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® Over 400 soldiers dead;

another 400 wounded

By The Sunday Times Defence Correspondent

As the security forces recaptured the besieged Poo-
neryn sector from Tiger control yesterday afternoon.
400 soldiers were dead and an equal number injured

This is the highest ever casualty the security forces
have suffered in the history of the separatist war. It came
just a month after 115 soldiers including seven officers
were killed in just one day during operation “Yal De
intended to dauw LTTE's boat landing points and
facilities in Kilali

Last Thursday, Tiger separatists launched
attack on the \ag:xhc\ﬂr
Army Camp at Poone! stalla
tions. The attack came from all directions including the
Kilali passage which the LTTE used effectively to bring
in re-inforcements and inflict heavy casua
security forces.
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sources said yesterday that the LTTE had

of weapoary they &

Nagathevanthurai and Pooneryn across the Kilali pas-
sage to the Jaffna peninsula. This is said to include &
cache of arms and ammunition,

e same sources said that the two captured Czechos-
lovak built Main Battle Tanks were however taken toan
unknown location near Kilinochchi where there are
LTTE hideouts.

Meanwhile, troops at Palaly Military Base thwarted
attempts by Tiger terrorists to infiltrate the outer defen-
ces. The Operations Headquarters of the Ministry of
Defence said 15 Tiger cadres were shot dead.

A Defence Ministry Communique last night said that
Radio interceptions and military intelligence reports
have revealed that the LTTE had suffered heavily with
294 killed and a large number injured upto the Friday

evening

A further attack was mounted by the terrorists on "

Friday night on the Pooneryn defence establishment
Troops had by this time regrouped. They had repulsed
th k while inflicting heavy casualties. Some 200
bodies h.l e been ~'1Khl§d outside the Camps

’ rming
The Air Force continued 1o airdrop food, medicine
and other urgent supplies throughout the 11th and 12th
1993. The Air Force also continued to strafe
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to prevéyt army reinfojcements being landed. to
vacuste Besieged soldiers,” the statement said

1t said its forces captured five boats, two tanks,
several heaxy weapons, S0 light machine guns and 400

Wanasinghe said army reinforcements had

ssed the Jaffna lagoon in small boats for 15 km (nine
miles| amid sporadic firing and landed in the central
area of the camp, defended by air and naval cover

“Some of the besieged soldiers saw the troops and
swam over 10 guide them,” he said

He said the Tigers had told the Intcrnational
Committee of the Red Cross that they would hand over
300 bodies of soldiers and satlors today

“We don't know if all these are ours,” said Gemy
Wanasinghe adding that rescue troops had recovered
42 bodies of soldiers. Another 350 soldiers were
wounded and would be evacuated as soon as possible

Gen. Wanasinghe said the camp had been warned to
expect attacks and had cnough equipment for detec-
ton and defence

I can’t think what happened. The Tigers achieved
an clement of surprise,” he said

(See details on Page 7)

Intercepts
show 407
LTTE
deaths

Intercept of Tiger
communications and mil
itary intelligence reports

bave shown that upto 5

m. yesterday the
numher of LTTEms killed
was 407, of them about
50 per cent were from the
Eastern Province and
about 20 per cent were
said to be of the officer
cadre.
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ampunition, five Land
Rovers, and two chained
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A WATERTIGHT
GUARANTEE OF QUALITY

@ Made in UK 10 meet British standard BS 5412

@ All brass construction, Chromium plated to BS 1224
giving & long lasting, easy-clean, plated finish

# Tested 1o 200,000 operations and backed by a 5 year
guarantee of reliable performance

®0Danum models fitted with ceramic disc washers yHor

shers. They are hig

recommended for heavy duly use

Available from all CIC wholesale outlets.

WS Price
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Crosstop basin tap
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