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f COLOMBO. Sri Lanka — More
than 9 million S Lankans go to the
prolls today in clections that could
Shange the country’™s political face,
still deceply scarred by the assassi-
nation ot its two leading ppoliti 1NS.
Thoc clections arc for scven
provincial councils, in which L.alith
Athulathmudali, < OrIMmer SOoOvVern-
ment minister who woent into op
sition, vwas strongly challenging the
Iatc president Ranasinghaoc Proc-
madasa ruling Unitced INational
Farty (UINP).
"X he deaths of the two leaders
Ixave profoundly shockcecd the coun-
Iry, Ziving pausce to the cult of vio-
lence during the past 10 years.

Many enemies

In the public mind, Athulathmu-
dali"s death is widcely blamed on
sguads run by meembers of the UINP
or -government, over both of which
Premadasna held firrm sway. Many
pcople still doubt officially inspired
leaks of evidence that his decath was
the work of the Tamil Tigers., They
prefer to belicve one of his mmany
“nemics amonsgs: the miajority Sin-
halese was responsible.

Athulathmudal:™s break with the
gsovernment and UNFP, to forrm theoe
Doecmocratic United INational Front
(DOUINE), was Iargpely the result of o
Prpersonal confrontation withh FPreoe-

madasa.
Both he and his party deputy,
formmer minister Gamini Dis~
sanayake, strongly objceccted to theoe
WINF's bully-boy tactics — although
thecy werc once UINEF leaders. Theroe
is much less to object to now that
FPresident ID.B. Wajctungeoe, clected
by FParliameoent to scrve out FPr
madasa™s terrm of office, is disman-
tlinigz thhe sguads.
— Many pcoplc who might have
votced for the charisrmatic AAthulath-
mudali®s party miight well ask now
what is the point of the DUINF s ex-

IsSTcnccoc. s
“The other rmain challenger is the

left-wing Unitcd FPopular Front
(known as PEP). The front™s chicf”
constitucnt is the Sri I_.anka Frce-
dom FParty (SLFP) lced by the for-
mer prime minister, Sirirmavo Ba-
nadaranaike, which boycotted the
Pprovincial clections five yoears ago.

Boycotted Iast vote

The SLFFP, howecver,
betvween right and left factions,
recsSpectively by Banadaranaike®
son Anura and her daughter C1
drika Kumaranatunge. IThe SLFP
boycotted the Inst provincial clecc—-
tions and Nno onc knows how much
ProDular support it cnjoyvs.

As for the UINFP, Premadasa™s
death is both an advantage and aa dis-

dvantage. He had aa strong follow-
ing among the cor, but this was
Pprrobably coutwecighed by disgust at
the govermment's strong-armm tactics.

Most obscrvers feel that no party
will win outright in any province
T his will force th three main con-
AeStants to notiate coalitions.




