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Asoka Weerasinghe

From: "Mahes Ladduwahetty" <mahes. Iadduwahetty@gmall com>
To: "M. Gunasekera" <mgunasekera@sympatico.ca>
Cc: "D.L.O. Mendis" <dlomendis@gmail.com>; "Gamini P.A. Goonetilleka" <alwisg22@iinet.net.au>,

"Harsha Perera” <harshap@bigpond.net.au>; "Dilrook Kannangara" <dilrookk@yahoo.com:>;
"Gamini Gunawardane" <gunawardanegamini@gmail.com>; "Sugath Kulatunga"
<kulatung@gmail.com>; "Nimal Liyanage" <nimalliy@tpg.com.au>; "Gunadasa Amarasekera”
<ssamara@lanka.ccom.ik>; "Ranjit & Thilani de Silva" <ranthilta@gmail.com>; "Asoka & Fiona
Yapa" <asoka_yapa@yahoo.com>; "Rohan Basnayake" <rbasnayake@rogers.com>;
<vichara2@gmail.com>; "Anil Amarasekera” <colanii@sitnet.lk>; "Dick Perera"
<dickperera@gmail.com>; "Senaka Weerarathna" <senaka.weera@gmail.com>; "Sarath Hemac."
<sarath722002@yahoo.com>; "MOHAN KUMARANTE" <mohankum@msn.com?>; "Kith de Silva"
<kithdesilva@gmail.com>; "Hemal Wijayaratne" <hemalw727@gmail.com=>; "hassinaUSA"
<hassinal@gmail.com>; "Dimuth Gunawardena" <dimuth.gunawardena53@gmail.com>; "Chulani
Wickramasinghe" <lankawick@sbcgiobal.net>; "Channa Lokuliyanage”

- <pol.sambola@gmait.com>; "chanaka bandara" <chanakab@haotmaif.com>; "1 Sumith De Silva
New York Society of United Sri Lankans" <unilankamail@aol.com>; "Douglas Wickramaratne"
<dwickramaratne@hotmail.com>; "C | Galapathy” <galbandas4@bigpond.com>; “Lal
Dassanayake" <suedass3@hotmail.com>; "Ajantha Premarthne" <ajantats@emirates.net.ae>;
"Gamini Edirisinghe" <gamniediri@gmail.com>; "Dr Chula Rajapakse" <rajapaks@ihug.co.nz>;
<dazajaya@bigpond.com>; "peacetalk” <peacetalknow@yahoo.com>; "Anjalika Siiva"
<anjalikasilva@gmail.com=; "Ira de Silva" <ira.desilva@sympatico.ca>; "Gamini Edirisinghe"
<gaminiediri@gmail.com>; "Ranjith Soysa" <ranjiths@spur.asn.au>; "chandre.dharma-wardana"
<place.names@yahoo.com>; "Weerasinghe Weerasinghe" <weerasin@magma.ca>; "Chitra
Mendis" <chitramendis@hotmail.co.uk>; "Shenali Waduge" <shenaliwaduge@gmail.com>;
"Neville Ladduwahetty" <mahnel@acl.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2012 1:19 AM
Subject: Re: Final Version of Petition to HE the Pres re 13A
Dear Mahinda and friends:

Please read this excerpt from the Sunday Times Editorial, yesterday April 21, 2012 which
captures the essence of our problem in a nutshell:

Tltle Intricacies of the Indian Factor

...Let's face it. Sri Lanka is wary of the devolution manthra being parroted by India. Many
see it as India's attempt to have a proxy or puppet 'Government' installed in the North
preferably by its authorized local agent, the TNA. India may have beaten Sri Lanka at the
World Cup final last year, but Sri Lankans can recognize a doosra when one comes at them.
The problem, however, is that the Sri Lankan President no less has promised "13+" verbally,
and to implement the 13th Amendment as far back as in 2009 when a resolution was
inttoduced soon after the military defeat of the LTTE at the UNHRC. India voted for Sri
Lanka then. Last year, the Sri Lankan External Affairs Minister went to India and promised
the same thing. Now, India wants that promise fulfilled.

Notwithstanding whatever the Sri Lankan President may have said or his External Affairs
Minister promised, there is public resistance to giving more powers to the provinces. That of
course, does not mean devolution as a means of administrative necessity must be ruled out
in its entirety. If devolution of powers in the context of any 13+ is a 'no-no', the District
Councils as the unit of devolution and certain administrative powers, including limited land
and police powers being decentralized is a 'can-can'.
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The Government is caught in its own cleverness and needs to extricate itself. Meanwhiie,
one can only hope that the visiting Indian parliamentary delegation takes with it a realistic
view of Sri Lanka, not one from an imperial standpoint.

In this backdrop, it is imperative that we let the President know our view that there is a
considerable resistance including from ourselves to a 13+. We can leave it to him to make
the decisions regarding how he is to handle the Indians/USA & West, and the TNA . As the
editorial suggests, the Land and Police powers can only be decentralized at most. But the
District should be the Unit.

May the Triple Gem bless Sri Lanka!!

Best regards,

Mahes & Neville

On Fri, Apr 20, 2012 at 4:55 PM, M. Gunasekera <mgunasekera@sympatico.ca> wrote:
- Dear Friends,

" 1do hope | have had to amend our memorandum addressed to His Excellency the President
for the last time, and that you will find this acceptable for the intended purpose.

- | have changed the subject as suggested by a leading Sri Lankan nationalist, a former

* Senior Government Agent and an active member heading a charitable organization

" managed by a voluntary Board of Trustees, who wanted to remove any opposition at first
" glance by those receiving benefits under the Provincial Council set up by 13A.

An additional sentence has been included as submitted by a Professor of Political Science
and Confiict Management in a leading US university in para 6. Also the text of para 5 has
been re-phrased into several shorter

sentences as suggested by my good friend DLO Mendis.

The seventh para too has been changed by adding a sentence re the 'window of opportunity’
" that needs to be acted upon immediately as often stressed by Dr. Mahes Laduwahetty.

| also had word from a good friend of mine to the effect that a recognized group of
nationalists met this week in Colombo and reviewed our memorandum, and were of the
opinion that it should be released to the public.

In the first instance, we shall refer it to His Excellency the President through Mr. Lalith

- Weeratunge and await a signal that we may proceed to canvass public support for it.
Anjalika Silva or other member of the group too can use her/his channels to bring it to the
attention of HE the President as a secondary avenue.

We need to establish a Liasing Committee of Overseas Sri Lankans and also establish a
similar committee in Sri Lanka to jointly launch it and receive endorsement of the public to be
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