thisit
appeared almost certain
thit the government was
going to send a signal to
the north by bringing the
security forces comimand
structure under the pur-
view and contral of a
civilian bureacrat.

The PA leadership has
changed its mind. Gen
Wanasinghe ~ remains.
The grim prospect ol
fighting another war is at
the back of everyone's
mind on both sides. As
the blue tint euphoria
vaguely dissipates from
the war torn lands of the
north, the fond hopes of
the' Tamils will be scat-
tered there, dashed to

nithereens once mor

— Taraki




