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“lrresponsibi!ity

reason for
capture’

by Prabath Sahaban-

du and Daya Lank-

apura reporting from
Palaly

Irresponsibility of
those at the decision
making level was the
réason why they had
been captured by the
LTTE and kept in de-
tention ‘for over four
years, the ten police
men. who had been
released by the LTTE
as a gesture of good-
will. told the Deputy

nister of ‘Defence
Colonel nuruddha
Ratwatte and three

s commanders

y at the Pala-
y Military installa-
fion -

I'hey had been
brought to Palal
from Point Pedro
where they were
handed over to the
International Red
ross by the LTTE to

brought through
Kankesanthurai

The ten policemen,
who were emotional
and in tears on seeing
their counterparts
appealed to Minister
Ratwatte to secure
the release of other
policemen. They said
there were about 19
others held in captiv-
ity in Jaffna. The
were captured by the
LTTE in 1990 along
with those' ten who
arrived in Colombo
yesterday.

Minister Ratwatte
assured them all what
could be done by the
government would be
done to have other
Prisoners of war re-
leased soon. He said
despite the fact that
there were many
others in the LTTE’s
custody. he was happy
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to see those officers
returned “Safely to
their families.

The ten policemen
told  the Minister that
they had once staged
a fast unto death in
prison. But the LTTE
had waited till they
fainted due to starva-
tion and then given
them saline. The
LTTE had done so for
a long time and the
POWSs had finally cal-
led off the fast. They
said they had been
kept in dark cells
where there was ver
little ventilation.. “As
a result we can now
hardly see anything”,
they complained to
the Minister.

The policemen said

eight of them had
been serving at Udu-

sudan police station
when the L = sur-
rounded the police
station in 1990 in the
wake of the talks be-
tween the LTTE and
the previous govern-
ment. D. Pemada-
sa who was captured
at the Udusudan
Police station toid
“The Island” that on
June 13, 1990 OIC of
the Police station
Wickremaratne was
on leave and acting
for him was SI Yoga-
nathan. When the
LTTE sieged the sta-
tion, the SI had asked
policemen not to open
fire. They had then
laid down arms and

rrendered to the
L on the acting
OIC’s advice.

Thev said others
who are still in captiv-
ity had been disturbed
when the K LTTE
announced only ten
would be released.
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rresponsiblility.... continucdtromp

There wer
19 other policemen
and one soldiers
among them.

they said

However some . of

these ten policemen
believe that there
could'be over 100 per-
sonnel of the Police,
Arm and other
for inisthe ([T

detention can W
M. Karunanayaka
(35) one of the ten
policemen told ‘The
Island’ that he had at
times seen about 40
soldiers being taken
here and there by the
LTTE in detention
camps. He had been

captured from t
Mankulam camp.
From the Mankulam
Police alone the
LTTE had captured
18 policemen and
some had died and E.
M. Das

believes

sur

ayatilake

‘The Island’

that while in the de-

tention camp they had

been informed by the

LTTE of the ghange

‘of government and

the PA’s victo

Minister Ratwatte

ured the policemen
that the’ governme

will do everything
le to have other
prisoners released.
Defence Secretary
General Hamilton
Wanasinghe, Army
Commander Gerry de
Silva, Air Force Com-
mander Oliver Rana-
singhe, Navy Com-
mander Mohan
Samarasekéra and
military officers of the
Palaly military station
took part in the recep-
tion Minister Ratwat-
te gave the released
police officers.

The police officers
were sent to Colombo
in the afternoon.




