V. PIRABHAK

Dead or Alive?

/i

Tis a death that has been reperted at
least half a dozen times. During his
turbulent career as a militant leader,
r.rTe supremo Velupillai Pirabhakaran
hasbeen ‘killed’ by rivals, by colleagues,
by Sri Lankan forces and by the 1PKF.
But last week, there were the stror
gest indications yet that the LrTE leader
had been killed, somewhere in the im-
penetrable !ungle between the northern
and castern province. The assailant: his
deputy Mahattya alias Mahendra Raja.
What apparently triggered offthe killing
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was an altercation over the assassina-
tion of Tamil moderate leader,
Amirthalingam, that Pirabhakaran had
been opposed to. Mahattya was also said
to have shot dead Kittt; former area
commander of Jaffna.

W reports of his death could -
not be fully confirmed, other reports
from the northern province spoke of a
public mourning in several ple
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brother" and thefact of his having taken
over the Lrre leadership was apparently
circulating in the north. Mahattya had
also called a conference of area com-
manders of the northern province.

The 1pk¥ believes that something
calamitous has taken place in the L1ITE
camp. Said a top ke officer: “Ever
thing points to Pirabhakaran'’s death.
However, the fact that there was no
word yet of Pirabhakaran's death on
LTTE'scommonly used means of commu-
nication, wireless radio, was reason for
cautious drawing of conclusions.

The ethnic strife scenario in the
north-east will alter dramatically if
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defence ministers~of both countries
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be announced simultaneously.
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deed dead. Mahattya is
known to be a hawk who will never
entertain the thought of a negotiated
settlement outside the demand for an
independent Eelam.

'k, however, denies reports of
the death. It accuses the Indian intelli-
gence agency, RAW, of spreading the
rumours to create confusion among
their cadres and to sabotage the peace
talks between them and the Sri Lankan
Government. If that was New Delhi's
intention, then it appeared to -have
scored a hit as a Sri Lankan ministerial
delegation quickly began negotiations

- with the EpRLF on a devolution pack-
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