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Quick test of new refugee rule expected

By Paul Watson Toronto Star

The test of just how fair and
effective Canada’s new refugee
rules really are starts tomorrow

From now on, anyone who asks
for.asylum here will pass through a
radically different system that is
supposed to sort out false refugee
claims faster.

The first case for claims made
after Jan. 1, 1989, may be heard as
early as Tuesday, said Graham
Howell, director of the documenta-
tion centre for the new Immigra-
tion and Refugee Board.

If the new refugee claimant is
turned down and the system works
as planned, the person should be
out, of the country within a few
.months.

Under the old rules, anyone who
entered Canada ‘without a proper
visa or valid passport had to ex-
plain him or herself at a formal
hearing in front of an immigration
adjudicator.

Once the adjudicator decided the

person was in the country
he could issue a deportat

But that was blocked as soon as
the person claimed he was a refu-
gee.

The refugee claimant was then
given a new date for refugee
hearing several months later
where the refugee would give
sworn evidence in front of a senior
immigration officer.

Some six months later, a typed
transcript of the statement ended
up in front of the Refugee Status
Advisory Committee, which ad-
vised the immigration minister
whether a claim was legitimate.

Board members couldn’t ‘ques-
tion the refugee claimants and
most of their negative decisions
were appealed to the Immigration
Appeal Board. Appeals all the way
to the Supreme Court of Canada
could tie up a case for five years or
more.
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Top tén countries
where refugees settle
(1975 - 1987)

UNCERTAIN FUTURE: Refu-
gee children await the lmpac!
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Refugees pour in from danger zones
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Hundreds hurry
to beat deadline

Hundreds of people nnlmod a'
downtown immigration office to
apply for refugee status yesterday,
the last day before a tough new
federal policy takes effect.

Hundreds ul pouplv from coun-

thiree times the er
received on an average day, said
manager Tom Wallace. Other
Toronto offices also had an in-
crease in applications, he said. But
there was no major increase in
refugee claims reported at Immi-
gration offices in other major
Canadian cities, officials said.
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funct RefuBee Status Advisory
Board believed the successful
Somali claimants had a well-found-
ed fear of persecution because of
their political beliefs, nationality,
race or religion
But refugee claimants from
some countries weren’t fortu-
according to Immigration
statistics.
In a list of 14 major
where Canada’s refugee c
2 success rate r.
from zero for Portuguese d}é(i
Jamaica about 74 per cent for
Ethiopi
And for the most part, Immigra-
tion Canada’s list of the countries,
where the majority of our refugees
come from reads like a guide to the
world's hot spots.
Millions killed
218 Ethiopians, whose
impove d country is ruled by a
Soviet-backed regime, asked
asylum in Canada last year.
But several thousand Somalis
ave asked for refugee status here
ince 1986 when the pro-Western
tatorship there stepped up a
bloody campaign to crush a north-
ern guerrilla movement.
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More than 1,500 Somalis have
made refugee claims;in Canada
this year.

Refugee claimants from India,
which Sikhs and others have fled

Canada, had one of the lowest
Just one out of 496
tizens got refugee status

here in the 1986 and 1987

About 60 per cent, or 406 of
Chileans, convinced federal offi-
cials in 1986 and 1987 not to send
them back to their South Ameri-
can country ruled by 1';;)‘17\"ir'*
dictator Augusto Pinochet

But Nic aragua 'J;wi I‘w list of
the 10 countries that send the most
refugee claimants to our borders

More 3,564 Nicaraguans have
told immigration offi
can’t risk returning to their homf-
lzmd where '»ur\rm]w \um\urlm

\n‘araﬂuan Llamwnls

Iran is second on the list with
3,275 refugee claimants. Sri Lanka
is third on the list with 3,229
claims.

Trinidad, a Caribbean country
with comparatively few political
problems, placed fourth on the top
10 list with 2,894 claims




