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Indian Govtl. responds to Premadasa’s request
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By Rodney Martinesz

Two hatialiong of
Indian  iroops will with.
draw from Sri Lanka “with
in next few days” it was
officially announced yester.

, Wwld s
conference at his office
the move foliowed & re-
f President_elect,
Premadasa, He
1 further phased withdrawals
gould follow “depending opn the
ground sjtuation”,

Mr. Dixit gaiq the President-
#lect mede the request when he
made the courlesy csll on him,
He had soon got in touch with
his Government, Indlan Prime
Aftnister, Rajiv Ganghi, who y,ta
in Islamebad attending the

SAARC Summit = wes epprived
immediately, - Thereafter, Pre-
mier Gandhl had digeussed the
maiter with outgolng President,
J, R, Jeyewmrdens during
bi-lsteral discussions over break
fa25t, he sald,

“Ths guccessful conduct of
Provincial Counci]l end Presi-
dentlal elections, the formation
of provinclal governments and
the beginning of genuine devo-
lution of powers have enabled
some of the troops in the Ncrth
end Easy to withdraw”, #ir.
Dixit s2id, He, however, vefured
o diviige the dumber of troops
that are being withdravm,

It was only on Seturdzy the
Chalrman of tha United Natlo-
nzl Parfy. Ranjan Wijeratne,
announced that District Deve
lopment Councfls would cence
to functlon from December 31.
Tine lezwes only the Provincial

Councils: as the instrument to
tecentrullse  power from the
Cenlral  Government,

“Ag the gltuztion in the porthe
eastern province improves, es
the cevolution of po
ers bevomes  effective,
the Indo.Sri Lanka
Agreement. gets propressive.
ly implemented and eg the mis-
chlef-making potential of extre-
mist elements Opposed to the
Agreement i reduced, the Gov-

erament is hopeful of making.

further withdrawals in consu!
tatlon with Sri Lanks Govern-
ment”, My, Dixis said,

Mr. Dixit digclosed thag #o.
Premadasas hz2s explained o
Bim the meaningful and reslis-
tle meaner in which he get ont
to polve the - shlems of the
mino-ity Tamils ¢f St Lamka.

Asked about the Govern-

ment's declgion to pud off the |
relerendum on the merger of
the North apnd East, Mr. Dixit
veplied: “I gathered thst for the
eake of & legal requirement
the dafe was.put off for July
»

v, d

An offleial Indlen Govern-
ment statement digtributeq a¢
yesterday'y ‘news conference |
sald: *"The Government of [n.
dia welcomes the gecant steps |
taken by Goverhment of Sri
Lanka ubdep the guldance of
the President-elect, Mr. Rana-
singhe  Premadmss, to 1mske
devolution of powers to the Pro-
vincizl Council governments ef-
fective, YWith this, the realisation
of pemuine provineial autonomy
for the Tam®l geople of Sl
Ienka h2s cOms 2 siep nearer
desnite the effarts af oxiremist
elements to Glorupt the pro-




