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Velupillai Prabha-

karan, the leader
and the Military Comman.
der of the LTTE cele
brated his 39th birthday
According to eastern
astrology, this will be his
last year in power.
the statement he i
to commemorate the
great hero's day on the
midnight of November
26th, reflected his iron
determination to create a
separate country for the
Tamils.

Prabhakaran said,
never believed that there
could be a change in the
extremist attitude of
Sinhala chauvinism. The
Tamils will never receive
justice until there is a
change. The strong atti-
tude of the Sinhala
chauvinist has kept open
the only path of a ‘sepa-
rate state for the people
of Tamil Eelam, we have
no “alternative but to
traverse on this path. Our
libgration organisation
continues its dedicated
journey on this path. This
path.is most difficult —
full of stones and thom:
full of animals and poiso-
nous, creepers, but we

ntinue our journey on

path

guiding us. The
the path b
the

killed (he
animals and poisonous
creepers, they illuminated
the pmh We would con-
tinueour illustrious jour-
yron the path of free-
dom,.which
Iy by
urhls lit by our great
heroes’
In Prabhakaran's state-
ment, there are three

facets which should be
examined

y, that he believed
that the State always
promoted Sinhala
chauvinism. The Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka should
take note of Prabhakar-
an's card. Prabhakaran is
generating support for his
war machinery by playing
the card of Tamil national
ism. The question al
— is Tamil nationalism a
consequence of Sinhala
chauvinism or an inherent
phenomena? Should not
the majority community

minority community, par-

ticularly at this ho
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government try their

to win over the Tamils and
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victimized by the LTTE?
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dinary ability to npp
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The LTTE has

Thirdly, Prabhakaran’s
statement reflects the
ruthless manrier in which
he is mobilizing the youth
to join the LTTE. In an
address he gave a few
months ago, he said, “If
we deviate from the path
of Eelarn, the souls of our
marty, will come and
haunt us". Prabhakaran
himself has admitted that
over 6,000 LTTE youth
have died, and over thrice
that number of innocent

Ministry \J lnto‘mnhor
under its able Minister
Tyron ndo has
failed in their mandate in
convincing the Tamil peo-
ple that they are dying for
no gain. The LTTE has
fought since 1974. Next
year Prabhakaran will

complete 20 years of liv-
ing iniperpetual battle.

/ many Tamil leaflets

imils in Tamil
ate will use it as a

pad to di

2mber Tamil Nadu
Further, there lies no
the India

Lanka
surgency expands

this for Prabhakaran too.

children with the money
of the innocent Tamils
But, times are changing
and the best deal he can
clinch is to tak to the
govemment and secure
the best for his people.
Still, it may be possible to
work out amnesfies for
the crimes he has xom-
mitted, from the murder
of R. Premadasa to the
killing of sevéral
thousands of members of
the armed forces to the
massacre of Sinhala villa-
g India may be pe
suaded to grant an
amnesty as well. ff the
Palestinians and
Israelis can talk
LTTE-government
ns is not an

impossibility

The message that the

Government of Sri Lanka
must get is that if they
want to win over the in-
surgency in the north-
east, more than persud-
ing her armies to fight it,
she must develop institu-
tional and other mechan-
isms to engage the LTTE
on all fronts. Firstly, they
must have one door wide
open. Secondly, it must
give the control of the
East to the STF and the
police and develop and
implement an effective

pacification programme. ¢

Thirdly, it must pursue a
politico-military approach

ahich will force the LTTE

to negotiate.

Last week three signifi-
cant events took place in
Jaffna, Colombo and in
Vavuniya. In Jaffna, .a
group of Universit
the LTTE to formulate a
comprehensive develop-
ment pro

to series of

onfel S
TEDORE, the Pronvmu.

wing of the LTTE, is
undertaking to develop
the north-east, starting
with the pepinsula. This
demonstrated, once
again, the gaining of root.
by the LTTE amrmq n
cmn of intelle

NGOs aostly Eu opean
and lar8ely funde
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wards the LTTE. It is
ported that the man ’r b

against supporting the
Government of Sri Lanka.
Unfortunately, the Minis-
tries of Foreign Affairs
and Policy Planning have
turned a blind eye to thi

either through ignorance
or incompetence. In
Vavuniya, a decision was
made by PLOTE, to
mobilize the support of
Tamil youth and stage a
demonstration against
the governm

giving adeq
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reap what it has sown.
The Tamil politicians, the
LTTE, the Sri Lankan
armed fol both the
Sinhalese and the Tamil
people are also reapir
what they haye sown. It is
still not too late for. all
sides to make up for their
follies. The bottom line is
that the gavemment
not taking advantage, ¢
the circumstances which
is in their favour — from
dwindling Tamil support
for the LTTE to greater
international support for

LTTE contro areas. ,

PLOTE which collects Rs.
200,000 a day from the
checkpoint at Thandiku-
lam, must get the mes
sage that they should
spend their resources
more effectively. It is for
organisations like PLOTE
to appeal to the Tamil
people in the LTTE con:
trolled areas that the I

of education bf the bright
and hard working Tamils

s and con.
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