Eight Sinhala fishermen ca

Wimal Keerthi,
our Negombo Corr.

Tigers have captured
eight Sinhala fishermen
who were fishing in the
high seas at KoknlaiAin
the Mullaitivu district
around 10 a.m. on
Wednesday.

The captured
fishermen are from
Negombo, Marawila,
Katuneriya and Arasi-
male. K. A. D. Ravindrg

ayashantha (17), K. M.
Ranjan Fernando (32,
Vasantha (25) and five
others whose namss
are still not known have
been seized by the 7j-
gers, according to ee
witnesses K. M. Sunith

Shantha (26) and M.
Nilan Christie (28) of
Duwa, Negombo.
They recalled: “A
large number of Sinhala
fishermen are living in
the Kokilai fishing vil-
lage. They are from
Negombo Duwa,
Katuneriya, Trinco-
malee Arasimalai. On
security advice they
Ead gone fishing in the
okilai sea front about
6 a.m. on the day of the
incident. There~were
about 30 fishing boats
around us. Around 10
a.m. we saw a long red
boat moving at high-
speed approaching us.
This boat steered round

the 32 ton fishing ves-
sel which was in our
vicinity. Nearby there
were two fibre glass
boats also engaged in
fishing. At that moment
we clearly saw the pre-
sence of about,10to 15
persons in the red boat.
they were clad in
commando-type uni-
forms and carrying T-
56 automatjc rifles in

their hands. We were,

certain that they were
Tiger terrorists. They
took into custody the
fishermen and the two
fibre glass boats. After
witnessing this incident
we immediately started
the engines of our
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soon. We have aiso in-
formed Deputy Minister
of Finance, Planning
and National Integra-
tion, Jeyaraj Fernando-
pulle about this ingi-
dent”, they added.




