PrepariNG For Peace Ano W

resident Chan
drika Kumar-
atunga received

a certificate of com-
mendation from the
European Union last

k about her pea
initiatives althoug
the Europeans were
rather silent about the
economy. Sri Lankan
observers abroad to
are watching the proy
ress of the peace
itiative but so far
there has been no
positive sign apart
from letters being e
changed between the
LTTE and the Goy-
ernment through the
International Red
Cross.

The LTTE leader
Mr. elupillai
Prabhakaran, speak-
Jing on the Great
Heroes Day (Novem-
ber 27) — the d
after
Wwas equivocal about
peace negotiations.
The Sinhalese govern-
ment was now willing

th the

LTTE because of the
40 year struggle laun-
ched by the Tamils
and for what has been
hieved, he said. The
government, he be-
lieved, was still being
dictated to by the

package for autonomy
E ;

ader said
but in ending his
speech he called upon
all to take the Oath of
the Tamil Tigers: Tk2
Thirst of the Tigers is
the homeland for
Tamil Eelam.

Some political
analysts also saw a sil-
ver lining on this
birthday of Mr.
Prabhakaran because
there was no m

murder of Sinhalese
as has been the usual
practice. Security
forces were on the

«alert days before in

Cglombo and the pro-
nces days before
and after the birthday
of the LTTE leader.
eanwhile poli
observers were watch-

he LTT

with New Delhi.
Foreign Minister Mr.
Lakshman Kadirga-
mar \as
leave for Bangladesh
d India this week.
rnment
sources said that
TTE had indicated
would have
ions to deal-
ing with India. Others
however doubted this
very much taking into
consideration the
antipathy of the Ti-
gers towards New De-
1hi
Meanwhile the in-
dications are that the
med forces are not
g any chanc
the LTTE.
Sources say that the
armed forces strongly

believe that the LTTE

re-armament plans
and as evidence cil

ship whi

ported to be coming
in from a CIS country
across the Mediterra-
nean. However apart
from unconfirmed re-
ports, there is no hard
proof of such a ship
being site

Tenders

in_the
ile is breaking
e tender

million

The army
meanwh

(US) dollars) cancel-
led by the UNP gov-
emnment and calling
“for fresh tenders in
parts.

Tender affairs

Arms dealers were
also pointing out to
the second tender for

rmoured person-
nel carriers (APCs).
Here too the period of
time for submitting
the tenders has been

There is however &

much heartburn
among arms dealers
about the conditiona-
lities attached to the
two tenders called so
far. They point out
that one tender calls
for the supply of a
specific kind of plane
— AN 32B Antonovs.
There are other
makes which could
perform the same
functions but the
make being specified
would place the
tenderer who has pre-
viously won the ten-
der at a specific
advantage. The time
limit is just two weeks
to put the pa
together which
cludes even specified
pliers and screw driv-
ers, wrenches etc hav-
ing Russian number
parts rules out any
who had not tendered
previously they point
out. Besides the bid
bond to be put up is
Dollars (US) 75,000,
This narrows down
the successful Sri
Lankan bidders to
Just one or two they
B The delivery
period has been speci
fied for 30 d

this is not kept t
75,000 dollars bid
bond could be for-
feited. The credit

100 is tailored for
Russian-Sin
financing — 25
down and the b

to be paid in five years
commencing 1996.

What will ‘happen,
to Mr. Thondaman
and his fellow CWC
MPs who voted with
the government on
the Vote on Account

As we re-

ported last week, the

by Suminda

limited to 16 days and
the time is too short to
arrange spares pack-
age called for.
Although no particu-

lar type of APC had P:

been specified the
specifications

for have been

for the BMP 2 variety
which was in the 72
million dollar deal
which had begn can-
celled. The spares too
called for are exactly
those for the BMP 2.
The going price of
each APC is less than
USD 60,000 with a
factory guarantee
while some of the
APCs which had been
already purchased
had cost  USD
150,000.

Sources said that
there were other
makes such as the
Bulgarian OT 62
Wwhich is the equi
lent of the BMP 2
with a factory guaran-
tee going at USD
60,000.

It is rather strange
that specifications,
the time limits and
financial restrictions
will be advantageous
to one particular
tende ources in
the armaments trade
said.

UNP leadership is
taking up this issue
quite seriously, the
CWC ‘having con-
tested under the UNP
symbol. The

aken up at the party
convention and a
committee has been
appointed to decide
on the necessary
course of action.

id
that the committee
decision would be
known only after the

onvention that
heduled for this
month.

Meanwhile the
UNP  has also
appointed another
committee to decide
on the course of ac-
tion for violation of
party discipline by
some other members
such as Messrs A. J,
Ranasinghe and the
Presidential Candi-
date’ Mr. Hudson+
Samarasinghe.

The UNP lead-
ership has al
squashed attempts by
some young members
to form ‘a ginger
group. Th
attempted to form this
group were Dr. Ra-
jitha Senaratne, Mr.
Mervyn de Silva and

Dr. Jay
dene.
Sources said that
Dr. Senaratne had
told party leader Mr.
Ranil  Wickremesing-
ha that the party ex-
ecutive committee
comprised of senior
members and that
junior. members had
little. opportunity to
voice their opinion. It
was in such circumst-
ances that the group
had been formed. Mr.
Wickremesingha is re-
ported to have refer-
red Dr. Senaratne to
party President Mr.
A. S. Hameed.
Mr. Hameed had told
him that if there were
y views to be for-
warded by junior
members he could be
informed and he
would convey such
opinion to the e
tive committe
Sources also s
that the party had
handed over the
of presenting its view
on proposed changes
in the constitution to
the Select Committee

lath Jayawar-
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plained bitterly tha

to Mr. Wickremesing- o
g

ha. The party has also
given authority to Mr,
Wickremesingha to
fill up the vacancies in
parliament  following
the death of UNP
MPs, Earlier Mrs. Sri-
ma Dissanayake and
Mrs. Hema Premada-
sa had been tipped to
be MPs but now Dr.
Wimal Wickremasing-
he and Mr. Paul
Perera were « staking
their claims, sources

Brisk canvassing
is on within the
UNP for these posts.

out him making aljoysius, late Sorter,

meeting.
President Kumar:

she was aware 0
those who were leak
ing information to th,
press and she wouldipillai Frabhakaran
not hesitate tq throwros' day” speech
them out of the gov: Voice of Tiger on
ermnment. 2e was prepared for
Last Wednesday'¢n some conditions,
Cabinet medtinech by calling upon
which commenced, ajath of Eelam: “The
10 a.m. wen{ ontil is the homeland of
115 p.m. with:5: ;
Cabinet papers beingid that when the
considered. ment” extended its
" Fhe ministers Jasey grasped it with
week also discusse Sinhala army does
the labour unrest noyinding a solution to
on and the spiral]in{:c Tamils lhn_)u_gh\
inflation. ¢ uncompromising
in Government Par-  The opinion was exactivities and war
liamentary Group and®pressed that the rise irarmy indicates this
the Cabinet to the prices was the resuloes not want to act
press. This matter had y trader hardline approach.
been raised bye the nstitutionjstances it is not an
Minister of Telecom- Such as the :CWEate an atmosphere
munications Mr. palcy.
Mangala Samar- ka Government has
aweera who had com- and (h_e goodwi ‘U[
A% fuse 4 first find a solution
immediate problems af
ate an atmosphere for peace and nor-
malcy in the homeland of the Tamils,”
Prabhakaran said.

Prabhakaran commenced his
broadcast on a pious note, He sai

“We celebrate this day as the he
day on which we worship in the tem-
Ples of our heart our dear fighters who
gave up their lives, saciificeu their lives
for the noble ideal that our people
should achieve freedom and live in
Treedom with dignity and hopour and
the right of self government.

Our country has paid an incalc
able price for the sake of liberation,
This land has turned into a Hattlefield
anda river of blood has flowed on this
soil. Our warriors are dying even today
for the sake of liberation, All those
thousands upon thousands of tomb-
stones on this soil stand demanding
liberation as the; goal. The figures of
the great warriors whom we encounter
On 10ads, street corness, and walls

Mums the word

President Chandri-
ka Kumaratunga has
warned! her Cabinet
colleagues against
leaking out informa-
tion of what happens

anti American speectypired, Cortege leaving residence 167/6, Modera
at a Government Paritreet, Colombo 15. (off St. John's Church) on
liamentary  Grouglonday 5th December at 4.30 p.

fadampitiya Cemetery.

atunga had said lhaﬁ
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the problems faced by our people.

‘The Sinhala army does not appear
to like finding a solution to the prob-
lem of the Tamils through peaceful
means. The uncompromising hardline,
military activities and war preparations
of the army show this truth.

It does not appear that even the
Chandrika government has not given
up the military approach. The govern-
ment does not want to act against the
army's hardline. The government is
not prepared to bring any pressure on
the army. Under such circu

asy matter to create an
atmosphere for peace or normalcy

Therefore, if the government has a
true and honest interest in the
peace it should be easy only if: the
armed forces are also led on that path.

Stopping war_ activities removing
the economic embargo, opening the
passage for transport,” removing the
ban on the maritime zone, and reset-
tling refugees all depend on the posi-,
tion of the army.

We stand not as an obstacle on the
path for peace. We have not closed the
doors of peace.'We are prepared for
peace. If talks take place again we will
take part in them. We desire that a
solution should be found first to the
daily problems faced by our people

If the Chandrika government has to |
sgqure the trust and goodwill qf our
people, it should first find a solution to
their immediate problems and create
“an atmosphere for peace and normalcy
in the homeland of the Tamils.

Our movement which fought for
long, shedding blood, has taken the |
struggle to a higher stage — to the
point where it has established struc-
tures of self-rule.

Today we stand on a very strong
and solid foundation. We should never
forget that the people who laid this |
strong foundation were our great war- |
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