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his role in. the Indo-
Lanka Peace Accord
in 1987 might
earnéd him a place on
the LTTE’s hit list.
Those who ordered
his assassination
chieved several
objectives in a single
action. Only one of
them woulid be re-
venge.

Doubt

There appears to be
some doubt about
who might have assas-

mini Dis-
ke. n the
1G |1‘ ‘who has access to
much better informa-
tion than ordinary
citizens came on tele-
‘vised news to inform
the ion that there
were several possibili-
ties. e possibility,
he opined, was that
the assassination was
an inside job of the
UNP. Alas, an abund-
ance of information
does not nec arily
lead to accurate
analysis.

To give an apparant
credence o the IGP’s
analy.’s is the fact that
the LTTE has denied
responsibility for the
assassination. In addi-
tion, some neut
persons who were in

afna at the time of
the assassination had
been much impressed
by the fact that the
LTTE representatives
in the negotiation pro-
cess had been “stun-
ned™ at the postpon-
ing of the peace talks
by the governmnet
l()llu\\lm. the bomb-

formed in which one
group does not know
what the other is up
to. Only the very top
leadership is aware of
the total picture. It is
not a cause for sur-
prise therefore that
the LTTE negotiators
who are not in the
military hierarchy
would not know of
any murderous plans
Writing from Iul’t-
na, the ‘Island’
nalist Prabath
bandu observed
the people of Jaffn
also looked stunned
by the postponment
of negotiations. With-
out a doubt they were
sincere in their
pression t00. So de-
sperately do the peo-
ple of Jaffna want
peace that when the
helicopter bringing
the government's
pe delegation
landed in Jaffna, the
people (and children)

helicopter
and to_ kiss

the

tried to

the people pushed the
policemen out of the
way leaving two
policemen injured.

Psychological
(Re rersal)

For a decade or so
helicopters have
meant bulleis and
bombs to the people
of the north. In terms
of that reality, the
closer a helicopter
gets to people.  the

«ll er th are to
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peaceful reunification
of Sri Lanka most fear
is @ strong leader in
the south who can
powerfully ippeal to
the people in the
north. Chandrik
KumaYatunga
rapidly becoming

a leader. But after the

‘~~-,| V'S hombing she has been Pr
y 4

to prosecute the war

closer together tharfks

Matara went_ on a lian population invari-

peace march in Col-
ombo calling for an
end to violence and
for the building of a
people’s movement
for peace.

On the day after
bombing the  desire
for peace was still so
strong that more than
a hundred persons
from4he same diverse
background braved
the possibility of cur-
few 4o attend a
national peace confer-
ence and adopt a
peace pledge and a
statement which reaf-
firmed a determina-
tion not to permit
bombs to derail the
peace process.

Fighting fire
(with fire)

break in the
peace process at this
juncture will be to
play into the hands of
those who want the
people of Sri Lanka to
remain divided. Di-

vide and rule is a

strategy followed not
only by the Western
imperialists. The
ethnic conflict too has
divided the Tamils
from the

and the

over the Tamils.

If there are to be no
more peace talks, as
hardline Sinhalese
advocate, the alterna
tive would be to re-
sume the war in car-
nest

However, the
earlier experiences
with .the Sri Lankan

ably breaks down.

Amidst the inevitable’

civilian casualties,
destruction of housing
and the terror of cor-
don and search opera-
tions the LTTE
emerges as the *
tectors™ of the T
people. Sending in the
army would once
again polarise the
people of Sri Lanka.
In the spiritual
(c.uhnn_ it is said,
Resist not evil.” This
is the opposite of
fighting fire with fire.

Provoking the people
in the south to de-
mand the cancelling
of the peace talks and
sending in the” army
||L|\\\\Lll be what the
cnemies of Sri Lank-
a’s unity had really
desired. The killing of
Gamini Dissanayake
may or may not have
been an act of revenge
and a bid to eliminate
the southern lead-
ership. But it certainly
has had the effect of
undermining the gov-
ernment initiated
peace process.

The open enthu-
siasm of the Tamil
people for peace may
have been mo
alarming to-the forces
who thrive on war and
the division of Sri
Lanka's people. But
insteadhof responding
to the abominable
murder of Gamini and
more than 60 others in
the manner th

pect and dancing to
their tune, thergov-
crnment must doiwhat

into the trap of a vi-

 cious cycle

The government’s
top priority should be
to maintain the faith
of the Tamil people in
the sincerity of its
commitment to their
welfare. The oppor-
tunity that opened up
for peace so recently
must not be lost. The
aspirations of the peo-
ple north and south
for peace must be
honoured

Drawing on her e»
perience in working
with Northern Irish
communities at th
grassroots level, Mari
Fitzduff explained at
the peace conference
that the TRA had not
wanted peace on the
kind of terms it has
now agreed to. But
they had been, in a
sense, compelled to
respond to the press-
ure put upon them by
the Northern Irish
people who saw
honourable
tive to guerill:
the sincerity u! , the
peace proposals of the
coin of the peace pro-
cess for the Tamil
people to consider.

r\n\' break in the
ce piocess at this
Hietwillibs playing
into the hands of
those who wish the
country and in par-
ticular its people, tc
remain divided he
unity of the country i
first and foremost th
unity of its peopl
There is no bett
alternative to 1t}
peace process thy
continug, with_it?




