NPers whose
spirits had been

low after being
removed from office
came alive on Tues-
day with the news of
the sinking of the
Navy’s ‘Sagarawarde-
na’ and the fiasco in
Parliament with Pre-
mier Chandrika
Kumaratunga failing
to turn up on time.
The news came at a
time when the new
Prime Minister’s
moves with breath-
the

taking speed on
ethnic issue was earn-

ing her plaudits all
round even in far
away places. More
important, she was
also winning the
hearts and minds of
the Tamils whose
votes could be deci-
sive in the forthcom-
ing presidential elec-
tion. Besides, Praba-
karan himself had
written to Ms.
Kumaratunga and
named his nego-
tiators. Much of the
banned goods were
going into
Clearly Chandrik
was on the ascendant.
as astrologers would
have lt and the UNP
were in the doldrums.
3 BL_ll news about the
sinking of the ship
with 40 men on board
and only 16 been
saved, was g, cold
bucket of water
thrown on all that
€uphoria. The UN-
Pers were nodding
their heads Jike sages
saying: “We told you
?o S While. the news
t;‘;mnxi'c:)nnar stunned

N, came the

Jaffna.’

news that parliament
had to be adjourned
because the Prime
Minister could not
turn up on time. Ms.
Kumaratunga had
already earned a
name for her unpunc-
tuality and this was
pounced upon by the
Opposition. Others
were saying that the
adjournment of par-
liament on Tuesday
was also due to the
inexperience of the
Govt. in parliamen-
tary practice. If the
premier was late and
her immediate pre-
sence was called for,
tactics could have
been adopted for the
sittings to be delayed
by a few minutes till
her arriyal.

The Prime Minis-
ter’s statement that
she was delayed bea-
cuse of a traf jam
caused apprehension
among her suppor-
ters. Some said that it
was an indicator of
bad security precau-
tions. They pointed
out former Navy
Commander Clanc
Fernando being killed
by a motor cycle
bomb.

Certainly Ms
Kumaratunga should
take far better precau-
tions particularly in
view of the demon-
stration of savagery
on Tuesday in the
sinking of the ship. At
Mr. Gamini Dis-
sanayake’s party re-
ferred to later in this
column a UNPer was
saying that anyone
travelling on the high
way to Parliament was

a sitting duck for an
assassin.

Meanwhile ques-
tions are being asked
what  made the LTTE
go ahead with the
sinking of the ship af-
ter they agreed to
negotiate. Some
claimed that Praba-
karan was insisting on
a ceasefire and tt
was his way of saying
it. If it be so it would
make it much more
difficult for the Go
ernment after this
tragedy. fficers and
particularly the rank
and file who have be-
come deeply suspect
of such ceasefires and

would

ipprove

any ceasefire now
coming into effect.

The decision of the
government to lift the
ban on 28 items go
to the North has also
come -under fire from
many quarters. Be-
sides Ms. Kumaratun-
ga will be launching
her presidential cam-
paign in the coming
weeks and that her
peace moves may not
win approval in the
Sinhala-speaking
areas after this event.
Nevertheless the go
ernment appears to be
going ahead with the
peace moves. As
Minister Mr. Dhar-
masiri Senanayake
said at a press brief-
ing, the govefnment
would go ahead *“at
any: cost’.  Such ‘a
statement would cer-
tainly be made use of
by hard Sinhala hard-
liners such as Dinesh
Gunawardene .who is

likely to run as pres-
idential candidate on
the MEP ticker.
Meanwhile que

tions are also being
raised by the public
why the Defence
Ministry has not
issued a statement on
this major disaster.
How come the ship
was stationary? Did
~the radar fail? Was
there a tch on the
ship? These are ques-
tions being raised by
the man-on-the-street
which has still not
been answered.
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