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ows of ambulances, si
rens wailing, choked
thé Galle Road stretch.

from Ratmalana to Colombo
throughout last Thursday”
i were headed for Ciry

y residents re-
sumed what has become a rou-
tinc chore on such o¢
making phone calls to various
quarters, friends, Police, Army
the media among them — (o
ascertain which incident had
caused the casalties.

News was outin Colombo’s
gripevine that the Army had
aunched another operation
the ‘Wanni. Details remaiped
sketchy and most senior offi
cizls connected with the opera
tion remained tight i

At 11 am Thursday, two
Divisions of the Sri Lanks
Army, 55 and 56, launched

Opération Watershed.” They

th eastywards from

sions —

Ampakamam, where the sect
rity forces defences jut in like
ongated box. The aim of
the operation is to attack LTTE
jons and seize more lang
Security Forces Com
Wanni, Major Gen
is in
overall charge of the operatior
Inexcouting the atest opera

ded.
mander

LTTE. that

have

This is in the belie!
rrillas would nc

the north cast
Heavy rains have continued in
the area in the past

As the two Divisions a
Thursday, they
eavy artillery

vanced on
came under he
mortar fire
kept on firing l“mm.u\nh(\
60
mortars, orice more clear
that they have replenished their
cks substantially. Most of

from the direc-

nkaddu

The fighting on Thursday

yand ab
uerrillas

nm. 81 mm and 120 mm
roof

women cadres, lay
e area. On this day

mostly
srewn in
nine soldiers were killed. Three
officers and 141 men from the
55 Division and two officers
ind n 56 Division
were wounded. The Army was
n contact with the ICRC of
fice in Vavuniya yesterday
it handing over bodies of
LTTE cadres

By las after v
days of fighting. one officer
and 33 soldiers have been
killed in
withorit
further nine off
men have been ‘wounded, a
majority of them
TR

3 men frc

ction, according
tive Army sources. A

cers and 355

ATGM identified as AT 4 Fagot

British ballistic experts
ave identificd the Anti
ank Guided Missile
(ATGM) fired at Paranthan
defences last month by Ti-
cr guerillas as an AT4
agotknown by the NATO
nanie Spigot

This ATGM (designa-
tion 9mm 111) has been
established from parts of
the suspected missile sent
by the Army for tests in
Britain
to hospitals in Anuradhapura
whilst those ne gr
medical care
lifted to Colombo.

Like in of the
borted “Operation Rana Gosa
57, the large number of casu-
alties is due to the very heavy
use of artill mortar fire
by the LTTE.

As a result

eding

have

he case

y and

f the Soggy ter-

nt rains.

the mobility of the troops were

restricted and thus made more

vulnerable to the artillery and
mortar fire

psides the confirmed ac

British authorities are
learnt to have sent a prelimi-
nary report to Army Head-
quarters gonfirming the exact
«Imuw fthe ATGM. A fur-

report giving more de:
m\ including country of
manufactare and other speci
fications is expected shortly

The British finding lays to
rest speculation over the
identity of the ATGM. West-
em diplomatic sources were
quoted in these columns last
jeaths, Army officials say
ger guerrilia casualties are
much higher. “Besides those
dead, there are a large nuber
who are injured,” an Army
Officer who spoke on grounds
of anonymity said on the tel-
ephone from the battle area.
However, exact fi
not available and independent
verification is not possible. The

edia remains banned from
ional areas and are per

only on conducted

ures were

operal
mitted
tours.
Perhaps in a bid to continue
to maintain secrecy, there was

mania and the Russian Fed-

cration
ponedin these col
3, this
y t makes
of ATGMs came under
suspicion_— Malyutka
Shgger), Fagot (Spigor)
and Konkurs ( )
The LTTE fired the ‘
4

week as claiming the missile
1o be a Malyutka (NAT
name Sagger) in view of its
man portability, cheaper
price and availability. Expert
findings have now dispelled
any doubr. The confirmation
of the identity now shows that
the LTTE had gone for a
more expensive and sophis-
ticated first generation ve

sion. The Fagot is manufac
tred in Bulgaria, Iran, Ro-

ATGM on September
inside the Parathan d
fences destroying a Chi-
nese built Armoured Per-
sonnel Carrie; ‘
ICRC. number of Se-
curity Force personnel killed
is 19 and the number injured

erational Headquarters of the The tota
Ministry of Defence, on the
launch of “Operation Water

shed.” Instead a press release
Thursday evening gave an en

tirely different account. Thisis
what it said §

“On 14 October 1999
around 11 am in general area
East of Ampakamam, terror
ists launched an attack

the. fnmur/. defence line
ne guns and
Troops retaliated effectively
th artillery causing hec
ualties among ihe terror-

is 5
Trooj

of pursuit and consolidation
In 2 bid to eng

guerillas from

troops from the Army’s 54

Division on Friday launched

Operation Rela Pahara 2

are in the process

onto
vith
mac mortars
st, west and
south to locate enemy posi-
tions. By Friday afternoon,
troops moving on the eastemn

ists,

“Well done
message

he public relations

element in him won
the hearts and minds of
many military top brass
Whether it was downing
a scotch and soda at a
cocklail party or talking
business at one-on-one
meetings with hi8 local
counterparts, Pakistan's
military strongr
Uk eral Pervaiz Mus
haraff, exuded both
charm, poise and confi
dence.

Aftera hectic schedule
that marked the Army’s
50th anniversary cel-
ebrations, he played a
game of squash last
Tuesday morning at the
five star hotel where he
stayed. That seemed his
st task.

Later that afternoon
he spoke with his Sri
Lunkan Liaison Officer,
Brigadier Upali Ban-
duratilleke, as they drove
to the Bandaranaike Tn-
ternational Airport for a
return journey to Paki-
stan

After an overnight
stop over in Karachi, he
would be in Islamabad
the next day, he said

The journey in a Paki-
stan Internatio

ways flight wa:

an

news
taged a coup

¢ Prime Ministe
Nawaz Shariff. He has
appointed himself the

ief Executive of Paki
stan and has introduced
martial law

Even if Pakistar
welcomed the bloodless
coup, there were none o
publicly commend

world leaders por other
dignitaries

Yet, the new Pakistani
leader can take comfort
that he has an exception
in 4 retired Sri Lanka
Army man, one who

b
positions and

peration is to attack LTTE
Séize more Jan

arity Fo

e under he

it of Muthsyankisddy
The fighting on T

tumed out to be bitter

s of Tiger gu

ursday
At lga

Body Armour deal

The controversial,
diawn out doal by the Sn
Lanka Amy o prooure 3,000
pieces of Body Amour from
& Brtish suppier has taken a
nev: and shocking tum.
ightweight Body Armour
Limited LBA), which won
ender award and sup-

Larkd Army in April, this
yoar. has fied action In &

of 75

ounds (over Rs 72

million) for 3,000 pieces of
Body Armour supplied.

Awritin regard o this case,

l",al?h_ Govemment has been
formally Informed through dip-
lmrzw' channels about legal
action that has been instituted,
in the country, concerned
against one secur
e kit oar, SH
Lanka Army rejected the an-

that out of eight
selected pieces, thres
d tests. The rejection

by the Amy, if it were to a
cept the Body Armiour con
ignment in question.

The consignment of Body
Armour remains in an Army
storé in the City whils
LBA-Army dispute ended in
a deadiock. With the news
of the legal action. came an-
other sh disco

Much to their embar-
rassment, senior Army of-
ficlals -have discovered
that fifty por cent of the
payment due to LBA Ltd
has already been remit-

by the Bank of

Gaylon's Metro Branch. How
did this come about ? Did
any Army official write to the
Bank recommending that
half the cost of the consign-
ment be remitted to the sup-
plier 2 If this was the case,
why was no approval ob-
tained from higher authority
2 The Sunday Times learns
that eﬂcﬂshy the Bank, af-
ter higher ilitary officials
loaspt of the remittance, to
recover the payment made
has not been successful.
The recipient's bank, to
which the moneys have been
sent, has refused to return

the Amyina

e an ack
of the product by the
this instance, they argue,
amounts 1o the Army acce;
the consignment of 3,001
of Body Amour -mnn a
matter of
jected it and be
ment hadin fact been made.
Amy | Legal Division is
advice of the Attormey G
Department on how Ic
tacki this kno ©On
'hale feo wil dependthe
of e 5,000 plecas of Body A~

position is.

wil have 1o make pay.
will be sad

m, old a
able ifho or she has baenfoui
e responsible for th

Sunday Tin

\bout handing over bodie:

th
il

mortas fize.
Besides the confirmed ax
count of at least L

of o the (el
battle area

(\Jlmlepx'\M ne
ot possibl

Perhaps in a bid (o continue
1o maintain secrecy, there was
no official word from the Op

takes shocking turn

recit has been opened for this
shipment, the terms hiad covered
a 50 per cent down payment
once an Acceptanc Cenficets
howsve. sued this
cortfcate since the tests (on
three pieces failed] and hence
no payments have been made
to the firm.
Did any Army official issue an
Acceptance Certificate when
7e other than the Com-
mander G Srilal
Woeerasooriya, had ordered the
rejecton of the consignment ?
Acceplance Certfi
a\o how c’m ionefievo seued
f authorty
o r‘«mon to make fifty
yment 7 it slee

a

suance of & Am:m‘\enl Sl
icial though details of
ot clear [wbarrs sed

e Sunda
*the ‘MWS”“ of Detenc:

ig aware of the Sri Lanka Ar-
my's eection and not bout e

nt down payment

made. ODL of ‘hc last intimation
the Ministry r ed i

gard

Master

. letter the
()Pneva Ordinance, w

o
Sopriy
de Siiva, on May 28, this

He informed the Minis
ment of 3,000 pleces

o thres conditions. Thev

oplace the
y Ammour with

provido :

due

to the failure of Body armour,
ensation will be paid by
LEA Lid
3. Inform the supplier 1o re-
p\acc the ydw«m marked with
sither Large or Ex-
kets (sic)
cond conditign
compensation from the
n e sventof nury (o
even death) to a soldier wa
unprecedented movo. ft tamed
out that an Army officer, ignorant
procedures and military
ms was responsible for the
mand.

‘\ fax =mb/‘d ing the three
conditions from the Sri Lanka
A ny na( 'axed to LBA Ltd.

Jgh their Colombo agents on
May.&,.)ggg The move saw
the arrival in Colombo of A.F.
Dedman, LBA Lid's Region
Sales Manager Yf)v l s
Army officials.
the Mr\sognmc'w.as “fully inac-

r h the Tender
Speciications, Offical Order and
Letter of C’Cd

in & letter dated May 24, this
year, Mr. Deadman responded
to the Army's three conditions ir

a letter to its Commander, Lt
Gen. Srial Weerasoorlya. This
is what he said:

1. The plates supplied are al-
ready fully in accordance with
NU Lh\el Il specification and
fore do not require replace-

mex
TNote: N 1l means that the
particular Body Amour was built
using the
production
dentcal in
e National Institute of Jus-
USA, ora labo-
ratory or lest house that it ap-
proves
rea means the
B uy Arnuu stopped a variety
described rounds at

cordance with NI specification,

ing injuries) is not necessary.
In the event of a soidir b
ing injured, since w

10 prove that the plats

the NI specification, it would

ance with NIJ specification.”

3. The jackets have als:
bean supplied fully in accord-

i chestsizes

requ ired by the Tender Speci-
flcation, Offcial Ordr and Let-
ter of Credit.

Wa thersfore regret that
we cannot agree 1o replace
them with large and exira

&s you have now |

The award of the tender 1o
supply 3,000 pieces of Body
Amaur o LBA Lid. was the |
culmination of a two year long
SHont by e Sr Lanka Army
to procure this item for sol-
diers. as exclusively reported
inthe Situation R May
30,1999,

The move ended in a fi-
asco after tests were carried
out on eight randomly se-
locted pieces, at the Com-
mando Regiment Headguar-
ters at Ganemulla. Three
Dloces failed the test and
Army officials declared

ept the con:
ment unless the suppliers
accepted 1
including the unusual

The deal to procure 3,000
pieces of Body mout, o
h ch

gent
over ival scppbers on grounds
that included a claim that
some offers did not meet re-
set by the Army

What it sad: Tiger

On i4 Octaber
varound 11 am in general area
East of Ampakaman,

Th a bid (o cnzage
1999 gucrrilax from ancther flank,
troop:
k on Rela Paha
ot of t

hantfroint

fa
n xuns ared mortars
Troops retaliated effectively

Ground rroops confirm
r 30 terrorists were killed
and a large rammber of terror-
istswere injured. So far troops
have recovered 23 terrorist

dead bodies along with 15 T-

aticn B yesserday
when a gun bartle broke out at
arters. One soldicr was
and another was seri-
wounded. Army officials
iy P per. - i p
sonnelwere Killedand61 were killed in the incident. Phase
Operation Rela
on. Troops are in the proces was under the overall
O irmas cod SorescldR
better known t©
hem. the Op Hg of the Minis
try of Defence did fiot want tc
admit the launch of ‘Operation eavy rains from ast morn-
Wate: t claimed the ing impeded the advance of
ITTF')Jum.h-d an sitack amesz0ops on this opers ation. How-
to the forward defence i ever. from the time
e coves up 14 not 1ase oth troops and Tige
he uceriliag were locked in artl:
nd mortar barrages which
tinucd Friday through yes-
terday
Army officials said yester-
2y Dperation Water
.a” has ended but the troops
\Anrm!l«-\,mm their gains.
£ ares, ap

of its
long The real story was out
barely

headlined . OPERATION
/ RSHED
LLAUNCHED
MANKULAM. The

said that despite heav
Security Forces successtully
completed phase on of Opera-

12 square
flow came

Both prmlmn Rana Gosa
5" and now “Operation water-
Shed™” appears to be isolated.
erations. It is not cle
what the strategic goals these
two

Hours after the Observer hit
the streets, Operational Head
finistry of De
wother press re

hat it said:
Further to the press release
on 14 October 1999 at 11.30
The confrontation between
the Security Forces and the
terrorists which began on 14
October 1999 around 11 am

op:

it ateripts to destal
tacks on a fron-

el
by the Arriliery and Mi
Ground Attack u(h,.,,q.,

y 2 holding role in the:
2 weeks,

roops. F

m.\‘,n 1o go for the new

welcomed the bloodless
coup. there were n
publicly commend Gen.
Musharaff's actions
world 1e

ew Pakistani
leader can take comfort
that he has an exception

and directed many an op-
eration

The man, who i

cangratulatory fax to
Gen. Musharaff. It went
from the hotel fax.

In his new role where
he commands some six

manzagement ? That's the
quest. doing the
rounds,

Home and
home match

bureaucrat
who has (o keep an
cye on security matters
played it defensively. if

is to in

he new

Cricketing paslanc

was how thel




