hoe the ol
speok for the Tor

tions between
 qoverniment is:

. agmhe Tamil ethnona-
vl tionalist crisis has

1ol been with us in va-
yious forms since the
formation.of the Federal
Party in 1949. Since the
— early 19805 it took a vio-
t turn and it has de-

dent forces for well
r a decade. {

fi Lanka as a country
nd the Sinhalese.
famils and Muslims as
sCitizens of Sri Lanka can-
ot any longer afford to
‘Gontinue to live with this
erisis, We see that some

Lankan governmeni.

Felam fs.not yet a'reality. and the negotio-

the'LTTE and the Sri Lankan

an_international one.
\

should realize that

colintry is fast develon-
ing the North and East
have stagnated thus in-
creasing the disparity
between these two
areas.

5. Both ordinary
citizens and the political
institutions of this coun-
try are losing interest in
this crisis and it appears
that they are actually
forgetting that Northern
and Eastern Provinces
are also a part of Sri
Lanka.

6. The ordinary people
of Jaffna live theoreti-
cally in Sri Lanka but
practically in an Eelam.
7. While Sri Lankan
government continue to
sustain the life in Jaffna
to the best of its ability,
LTTE continues its war
against Sri Lanka at the
expense of the welfare

- of the people of Jaffna.

3 vith each
1 ther. This is praise
“Worthy. But unfortunat-
there are two serious
ublems in this pro-

s, First relates to the
| of these negotia-
;[s and s:cnnd is the

1S on which the twi
Parties, i.e. the governo-
ment and the LTTE are
Ing to negotiate,

iBefore elaborating on
flese problems it is
Ssential that we under-
and the wider political
ntext within which
these negotiations have
0 be carried out, The
2Vents during the last
3ecgde has created an
:i‘mnr_ely new context
Nat is different to that
NhILCFhf'EXiswd when the
Irst propose;
separatist gerr?a:ad%gz
W context includes
ievserg\ salient features,
A i Lankan govern-
" ﬂr\tlhesml\ecomrufof
18 Northern Proyince |

Whose responsibility?

Whois responsible for
all this? The Sri Lankan
government or the
Sinhalese alone cannot
be blamed any longer.
By and large the rspon-
sibility lies with the
LTTE. LTTE came to
power on the argument
that TULF failed to deliv-
er the promised land of
Eelam to the Tamil peo-
ple during its active te-
nure from 1977 until
1983, a period of over
six years. Since 1983,
after engaging in its
own style of politics for
over a decade LTTE has
also not fulfilled ‘that
objective any better
than the TULF. In fact,
the life in Jaffna during
their tenure has vitiated
to its lowest since inde-
pendence.

| am surprised at the
behaviour of the Tamil

Negotiatin

irony is the uncritical na-
ture of Tamil intellec-
tudls now that the LTTE
has become the de fact
rulers of Jaffna and life
of the Tamils in Jaffna is
facing the worst crisis
aver,

Goal of Negotiations

To return to the main
thesis of the article,
there are serious prob:
ems of the goals of the
negotiations_between
the LTTE and Sri Lankan

government. No deep | |
very well democratically

analysis is needed 10
come to the conclusion
that the primary goal of
these negotiations must
be the welfare of the
Tamil people. If as LTTE
says, Sri Lankan govern-
ments have failed in this
task, it is a very legiti-
mate question to ask
whether or not the LTTE
has been able to suc-
ceed in that regard. As
LTTE too has failed. |
think there is an urgent
need for the two parties
to act together.

If either the LTTE or
the Sri Lankan govern-
ment enters into nego-
tiations with motives

other than the above
then they aré bound to
fail both in the short run
and long run. The preé-
sent political reality in
Jaffna is such that the
current senior genera-
tion of Tamils in Jaffna
is for democracy where-
as the younger genera-
tion has never felt a
sense of democracy. f
the present authoritative
hold of Jaffna people by
LTTE is released then
the Jaffna voters may

elect their own political
leaders and the LTTE is
well aware of this possi-
pility. Given this and the
actual observations of
LTTE behaviour at the
negotiating table, leads
us to argue that the
basic premise on which
LTTE enters into nego-
tiations is not the wel-
fare of Tamil people but
their own survival.

On the other hand, if
the Sri Lankan govern-
ment can take the credit
for ending the war, it
will be & politicel victory
and it will undoubtedly
help the governing party
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to sustain its power. At
the same time, if nor-
malcy returns to: Jaffna,
no one can predict how
the Jaffna voters might
behave. The strength of
Jatfna vote is quite
adeguate to decide who
governs this country
under the present prop-
ortional representation

ystem.

Thus, re-gstablishing
democracy in the North
and East is ironically a
risky venture for ‘both

by Dr. Shantha K. Hennayoke

Sri Lankan citizens suf-
for the worst possible
while the rest live as if it
doesn't matter at all

Basis for Negotiations

The second problem
is the basis onwhich the
LTTE and government
attempt to negotiate.
The LTTTE continues t0
claim that it is the sole
spokesperson for Tamils
in Jaffna. It is true that
LTTE is the strongest
querrilla group and the

Department of Geography,
University of Peradeniya

LTTE and the governing
party It is difficult to see
how the LTTE and the
government can ensure
the welfare of Tamil
people with this reluc-
tant approach. As long
as the two parties con-
tinues to have their own
survival as the goal in
the negotiations, we will
not only perpetuate the
crisis but also continue
to let  fellow group of

only one fighting
, against the government.
It is also true that the
LTTE is fighting for an
exclusively Tamil sepa-
rate state. But the large
question is whether
LTTE agenda is also the
will of the Tamil people
in Jaffna today. (It is a
pity if the Tamils of Jaff-
na were to fall prey to
the propaganda of ill
informed Tamils living

comfortably in Western
cities who draw up
plans for the Sri Lankan
Tamils). The only way 10
find out whether or not
the LTTE is representa-
tive of Tamils of Jaffna
is to hold free and fair
glections in Jaffna. In
short, to restore:demo-
cracy in Jaffna, If LTTE'S
sole concern is the wel-
fare of Tamils then the
LTTE should take up the

*moral and political lead:

ership in restoring
democracy in the North.
The Sri Lankan gov-

" ernment represents all

of its citizens including
the Tamils in the North.
But unfortunately, the
Sri Lankan government
seems to have voluntari-
y abandoned the Tamils
in the north and let the
LTTE be thelr

spokesperson. The

Tamils in-Jaffna are in
fact Sri Lankan citizens
and it is-the moral and
constitutional duty, of
the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to protect all of its
citizens. Tamils in Jaffna
have the same rights
and privileges as. any
other Sri Lankan citizen.

g with LTTE

Sri Lankan government
too should have the
moral and political cour-
age to speak for the
Tamil citizens in Jaffna.
Sri Lankan government
should realize that
Eelam is not yet a reality
and the negotiations be-
tween the [TTE and the
Sri Lankan government
is not an international

one, )
Negotiations with

‘LTTE is absolutely

necessary and essential.
However, the two par-
ties at the negotiating
table are not the LTTE
which claims to repre-
sent the Tamils in the
North and the Sri Lank-
an Government speak-
ing on behalf of the in-
terest of the state and/or
the Sinhalese. The real
parties:at the negotiat-
ing table should be the
Sri Lankan government
representing the Tamil
people who had been
denied their democratic
rights and the LTTE.
Since there is no elected
representative of the
Tamil people, the Sri
Lankarr government by
virtue of the fact that

Tamils in the North are
Sri Lankan citizens must
represent their interests
and welfare at the nego-
iations. If the Sri Lankan
government fails to see
this reality and work
hard to convince the
Tamil people of that, we
may not succeed in find-
ing a viable solution.
The' Tamil people in
Jaffna and elsewhere
too should be bold
enough to see the reality
that they have gained
nothing but lost a great
deal in terms of their
standard of living, eco-
nomic development, so-
cial stability and culture
and finally hope for a
better future by support-
ing separatist politics.
LTTE's goal is long term.
But here is a situation
where long-term politics
can actually be de-
trimental to the society.
Asitis, LTTE's dream of
a separete state, If it
ever matefializes it wil
be through the sacrifice
of & wholz géneration cr
two for the sake of yet
unborn generations. By
then, the present politic-
al institutions which also
could include the states

may not even. matter so
much.

[n the present context
of the ethnonationalist
crisis negotiations be-,
tween the LTTE and the
Sri Lankan government
is 'an utmost necessity.
However, .the only
acceptable goals of
these negotiations must
be notlfing but une:
quivocal restoration of
democracy in the North
and Edst and fostering
the welfare of the Tamil
people living in” these
areas. | cannot think of
why the LTTE or the Sri
Lankan government
should have any thing
else but the above as
their goals. What does
this mean? It means that
we need to transcend
beyond vested interests
and expedient politics,
which precisely created
the crisis to begin with.
As a concerned citizen of
Sri Lanka | only wish that
both the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment and the LTTE
would first put the wel-
fare and basic democra-
tic rights of the Sri Lank-
an citizens living in the
North and East in their
negotiations.




