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" Gen, Hamilton Wanasinghe: job Down Unider

?rom generals to diplomats,
the shuffle continues

added tothe travals o long serving career diplomats in
the Foreign Ministry, many of them ighly talented
and experienced.

L. Gen, Cecil Waidyaratne: effects new promotions

Wil the coming months s ne faces spearheading
the ongoing battle against separatist terrorits”

Alieady  Amy  Commander,’ Lt. Gen. Ceall
Waidyaratne, has cffected 2 seris of personnel
changes. They came in the wake of a series of new
promotions announced by Army Headquarters.

Already Foreign Minister Harold Herat, fast aoquir-
ing a reputation for s deft handling of the weekly post
Cabinet news bricfing, is under pressure to accommo-
date some of the curcurists and thus relieve the
frustration in therr rank:

But now comes the report that JOC Chie Hamilton
Wanasinghe, who i due to reach 0 years will retre
from service. His chequered careet has made him the
longest serving General in the Sri Lanka Army

ferat il in consulstion With
make some changes in
Overseas postings. Ther ports that {he impend-
ing exercise willalso meen th recall of some postings
already made, 4t feast two plum positons.

Insiders say Mr. |
President D. B. Wi

General Wanasinghe i strongy tipped 10 be S
Lanke's High Comissioner in Australia.

General Cyril Ranatungs who moved into Canberra
oy in May tisyear, The Sunday Times has learnt,
s becn told to wind up there and assume office as Sn
Lanke's High Commissioner in Briain. The Jatter wil
succeed General Sepala Attyagalle, who has returned
to Colombo to become Chairman of AirLanka and

security adviser to President

wnder Cécll Waidyaratne
2 4 JOC Chief when

Meanwhile Army
appears 1o be th
General Wanasinghe teare

Jener:
yus experience in the
y e niew Army Commander
and Majc ycky Algama, GOC Eastern

In such an even
soldier

0 greener
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N alP am the hattlefield

\7 By Our Defence Correspondent

Businessmen in the Jafina peninsula may make
money in large measure by undertaking assignments
for the LITTE. It ofen comes to ther from the finance
and inteligenoe sections of the group. But woe be unto
them if they fall out'of line.

Hete is an aceount of what happens when such
situations occur a the Universiy Teachers for Human
Right in Jafna had discovered.

The elte sections o the LTTE arethosedealing with
finance and inteligence, and not the fighting sections
glorified for consumpton. This comes from
the-highest authorty within the organisation. These
sectioms are led by persons, now middle-aged like the
{eader, and dlose to him through clan and kinship.

Those dealingn finance workcoscly vithslected
merchants, can grant them special favours and enjoy
considerable freedom in managing their private in-
{erests, This has enabled the LTTE to montor, control
and exact payments from the entire merchant class.

The metchants in turh smuggle in rere materals,
cuch as fuel, using their contacts. When there is a
smooth working relatonship with the LTTE, life can
be: mutually proftable.

Buf yét curious ircumstances fate Janded many of
them in prison, Severa cases of Terchants held are
straight-forward. They are or were held pending
payment of ransom, ofien beyond their means.

During the IPKF presence many merchanls ere
placed in an uneviable posiion. Before the IPKE

arrived, they already had a working relationship with
the LTTE. Later they tried to do a balancng ac
between the LTTE and the pro-Indian groups. But the
LTTE received an ovecshelmingly high proportion of
their payments. Several of those o prson are said to
have been ‘fervently’ pro-LTTE, as much as the word
could apply to a businessman

As the, [PKF withdrew, members of pro-Indian
groups left some of their arms with traders for
safe-keeping, not suspecting tha these traders also
dealt with the LTTE or were too scred to keep the
arms. As the LTTE took over, these raders handed
over these arms tothe LTTE. Some howgver retained
some reyolvers aid such like

This they did, sot to challenge the LTTE. But as
shrewd businesmen they suspected that the present
order of controlled robbery ws not permarent, b

may at any tine dissolve in0 anarchy. Then (hey

would have to proteet themselves. On of them ¥as

i, of Valambikai Stores, Stanley Road, Jaflna, who

Kept back two pitols
" The Tigers came to know of this through Anastine, a

boat-bymer and contactof S, detined n conecton

with unauthorised smuggling. St vas detained and

released after paying a fne ofRs. 1% lakhs. A similar

fate overtook the propricor of Every Day Stores,
Palaly. Whether e was released s not known

4 the owner of Murugan Hardware

Stares near the Chavakachcheri Police Station, des-
troyed in the TELO attacks of 1984, Though an LTTE
sympathiser, he had retaned a revolverrecovered from
the ruins of the Police Station.

Kannan, a former member of the LTTE and recently
appointed by the LTTE to the local viglance commit-
tee, led a gang of robbers. In rabbing Ranganathan's
house, his rcvolver had -als0. been taken. Later
apprehended by the LTTE, Kannan told everything,
Ranganathan was arrested and sent to Urelu. Kannan
and Co., were put to sleep.

Varimuthihu Satkunam had a small shop in Palely
and was arested on the charge that he had sold the
EPRLF paper ‘Viduthalal during the IPKF presence.

Several months later, on June 10, 1990, "he was
released and ordered o leave the Tamil region within 2
month, This he was unableto do owing tothe qutbrek
of war. He was re-arrested on August 18, 1990,

Gunaratnam, a wholesale-rice merchant in Jaffoa
was artested on the charge that he had used another
militant group to get rid of an nconvenient person. He
was released after buying a Pajero Jeep for the LTTE.
This happencd before the war.

Perhaps the most evealing of cases that have come ‘
our way 1§ {hef of Suthanantham, owner of SPS
Traders, Jaffna. Though close to the Tigers, Suthanan-
tham also did a balancing act. He also it eppears,
maintained frendly contacts with the Tamil politicians
based in Colombo. Suthanantham was also very close
o Kutti, o wes the LTTE leader's hand-picked man
in:charge of supplies.

Kut boigid that it was he who ke the LTTE
Jeager on, a ullstomach. HE sopped loris carying
goods from Colombo to Jaffna in the Vanni Jungles
and took what he wanted. This was during the [PKF
prsence, Whateir e wanted, whether food ot fe,
Suthanantham broughtit or him. In tun t was spoken
in Jafna that anyone wanting goods transported selely
without having them robbed on the way would do well
to use $PS ]

On one occasion Kanthi and Shoot of the LTTE's
inteligence v0' asked Suthenantham 10 give them
ome fuel for heir 0¥ Use. Suthanantham told them
hat all that he €VeS, B gives Kutt and that they
ghould ask him. 0% 10 B rapportwith Kt the
ager ended there for the time-being

Kanthiand S0t 180 their chance much lter, The
editor of opuththgfir” wes kept under surveillance. On
seancing s hous e found a ltter rom the Tamil
politcian 11 Colombo, Suggesting that ny sensiive
lter could be 5t 10U SPS, Kanhi and Shoot
(ook in the SPS. propritor Suthananthan, ¥

After ben

ortured and temindeq of his earlier
el togive (hem fUEL BE s ol g s s
was condiiondl 4PO" te paymentf . 5) . As
s e was Geheing 2 ehild, a fllow husinessm

had pim released [ 48 hours on gy
4 months later he was released upop g

Rs. 25 lakhS

payment of




