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host attack mars ‘Watershed' victor

eputy Defence Min

ister, Anuruddha

Ratwatte, was in an
exceptionally buoyant mood
last Wednesday.

Moments after arriving at
Kanakarayankulam, he sat
down to watch video footage
of the latest military offensive
of the security forces -"Op
eration Watershed." He was
joined by Army Commander,
Lt; Gen. Srilal Weerasooriya,
Air Force Commander, Air
Marshal Jayalath Weerak-
kody and DIG Lionel
Karunasena, who was repre-
senting the Police Chief. In a
second Mi-17, which was
chasing the VIP helicopter,
was Navy Commander, Vice
Admiral Cecil Tissera. He
joinéd in too.

The footage showed de-
ails of Tiger guerrilla casu-

ities, with bodies of dead
strewn around, weapons,
documents seized from the
enemy and the newer areas
brought under security forces
control

Later Minister Ratwatte
chaired a conference of sen-
ior officers. Brigade Com-
manders and Commanding
Officers at the 55 Division
headquarters. He congratu
lated the officers and men for
what he called the successful
conduct of “Operation Wa-
tershed” and for the damage
inflicted on the enemy during
the three day long offensive.

That not only lit up the
faces of those in the confer-
ence room. Some talked in

LTTE believe that troops
were to resume an advance
along A-9 Kandy-Jaffna
highway a move which the
LTTE resisted for 18 long
months during the conduct of
“Operation Jaya Sikurui”
(Victory Assured). The Gov-
ernment on December 4,
year, announced this opera-
tion was being called off
It was only after troops
broke out from their defences
and advanced did the LTTE
realise their intentions. The
security forces defence lines
cast of the A-9 highway at
Mankulam juts out into a box
like area northwards upto
Ampakamam, tapers down
southwards at Karuppad-
damuripu and extends (along
the Mankulam-Mullaitivu
road) to Oddusuddan. From
here it goes further south-
wards to Nedunkerni.
The movement in effect
vas the advance of troops
occupying the box shaped
stretch of territory. They were
extending the box by moving
in a north easterly direction
Troops on the western (or
left) flank of this advance, as
well as a part of eastern flank,
was led by Colonel Athula
Lankadeva. Columns of
troops led by COI%ttla
Jayawardena followed from
the western flank whilst
troops led by Col. Bahar

whispers about the Minister

Ratwatte giving them credit,
rightfully theirs, whilst the

Operational Headgquarters of

the Ministry of Defence, for
strange reasons, attempted to
divert attention from the op-
.eration by resorting to
disinformation.

As revealed in these col
umns last week, the Op Hq
said in a news release:
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diers. A further 15 officers
and 397 soldiers were
wounded, almost all of them
from artillery or mortag fire.

There is still confasion
over the exact Tiger guerrilla
casualties. Last Sunday, the
LTTE accepted 32 bodies of
their cadres through the
ICRC at Mankulam. They
have refused to accept some
bodies on the grounds that
they were civilians.

Military officials insist that
civilians who were hit were
those busy helping the L'TTE
to fortify their defence lines
One high ranking source said
‘they were helping in this
work even before the oper:
tions began. We know that
some 29 civilians died as a
result.”

These officials insist that
129 LTTE cadres, nearly 85
per cent of them women,
were killed. This figure, they
claim, is based on both High
Frequency (HF) and Very
High Frequency (VHF) radio
intercepts. However, other

4:"" g
o the W e

sources placed the figure at
65 Tiger cadres, mostly they have beer
women. have been under way? The
And now to the claim by official media silence b
the Operational Headquarters comes curious when Minis-
of the Ministry of Defence ter Ratwatte himself has
that “terrorists launched an found it to be a success for
attack to the forward defence  the security forces. Is it not
line with machine guns and C in that the dis
mortars, Troops retaliated ef- Semination of information
over the ongoing separatist
war has been badly flawed
and remains in the hands of a
bunch of mediocrites in uni-
form? Are they not causing
irreparable harm both to the
image of the scum y forces
and the cou antry
All this is whilst the LTTE
is gaining maximum propa-
ganda mileage. Even news of
the latest fighting in the
Wa in a news re
lease issued from its “Inter-
national Secretariat” in Lon-
don, It was faxed to local and
foreign media offices in Co-
umbo

launched or

of once a

ni cam

the a; :cmm at disinformation
has revealed one worrisome
factor that news of the war
s continuing to be managed
and manipulated. A more dis-
turbing feature is the fact that
t comes in the backdrop of a
16 month old censorship, in-
troduced on June
Compounding the situation
further is the ban on media
personnel visiting the opera
tional areas, The only excep-
tion has been the conducted
tours.

The mana of news
from the battle areas, need
less to say, poses credibility
problems for the Governmert
and casts serious doubts on
whatever reports that come as
official accounts on the
g separatist war. If
has been one of the main
sons that have eroded
support, there is no doubt it
has contributed to continuing
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well as outside.

inevitable feeling in Colom
bo's intelligence communily
that they may make attempls
1o scuttle the ¢ The
gured at a top level

subject
corfference at the Ministry of
Defence, this week
where measures to step up
security for VIPs and politi-
leaders Imrw threats
were discuss|

By a co-inc repre-
sentatives of Tamil political
parties met the Army's Chief
of Staff, Major Gener
Lionel Balagalle, early this
week for
personal prote
tho
previously sc
suing pr

cal |

ence,

inced
tion. Al-
cting had been
heduled.
clamation by
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he
he is-
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i
ahead of

schedule. has added si

of “Operation Water-
shed” modestly give creditto
the Army sans publicity
whilst maintaining deafening
silence on the dismformation
exercisg by the Op Hg of the
MOD. *

The rprtup to the Presiden:
tial polls coincides with the
monsobn period when opera
tions 1t the North will be dif
ficult, it would seem politi
cally sensible, in the context
of the polls, to go slow on the
military effort. The military

wactivity could always be
justified due to monsoon con
ditions, not altogether incor
In as much as it may
ible for the M-
o slow militarily, the
operational preferences of the
TE may well be diametri

case

ectly

the LTTE would want to ac
erate operations to a point

10 upset the demo-
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Raises a storm
A top cop's repeated
charges of collusion
with the underworld by
some of his colleagues
has raised a storm at Po-
lice Headquarters.
Whilst he has received
a number of letters to
explain his conduct,
which they say is unbe-
coming, there are whis-
pers in the corridors of
Police Headquarters
about a new dossier.
It not only contains

 some juicy stuff not print-

able but also other docu-
mented incidents (nam

dates and times given),
which some seniors say
should not have been en-
couraged or done by
those who preach right-
eousness and virtues.

One incident, not so
long ago, speaks of how a
sergeant and adriver went
in the boss’ official car to
raid’ a kasippu(illicit lig-
uor) den. The boss's offi-
cial revolver was aimed at
the mudalali who ran the
outfit. The latter was
forced to part with a stack
of green notes.

In the probe that en-
sued, the duo were dis-
missed but there was no
word about what hap-
pened to the money.

Another is about the
acquisition of a house in
a cooler clime for an at-
tractive figure. When the
incumbent refused to
leave, he was greeted with
ahail of stones. There will
be raised eyebrows when
the political bosses get to
see the dossier

New precedent

O ne military top

man's explanation

around 11 am in general area
East of Ampakamanm, terro,
ists launched an attack on to
the forward defence line with
machine guns and mortars.
Troops retaliated effectively
with artillery causing heavy
casualties among the terror
ists..”
This Op Hg MOD claim
caused serios
the highest levels of the se.
curity Sttt iaeut. Aties
the revelations in the Situa
tion Report last week, top of
icials were 12 why
such a news release contain
ing wrong misleading
information was issued as an
official news release.
Concerns were heightened
because of a perception at the
higher echelons that the con
tents of the news release not
y embarrassed the
emment but was also not fair
by the officers and men who
fought boldly, some sacrific
ing th s and others sus
taining injuries. If the claim
of attacks on the forward de

certain
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Operation Wa-

which Minister

atwatte belicves is a success

and has congratulated the of

ficers and men who took part
More on that later

The two Mi-17 helicopters

carrying Minister Ratwatte

and his entourage first flew

quarters for the conduct of
“Operation Watershed"
located. There, the team re
ceived a first hand briefing on
how the latest offensive pro-
and how the troops

d extending their

defence lines. Minister
Ratwatte mistakenly stepped
1o & hollow patch and fell

own, Brigadier Boharan

rushed in (o help him out as
the service chiefs who were
in. He
It was
arrived

was

close by also move
was, however, unhurt
(mm there that
the 55 Division headquar-
ters in Kanakarayankulam
More details“on the three
long “Operation Water
shed” have now emerged. It
began amidst light showers at
11 am on November 14. The
Army let off a barrage of pre
bombardment artillery fire
from 130 mm, 122 mm a
152 mm guns on loc
ahead of Mankulam. It was a
lclear ploy which made the

day

Morseth followed from the
eastern flank. Leading the
operation was Brigadies
Boharan, General Officer
Commanding the 55

sion. One Brigade from the s lieved the Op Hq account of

56 Division (561) also took
partin the operation
Earlier, troops of sec
ond battalion of Special
Forces led by Major Upul
Weerasinghe moved ahead tc
attack enemy positions and
pave the way for the advance.
If the pre bombardment of
locations ahead of Mankulam
with artillery fire made the
TTE believe troops had be-
gun an advance o re-caprure
more of the A-9 highway,
military officials believe, there
were other fears when the
ops continued ‘their ad
vance. The nérth l,A\hll\ ad
vance of the box like ter
(the northern most stretch
the Wanni under security
forces contral), they sa
raised fears of a possible
curity forces advance towards
Mullaitivu now
tre of LTTE activity
From late afternoon on
October 14 (Thursday),
LTTE fired heavy artillery
and mortars on the advancing
troops. They used 122 mm
rtillery guns, 60 mm, 80 mm
nd 120 mm mortars. A bit
ter battle since
Jaya Sikurui" h
Most of the firing came from
the direction
Muthaiyankaddu,
which tr
to encompass

of
an area
bs earlier planned
Heavy bur-
rages of 152mm artillery mm
by the Army forced the LTTE
to fall back from their posi
tions.

Like on the first day, light
showers continued on day
two of the operation. On both
days, adverse weather condi
tions prevented the Sri Lanka

But conditions im
proved on the third day with
Mi-24 helicopter gunships
and Kfir jets joining in the
action. Later that day (Octo-
ber 16, Saturday) when “Op.
era ended
troops had advanced a little
over two kilometres. The ex-
tension of the box like terr
tory had led (o the re-capture
of some 12 square kilpmetres
of territory

With the conclusion of the
latest operation and the col
solidation process that fol
lowed, troops killed in & action
were one officer and 37

cover

n Watershed

message

LTTE press releases have
often Boasted whenever its
cadres launched attacks on
forces positions
as been their main

fectively with artillery caus-
ing heavy casualties among
the terrorists

suspecting media.

security
That h
propag
LTTE
an LTTE attack on the secu latest
rity forces defences at 11 am
on October 14. Reports both vy casualties on the S
in Sri Lanka and abroad about  Lankan tr
this account received wide ting
play. But it is now wel
known that the claimed at
tacks did not take place. In
stead, it was at 11 am on the
same date that the security
forces launched “Operation
Watershed."

Why then this
disinformation ? Why has
there been no mention of the

ot ve,
boasted they have

>pstin the fierce
erupted in
adds that
troops attempted to over-run
the front defence lines of
Tamil Tiger fighters
Ampakamam and
Vavunikulam in the eastern
and  western
Mankulam
The question

that
am area
e
at

flanks of

that begs afi
the strange
Op Hgq re
d to disinformatior
Whatever

launch of this operation, reason why the
when all other operations
have been announcedww

Neelan’s Killing:

The man whom Police
suspect was tasked b
LTTE intelligence wir
leader, Pottu Amman
help kill TULF Parl

sort
the answer may be.

yagam requesting him (o ur
del ¢ Wanni. When

break from attend

gentlyt
he took
ing classes and went there
s Amman had personally
him a briefing
hide-out
Puthukudiruppu
Pottu Amman, the LTTE
intelligence wing leader is a

at an
Neelan Tiruchelvan
now in their custody

Eric Savundranayagam,

a telephone operator at a
Communics
We
last w

tions Ceritre in  most wanted man in India for
plotting the
ne time Indian Prin
ster, R:
killed by a female i
homber at Sri Perimpudu;
skirts of Ma

attended ar

awatte arrested
hardly an hour
aftgr he refurned from a trip
o the southern Indian state
of Tamil Nudu. He is now
n a detention
ssued under Emer-

wiis assassination of
e Min
jiv Gandhi. He was
being held own in the ou

order dras, where he
gency Regulations

The circumstances lead
ing to |

briefing
s arrest, for which agam, Pottu
1o overcome
some serious technical dif-
ficulties, remiains &
guarded secret
Investigations have
vealed that Savundranays

an is learnt to have spelt

He had bee:
uerrill

closely
hit
ating in the City

and

surveillanc sther forms

am followed a course &
the Technical College at
Maradana. He had been

given instruction

ried out
5 to do s
and told to wait until an
emissary made contact
with him. It turned out tha
the emissary
Kathiravan, a fellow stu
dent at Union College
Jaffna, in their nger
days

On
hiravan had brought a

Air Force bus which

personnel r

ne
arly along
was  02.Kill Chief Inspector

med Nilabdeen, at
tached to the Counter Terror
Unit of the Mount

slice. (Note: CI
an attack

suicide bomber
March 16, this year
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desertions and a pathetic lack

of response (o recruitment

drives. The public who are

contributing to th ort

are clearly being denied the

This ti

truth which th

ent would like to

tell and the public would be
happy
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Pahara another
factor that portends to place
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that followed

Jeyaratnam of
Terrorism Unit
Lavinia Police
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group of representative:
known to have been in

Maj. Ger

ne partici-
pant’s cellphor He
broke the news at the confe:
ence that there would be an
early Presidential pe

ced strange that the

Op of the Ministry of
lhhhu that has never t
slow t
succes
tthe LTTE
only make

en
claim credit for
ul military

she

gains
again 1ld not
tion in the ¢
Watershed.
the

Operation
forming
suppressing that

extent of misir

blic b;

ould i th

nent

Killi

how th

1 the  of

Vavuniya
During the

TSI
cratic process in the country
is strategic gamble

That, in all probability
will not be to the liking of
Western democracies where
the LTTE are already under
ure. The bes

e LTTE

view of p

0 go slow with the
SSurising a new
President o negotiate pe
with third party mediation
So, whereas politico-mili
or the next few
nths dictates a go
to back e
manifestos declar

tary thinking f
strategy electidn
ng for a
tlement of the vexed ques
tion which has dogged this
island nution for decades, the
reality of peace will depend
n the of the people of

nities and the wis

mmu
dom of their elected leaders
to place the Nation above

pagshial politics

vundranayagam
o have mad
Dr. Tiruchelyam's

: and boasted how he
done. Al

ed efer

tages of the interro-

gation. Police are continu

fue to question him

sther vital information

hey have received

The arrest of Savund-
1, Police say,
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the all ch
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L man’s explanation
for inviting a retired
commander, facing
criminal charges, as
guest of honour for an
exhibition to mark the
Army’s SOth
sary

anniver
amused the
political leadership
We can invite anyone
1s long as they are not
convicted in Courts,” was
o the officer
entleman concerned:
Perhaps a new precedent
in the 50th year
But now comes the
story of some of the
other and
commissions
clude the
Deputy Chicfs of Staf
who retired in the recent
ye

has

four si
advice
now, was not accommo-
dated at the main table
ike all others of his rank.
Also among those
not considered were a
group of retired Army
officers who backed the
People’s Alliance during
neral and Presi
dentia elections in 1994
Some of these officers,
who complained of po
litical victimisation,
were promoted to the
rank of Majors General
Who remarked ‘We
don’t need the Taiwanese
Generals’ ? Your guess is
as mine |

Rude shock

hirty seven years a
diplomat, three
times Sri Lanka’s envoy
in leading world capitals
Municipal
%3

i
is sou

and now s
Councillor
Mahendran, ha
shock last Friday
A small group of men.
heavily armed and in uni-
form, stormed his house at
4a.m. and demanded they
conduct a full search
When he protesied, they
withdrew only to come in
1 bigger strength half an
hour
A war of words ensued
after Mr. Mahendran ob-
jected (o the men entering
his house at that hour. He
had asked that they retum
after 6 a.m. The team with
drew without entering the
house but never retumed
the former dip
raised the is
security au

a rude

Now
lomat h:
sue with the
thorities.




