general acceptance that the grievances of the Tamil

India’s acknowledgement that finding a solution to
the ethnic problem is Lanka’s own concern:; recogni-

" people should be redressed. =

Mr. Weerakoon said the people have also leamt

tion by other countries of LFTE intransigence;
appreciation by the international community of Sri
Lanka’s difficulties, the absence of any backlash in

lessons. There has been no backlash or assault on
Tamils. The Tamils are living happily among the
Sinhalese. This has prompted Western nations to

Sinhala areas; and the growing feeling that a political
solution must be worked out.

think of sending back the refugees.
-He called the decision of the other Tamil militant
gioups to rejoin the political mainstream another

Foreign Secretary Bernard Tilakaratna, who was
the critical years, 1983-1989, said the immense
change in India’s perception of the problem was an

SItive feature.
". Mr. Weerakoon said greater devolution and the
'unit of devolution are the subjects now being addrcs—

MpoTtant deveiop dld now sees the [ami

nproved |

problem as a Lankan problem, he said.
Presidential Advisor Bradman Weerdkoon said

to reach the level cn_)oycd by the Indian states. The
unit of devolution poses a greater challenge - a

there now is greater appreciation mnternationajly of
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merged north—east province; separate northern and
eastern provinces; some wanting to keep the two

nrn\nnr‘pc

TONVIASSY S palaiC yot d (-"l-\v'lll-.llll-illllldl-lll-

“%

redrawmg of the boundaries.

Minister Herat said the riots and its consequences

Resources ‘that could have becn spent on economic
devglopment are now being spent on the war.

Question: How would

have the ethnic problem?.
Minister Herat: On top of the world.




