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While they came here as an army of
salvation, their willy-nilly involvement in
local politics and their role in taming the

| intransigent Tamil guerrillas, for which
they were:least prepared, have earned
them the sobriquet of an army of oc-
cupation.
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Over 700 Casualties

Smc& they took on the langest Tamil

i militant group; the Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelaxe, after initially coming only
to hetp them in their losing battie against

| the Sri Lankan Army, they have lost over

700 mgn, including 30 officers
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Most were also not trained in the kind
of urban guerrilla fighting that the lungi-
clad LTTE dragged them into. The

ons,
alse caught In-
rs often unprepared
They had explosives filled with rusted
which turned out to be
rivate. y y
inside respectable homes

Bul the IPKF faced its greatest chal-
lenge when asked to run the adminis
tion in the Tamil-dominated north and
prepare it for eventual transition to local
officials after greater power and auton
omy were devolved to them under the
accord.

obody in the Indian Army was ever
trained for this job,” an officer says. “The
U.S. Army has a cifil affairs branch to
deal with such contifigencies but there
is no such departmént in the Indian Ar-
my” Another officer adds, “And now they
are running to us with all kinds of prob

ing land disput
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militant group, Eelam Pe
tionary Liberation Front, in the Nort
east after Proving mlCourul elections last |
month, there is hope
ture. But the Front, unsu
i on India agai
the
to remain. Otherwise. it warns, there will |
be renewed bloodshed |
“The boys are fed up with fighting a !
battle in which they have no stake” sa
an officer. “In other battles, you can in- |
spire the men to fight for your-flag. but
on an alien soil, where you are fighting
a proxy war, you cannot even raise that.







