CHANDR

Chandrika
anatunga’s People’s
Alliance cleared the
first hurdle last Thurs-
day when the govern-
ment nominee the
gentle giant from
Anuradhapura Mr. K
I Ratnayake was
elected Speaker with
members of the
member parlia-
ment voting for him as
against the Opposi-
tion_candidate Mr
Anura Bandaranaike
who polled the UNP
vote of 93. The PA
had been able to in-
crease 1ts one vote
majority in parlia-
ment by 14 votes

Kumar-
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sinated by the LTTE
— had overcome the
opposition and
pledged his full sup-
port to the PA. The
meeting with Mr. Sid-
dhartharan and

Kumaranatunga

been brought about
by a Colombo based
international journal-
ist and the journalist
of a tabloid paper.
According to PA
sources Mr. Siddhar-
tharan had told the
PA leader that they
would not be making
any major political
demands such as con-
stitutional .changes
but would request for

Ranil — Chandrika talks

Prime Minister Chandrika Kumaranatun-

ga and former Prime

Minister Ranil Wick-

remesinghe met and had talks which lasted

over one hour the

evening

Mrs

before

Kumaranatunga was sworn in as Prime Minis-
ter, well informed sources said

Apparently this came
about because of the
support extended to it
by the minority Tamil
parties — the DPLF
EPDP and the TULF

Mrs. Chandrika
Kumaranatunga’
approach to the Tamil
problem in contrast to
that of President D
B. Wijetunga’s stance
had swung these votes
in favour of the PA
The DPLF which is
the political wing of
PLOT and the EPDP
it should be kept in
mind were supporters
of the UNP govern
ment particularly dur
ing the Premadasa
presidency which
armed these
fight alongside
ernment forces
continued to do so af-
ter Mr. Wijetunga be-
came incumbent pres
ident. Mrs. Kumar-
anatunga at her first
press conference
reiterated her com-
mitment to solving the
ethnic problem and
this would wun-
doubtedly have en-
abled the Tamil par-
ties to overcome re-
sistance within* their
groups 16 support the
PA

There had been
some reluctance parti-
cularly within the

extend

Dharma-

lingam Siddhartharan
of former

T'ULF front

V. Dharma

lingam who was assas

Jroups 1o.

protection to farmers
in the Wanni and
fishermen in the
North. The DPLF had
been offered a deputy
ministership in the
government but this
had been turned down
sources The
brokerage for ghe
EPDP support for khe
PA had been brought
about by the tabloid
journalist, sources
said. Douglas De-
vananda too had ex-
tended his unqualified
support. However the
EPDP wanted to play
its role of providing
armed support to the
government
operating against the

said

forces

The most encour
ing factor for the PA
has been the some-
rsault of the CWC and
its leader Mr
Saumyamoorthi
I'hondaman Mr
I'hondaman had been
no lover of the
SLFP the main consti-
tuent party of the PA
In 1965 he was an
appointed MP of ithe
SLFP government but
he voted against it in
the Press Bill bringing
down the government
by one vote. Since
then he has been a
very strong ally of the
UNP and was largely
responsible for the
UNP’s clean sweep of
the hill country — the
CWC having con-

by Suminda

Rs. 8 million to three
and later auction
them. The ministers
of her cabinet would
go in for much more
modest vehicles she
had ruled. Meanwhile
PA sources say that
they have been intri-
gued by the ‘discov-
eryof a suite ofair con-
ditioned rooms with
double beds-attached
to the offices of a top
UNP official. State
felevision may be cal-
ed In to show the
public these suite of
rooms which has intri-
gued the PA they say

Emergency

T'he emergency is
likely to end on Au-
gust 27 with the gov-
ernment deciding not
to continue with it. At
a meeting of the gov-
ernment group held
on Tuesday at Temple
I'rees presided over
by Mrs. Chandrika
Kumaranatunga
veteran Samasamajist
parliamentarian Mr
Bernard Soysa had
strongly argued that
the” continuation with
the emergency was

elec-
col-

last
under the
ours of the UNP

Mr. Thondaman
however maintains
that the CWE belongs
tono  political par
ty and is independent

ly interests are for
my people. We are a
trade union and I will
act according to the
interests of our peo
ple” is his stand

Mr F'hondaman,
sources said has
wanted to join the PA
government but
tain snz in
memorandim
understanding he
signed with President
Wijetunga prior to the
paliamentary elec-
tions would prevent
such an alliance. He js
likely to extend his
support to the PA
from the ranks of the
Opposition

Sources say that de-
spite Mr. Thondaman

tested the

tions

cer-
the
of

os

still having enou

clout to swing the
electorates in the hill
country for the party
ick

overest

he b his clout is
nated, {n the
1989 clections the
CWC made very
poor showing and two
candidates he canvas-
sed for in the Nuwara
Eliya District lost. At
the recent
his

¢elections
grandson consi-
dered heir to

CWC leadership
came a third in the
Nuwara Eliya district
Mr Fhondaman's
arch” rival the youth
ful, Mr. Chan
drasekeran who had
been taken into cus
tody by the UNP gov-
ernment under the
Prevention of Terror-
ism Act had won as an
independent. ‘M

Chandrasekeran is_ a
“challenge to the aging
patriarch of the
plantations.gnd if he

the

could demonstrate to
the plantation work
ers that he could.get
things done Mr
Thondaman would
lose the hold he has
had for so long. This
is the prime reason for
his somersault, obser-
vers say. But it should
be noted that Mr
I'hondaman makes no
bones that his support
would be on a quid
pro-quo basis,And his
demands are great

Austerity

In a demonstration
of PA’S austerity
against the overt
affluence of the UNP,
Mrs Chandrika
Kumararatunga has
decided to stage a
public exhibition of
the UNP top notch-
ers’ official BMWs,
Volvos, Merc
Benz whose
range from

as

des
prices

around

not necessary and the
Government group
had gone along with
him. President Wi-
jetunga, when the
clection ended reim-
posed the emergency
under the
vested in
However such an
emergency declared
by the President has
to be approved by
Parliament within a
period of ten days.
With the government
deciding not to go
ahead with the
emergency ‘it would
lapse ‘on'| August 27
While the first test
of strength of the PA
L!_‘(\\'L'HHIH,‘IH was the
election of the Speak
er, the tussle for the
post of the Leader of
the Opposition be-
tween old Royalist
Ranil Wickremasing-
he and old Trinitian
Gamini Dissanayake
which a wag termed as

CLeArs FIRsT HurDLE

Indian Special Envoy

A. N. Varm

n Prime Minister’s Special Envo

led on Pri

Minister Chandrika Kumaratunga at Temp)|
I'rees had conveyed to her that the Indiz
Government was prepared to help the ne|
government and would respond to requests f
financial assistance, informed sources saig
Political analysts however were speculatir
whether the visit of the special envoy was als
related to pronouncements by the new gover]
ment that they were open to talks with tk

I'TE

Since the assassination of Indian Prin
Minister Rajiv Gandhi by the LTTE, India h
been most concerned about Colombo’s cor

tact with the LTTE

LTTE leader and his s

called intelligence Chief Pottu Amman ar
wanted for gdestioning by the Indian autho
ities for the murder of Rajiv Gandhi

the first Leg of the
Bradby Shield also
gene ated much in-
terest

Trinity, won by a
mere three points,
Mr. Dissanayake
managed it by getting
the support of some of
the National List
sources said

The question now
arises on who would
be the UNP’s candi-
date for the scheduled
Presidential election
which has to be held
béTore December
President Wijetunga
has already been
selected by the party
as Presidential candi
date and Mrs. Sirima
Bandaranaike the
leader of the PA as
their candidate. But
some say that both
may bow out. If Mrs
Bandaranaike de-
clines her health
will not permit her
according to SLFP in-
siders — daughter
Chandrika would be
the obvious choice
But the UNP’s Pre-
mier Stakes are not
yet over. Mr. Dis-
sanayake winning the
contest for the post of
Leader of the Opposi-
tion as the wag said
was only the first leg
of the Bradby Shield
and there is a second
leg. The party con-
stitution UNP sources
say calls for the elec-
tion of the presiden
tial candidate by the
Central Committee
Meanwhile there is
the question whether
the presidential elec-
tion would be held.
The Peoples Alliance
is pledged to abolish
the presidential sys-
tem of government
while the UNP though
it said just before the
elections that it would

retain the system n
seems to be willing
or at least a section
the UNP is willing
to abolish it. Prof.
L. Peiris at a pr
conference held
week has said that
PA if it got enoyl
support the
quired two
majority in

ment — would abol

Political
however say that
would not be
favour of the PA to
away with the pr
idential form of gc
ernment just no
The PA by itself h)
only a wafer th
majority and one w
it could consolida
power is to win ti
presidential electio
With the tremendo
powers vested in tlf
president the P
would be able to ir
plement much of
promises and then g
for another pa
liamentary election.
the PA does aboli
the Presidential
tem then it
have to govern
the support of
minority Tamil parti

wiS not a hapy
position to
analysts point ou
I'he UNP on the oth
hand does not hay
much of a chance
winning the Presider
tial elections if it
held as scheduled wi
the swing again
them. Thus the abol
tion of the presidenc
they say will be in
position to keep th
PA on tenterhook
and attempt to toppl.
the government
moment there
breakdown in relatio
with the PA’s ney
supporters. |

analy




