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Violent few hurting
our name, Tamils say

-
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n restaurant, transplantin ourselves hero only because §
g o ront : gﬂers us a kind of peaceful e

shooting spree ln a Scarborou rsturant, (0L
ed Infronto 3 coul
f&é ]oumallst Jeyara), editor of the

* By Allan Thompson
TORONTO STAR ; &waukeurllen rival gmml.-:1 cla.-i i ik 1
o same restaurant, exc anglng guniire. gnce,” 88
cans, e Metro-based Tamil weekly newspaper, Sene

Refugces from Sri Lanka who fled to
dato e%capn the turmoll back home no¥ feac 0100 March 28, there was a shootout on the b amaral
sldewalk outside a Searborough food store, upyy \here 13 violence In ihls community

sticuf(sto

a different kind of violence here: armed Injuring & mAn
yring a man. and we can see it escalating from f
1 bars to guns, shoatin

ga&g& In thelr own community. :
any are afrald the Increasingly violent O Tamill ournallst David Jeyaraj wad 83- baschal bats, to stee gu
claghes belweon rival youth gangs = con- saulted Feb, 18 with baseball bats and metal gt people and now to killlng peo jo.” ho sald.
filcts that have already claimed one life — rods outside the Ontarlo Sclenco Centre, Kbout 200 members of m,,%ﬂ nkan come
will create & sub-culturs of violence in 8n Community leaders want Canadlans to  munity met with genlor officers at Matro po-
otherwise peaceful community. know such Incldonts are not examples of the  |ice headquarters early thia onth.

As newcomers trying to make their way In Stl Lankan war being played outon a Cante gyt police are also wary of belng seen 10
Canada, they are also % frald the actions of a  dian stage. 9 or?c et A R medlateporls o?a el
few will result In their community being “lpg not politles; It's crime, just plaln ¢ PX iy o with violance ;
pranded as violent and troublesome. crime,” sald Valramuthu Puyanachandran, z‘.’.c q 1‘:\ WY, ol community s no dit-

u0ut of 8 community of maybe 95,000 1 another director of the Tamil Eelam Soclety, gor nt'nt‘}?a ™ any other crime 1t' just that
don't think there aré more than 100 people “Whoever 18 vlolating Canadian law and O;'ret ing 10 %l it in the bud," said Metro
lavleed 8 2 kiod o0 i el by punshed. We efg 1 going I e o eapectr Roy Teett of 5 Divislon, !
maniam Rejaratnam, & ¢re or 0 elend them ot support them. are spoll- ;

Bi da, a broad! based Ing our name ,mp we are ,,mo?wd uggut Indeed, some Tamils who gpoke up at the'

Eelam Soclety of Canada,
community group active in providing setle- lh%lﬁ" b e 000 o g %
ere are between an ;
. * clzed the medla for what th
The majorlty 818  {jonol and Inaccurate reports

ment gerv ccs 10 I‘IEWCOl'ﬂL'IS. X
poople are sxolllna the rep- Lankans Jiving In Metr. &880 a8 8ensa- !
tus during thopast 115 Jook bad

at make Tam- ¢

“But those 100 ;
u‘tatlonl lol our c(tn?mugltyﬂ: : hwo are R:?k:-:tg Enmlég grante refugee sta i
the polics to got (OB o R i But . oumﬁllsté guch a3 Jeyara) say there's |

Tamil guerrillas, led by the Liberation T o polnt ooting the mossenger. a.

nam Sald
" n recent months, {here have been & num-  gors of Tamil Eelam movement in the north 2%
ber of ahoollnlgs in Metro allegedly involving End east of the island natlon formerly tnown " Like those wlio go to Alcoholics Anony- |
members of the Taml communlt!. as Ceylon, have been waglng an armed sepa-  MOuY, members of qur communlty must first |
The most recent occurred May , resulting  ratist shtug?e aiainat the government since face up to tha fact that there a8 problgm. -3
{n the death of 8 23-year-old man. Slvapirage- 1983, The struggleetween the guerrillasand  Acce tin%the fact that there ls a problem s !
gam Namasivayam of Vancouver dled from govemmcn; hag been marked by atrocitieson - one thing, Explaining It Is another. X
gunshot wounds to the head and chest after & both sides: While most emphasize tha violeace (s not !
bkirmish outside & house pat in Scarbor-  Those why have fled that vlolonca to settle  directly related 0 the military struggle in St1 |
ough's Bridletown Ciscle and Warden Ave.  |n Canada are eAger \o lcave the turmoll be-  Lanka others admit there can be no denylnﬁ .
area, No arrests have been made. hind. ; that the brutality experlenced dally In 8l
In other {ncidents: “We aro people who have left the land of  Lanka must P'“Y a role among maladjusted !
injured flve In 8 If these problems of youths now ving in Canada. ;

{) On Aprll 26, two gunmen our birth dnd suffered &



